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978-1-61902-605-6
CLOTH
6" × 9"
350 PAGES

$25.00
FICTION
TERRITORY: USCO
APRIL

© Sarah Shatz

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to literary, Jewish, 
and women’s publications, newspapers, 
radio, and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Chicago 

• Author on Twitter at @KA_Brooks;  
her website is www.kabrooks.com 

OF NOTE

• Kim is the new personal essays editor at 
Salon 

• Her fiction has appeared in Glimmer Train, 

One Story, The Missouri Review and her 
essays have appeared in Salon, Buzzfeed, 

and New York Magazine

• Her essay “The Day I Left My Son in the 
Car” was Salon’s top essay of the year in 
2014

KIM BROOKS is a graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, where she was a Teaching-
Writing Fellow. She has earned fellowships from the Michener-Copernicus Foundation, the 
Corporation of Yaddo, and the Posen Foundation. Her fiction has appeared in Glimmer 
Train, One Story, The Missouri Review and other journals, and her essays have appeared in 
Salon, Buzzfeed and New York Magazine. Her memoir Small Animals (Flatiron/Macmillan) 
will be published in 2017. She is the personal essays editor at Salon and lives in Chicago 
with her family.

It is the summer of 1941 and Abe Auer, a Russian immigrant and small-
town junkyard owner, has become disenchanted with his life. So when 
his friend Max Hoffman, a local rabbi with a dark past, asks Abe to take 
in a European refugee, he agrees, unaware that the woman coming to live 
with him is a volatile and alluring actress named Ana Beidler. Ana regales 
the Auer family with tales of her lost stardom and charms and mystifies 
Abe with her glamour and unabashed sexuality, forcing him to confront 
his own desire as well as the ghost of his dead brother.

As news filters out of Europe, American Jews struggle to make sense 
of the atrocities. Some want to bury their heads in the sand while others 
want to create a Jewish army that would fight Hitler and promote bold, 
widespread rescue initiatives. And when a popular Manhattan synagogue 
is burned to the ground, our characters begin to feel the drumbeat of war 
is marching ever closer to home.

Set on the eve of America’s involvement in World War II, The 
Houseguest examines a little-known aspect of the war and highlights the 
network of organizations seeking to help Jews abroad, just as masses of 
people seeking to escape Europe are turned away from American shores. 
The story moves seamlessly from the Yiddish theaters of Second Avenue 
to the junkyards of Utica to the covert world of political activists, Jewish 
immigrants, and the stars and discontents of New York’s Yiddish stage. 
Ultimately, The Houseguest is a moving novel about identity, family, and 
the decisions that define who we will become.

KIM BROOKS

A Novel

The Houseguest
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On the eve of World 
War II, a European 
refugee claiming to 

be a lost diva of the 
Yiddish stage is taken 
in by a family in Utica, 
but her hidden agenda 

creates a startling web of 
psychological intrigue

Praise for The Houseguest

“Kim Brooks is a terrifically talented writer 
whose fiction is ambitious, sophisticated, and 
psychologically discerning. Her fluency in the 
language of complex relationships and dark 
psychology brings to mind the work of Ann 
Beattie, Mary Gaitskill, and Alice Munro, and 
her sense of story the work of Tobias Wolff and 
F. Scott Fitzgerald. Such combinations are difficult 
to beat.” —Ethan Canin, author of New York Times 
bestseller America America

“The Houseguest introduces a blazing talent: Kim 
Brooks invokes the spirit of Malamud, the dialogue 
of HBO, the vividness of Van Gogh. She explores 
her difficult subject with grace and ease and not a 
single emotional misstep. This isn’t a book you will 
be able to put down. At the end, I cried.”  
—Yelena Akhtiorskaya, author of Panic in a Suitcase

Excerpt from The Houseguest

“How long?” he asked Max. “How long would she stay?”
“I can’t imagine more than a few months.”
He ran through other details, nationality, age, day of arrival, and yet not the thing Abe really wanted to know. 

Would he regret it? That was all anyone ever wanted to know, wasn’t it? Will this thing I’m about to do lead me to a 
million bucks or my face down in the gutter or something in between? Will this action or the other add to or detract 
from the sum of misery and disquiet inside my head, my home, the world at large? Was there any other question?

Her arrival began as a vibration in the platform. Then, down the track, a silver mass took shape against the 
mist. When he leaned forward, he could just make out the headlamp. It slowed as it approached, the conductor 
visible as a dark silhouette behind the glass. Abe shrugged his shoulders, tried to shake off any impatience that had 
settled in his posture in the course of the hour. The worst thing would be to seem put out by the train’s lateness, to 
appear conscious of the fact that it was now five past six and Irene would have dinner on the table soon. 
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978-1-61902-616-2
CLOTH
5" × 8"
80 PAGES

$25.00
POETRY
TERRITORY: W
APRIL

©  Guy Mendes

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available 

• National media outreach to poetry and 
literary publications, newspapers, and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

OF NOTE

• Berry is a recipient of the National 
Humanities Medal and delivered The 
Jefferson Lecture in 2012

• Berry was just awarded the first annual 
American Food & Farming Award by the 
Center for Food Safety

WENDELL BERRY has written more than fifty books. He lives and farms with his 
wife, Tanya Berry, in Henry County, Kentucky. In addition to the National Humanities 
Medal in 2010, and being named to deliver The Jefferson Lecture in 2012, the nation’s 
highest honor for intellectual achievement, the Center for Food Safety has just given 
Mr. Berry its first annual American Food & Farming Award.

More than thirty-five years ago, Wendell Berry began spending his sab-
baths outdoors when the weather allowed, walking and wandering around 
familiar territory, seeking a deep intimacy only time could provide. These 
walks sometimes yielded poems. Every year since he has completed a se-
ries of these poems, dated by the year of its composition. Two years ago, 
we collected the lot into a collection, This Day: Collected & New Sabbath 
Poems 1979–2013.

This new series for the following year is one of the richest yet. This 
group provides a virtual syllabus for all of Mr. Berry’s cultural and agri-
cultural work in concentrated form. Many of these poems, a sequence at 
mid-year, were written on a small porch in the woods, a place of stillness 
and reflection, a vantage point “of the one/life of the forest composed/of 
uncountable lives in countless/years, each life coherent itself within/the 
coherence, the great composure,/of all.”

WENDELL BERRY

Sabbath Poems 2014

A Small Porch
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Praise for Wendell Berry’s poetry

“Thoreau would be gratified . . . Here are Sabbath Poems that praise the given life.” —Lexington Herald-Leader

“Berry’s craftsmanship remains impeccable. Few other poets have such chaste and precise diction or manage line and stanza 
with such unaffected serenity.” —Booklist

“[Berry’s poems] shine with a gentle wisdom of a craftsman who has thought deeply about the paradoxical strangeness and 
wonder of life.” —The Christian Science Monitor 

“Wendell Berry is one of those rare individuals who speaks to us always of responsibility, of the individual cultivation of an active 
and aware participation in the arts of life, be they those of composing a poem, preparing a hill for planting, raising a family, 
working for the good of oneself and one’s neighbors, loving.” —The Bloomsbury Review

“[Berry’s] essays, poetry and fiction have fertilized a crop of great solace in my life, and helped to breed a healthy flock of good 
manners, to boot. As I travel this unlikely road of opportunity, as a woodworker and writer, sure, but most often as a jackass, I 
have his writings upon which to fix my mind and my heart, to keep my life’s errant wagon between the ditches, as it were. Mr. 
Berry’s sentences and stories deliver a great payload of edifying entertainment, which I hungrily consume, but it is the bass note 
of morality thumping through his musical phrases that guides me with the most constant of hands upon my plow.”  
—Nick Offerman, New York Times bestselling author of Paddle Your Own Canoe

“Mr. Berry is a 
sophisticated, 

philosophical poet in  
the line descending from 
Emerson and Thoreau…”  

—The Baltimore Sun
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978-1-61902-728-2
CLOTH
6" × 9"
464 PAGES

$28.00
LITERARY COLLECTIONS
TERRITORY: NA
APRIL

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to literary 
publications and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys on Edelweiss

OF NOTE

• Throughout her long and prolific career, 
Frame published over 20 titles and won New 
Zealand’s top literary prizes for her short 
stories, novels, poetry and nonfiction

• She earned overseas distinctions including 
the Commonwealth Literary Prize and 
honorary membership of the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters

• Frame’s work has been translated into over 
2 dozen languages and her bestselling 
autobiography was adapted into the film An 

Angel at My Table by Jane Campion

JANET FRAME is New Zealand’s most decorated author. Over the course of 
her fifty-year career, she won New Zealand’s Hubert Church Prose Award four 
times, the New Zealand Book Awards multiple times for fiction, nonfiction, and 
poetry, and the New Zealand Prime Minister’s Award for Literary Achievement. 
Her international reputation led to her being named an honorary member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters. She published more than twenty-five 
books and she was often rumored a candidate for the Nobel Prize.

An illustrated correspondence of internationally-
renowned author Janet Frame

During her time at an artists’ colony in New Hampshire, Frame met 
painter William Theophilus Brown, and their friendship resulted in a 
whimsical and artistic correspondence. In Brown, Frame found an ideal 
listener who inspired her to take the art of letter writing to new creative 
heights; over the course of their correspondence, Frame included charac-
ter sketches, personal disclosures, invented tales, and dozens of her own 
doodles and collages.

This compilation of nearly 140 letters, accompanied by hundreds 
of original illustrations, has been published nowhere else in the world, 
including Frame’s home country of New Zealand. This moving and en-
lightening correspondence opens up the hopes, fears, joys, and inner 
machinations of one of the world’s greatest writers. The closeness and 
intimacy of the two artists allows for unfettered wordplay and creativity; 
the result is a book that vividly captures the brilliantly unique wit that 
was Janet Frame.

Praise for Janet Frame

“Like every writer worth remembering, Frame exploits—or creates on the 
page, to be absolutely puristic about it—her peculiar sensibility, her private 
window into the universe.” —The New York Times Book Review

“One of the most sensitve, forthright, and adventurous illuminators of human 
consciousness.” —Booklist 

“Janet Frame proves the master of nostalgia, beauty, and loss. Frame is, and 
will remain, divine.” —Alice Sebold, author of The Lovely Bones

Jay to Bee
Janet Frame’s Letters to William Theophilus Brown

JANET FRAME 
EDITED BY DENIS HAROLD

Courtesy of the author’s estate
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KIDNAPPED!
The DUKE of 

WELLINGTON, 

ALAN HIRSCH
I N T R O D U C T I O N  B Y  N O A H  C H A R N E Y

THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY OF THE  
ART HEIST THAT SHOCKED A NATION 

978-1-61902-591-2
CLOTH
6" × 9"
256 PAGES

$26.00
ART/TRUE CRIME
TERRITORY: NA
APRIL

The Duke of Wellington, 
Kidnapped!

The Incredible True Story of the Art Heist that Shocked a Nation

An unforgettable story of art and obsession,  
where remarkable human resourcefulness and  
folly converge in a bizarre courtroom drama

In 1961, a thief broke into the National Gallery in London and com-
mitted the most sensational art heist in British history. He stole the 
museum’s much prized painting, The Duke of Wellington by Francisco 
Goya. Despite unprecedented international attention and an unflagging 
investigation, the case was not solved for four years, and even then, only 
because the culprit came forward voluntarily.

Kempton Bunton, an elderly gentleman, claimed he executed the 
theft armed with only a toy gun, a disguise purchased for five shillings, 
and a getaway car inadvertently provided by a drunkard.  Shortly after 
turning himself in, Bunton also invoked language in an obscure law to 
maintain his innocence, despite the confession.  He did not allege that 
the confession was false, but rather that stealing the painting did not 
constitute a crime because he intended to return it. On account of this 
improbable defense strategy, the story took another twist, resulting in a 
bizarre courtroom drama and extraordinary verdict.

Over fifty years later, Alan Hirsch decided to explore the facts behind 
this historic case and uncovered shocking new evidence that both solved 
the crime and deepened the mystery. As Hirsch immersed himself in 
court documents, National Gallery archives, press accounts, and previ-
ously unseen materials belonging to Kempton Bunton, and interviewed 
several people involved in the theft or trial, he managed to solve the 
legendary crime that riveted a nation.

“As fun as it is improbable, The Duke of Wellington, Kidnapped! tells the story 
of a real-life heist too strange to be made up. Hirsch manages to solve one of 
the great art thefts of the twentieth century and, at the same time, to deepen 
its mystery.”—Elizabeth Kolbert, author of The Sixth Extinction

ALAN HIRSCH
INTRODUCTION BY NOAH CHARNEY

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to nonfiction and 
art publications, newspapers, radio, and 
blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Williamstown, MA

OF NOTE

• Hirsch’s writing has appeared in the 
Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, 
Washington Times, Newsday, and the Village 

Voice

• Art theft expert Noah Charney, who 
contributed an introduction, worked with 
Hirsch to develop the book

ALAN HIRSCH, a writer and Chair of the Justice and Law Studies Program 
at Williams College, received a JD from Yale Law School and an MA from 
Williams College Graduate Program in the History of Art. He moonlights as 
a trial consultant and expert witness on police interrogations and false confes-
sions. In addition to numerous works of legal scholarship, Alan has written 
Talking Heads: Political Talk Shows and Their Star Pundits (St. Martin’s, 1991) 
and is the co-author of For the People: What the Constitution Really Says About 
Your Rights (Free Press, 1998). His writing has appeared in the Washington Post, 
Los Angeles Times, Washington Times, Newsday, and the Village Voice. He lives in 
Williamstown, Massachusetts.

© Melissa Brink
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978-1-61902-606-3
CLOTH
6" × 9"
375 PAGES

$25.00
FICTION/THRILLER
TERRITORY: USC
MAY

© David Trott

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to top fiction, 
thriller and men’s publications, newspapers, 
radio, and literary blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Michigan

• Author promotion via  
www.peterleonardbooks.com 

OF NOTE

• Leonard is the son of crime novelist Elmore 
Leonard

• For nearly thirty years, Peter was the 
founding partner of advertising agency 
Leonard Mayer & Tocco where he created 
award-winning advertising for Volkswagen, 
Audi, and more

• He wrote his first novel Quiver in 2007; he 
has since published four more novels (Trust 

Me, All He Saw Was the Girl, Voices of the 

Dead, Back From the Dead)

PETER LEONARD is the son of crime novelist Elmore Leonard. In 1980, Peter was 
the founding partner of advertising agency Leonard Mayer & Tocco. For nearly thirty years 
LM&T created award-winning advertising for Volkswagen of America, Audi of America, 
Hiram Walker, and Pennzoil. He wrote his first novel, Quiver, in 2007; he has since pub-
lished five more novels: Trust Me, All He Saw Was the Girl, Voices of the Dead, and the sequel, 
Back From the Dead. Peter retired from the advertising business in 2009 and now writes 
fiction full time. He is the father of four children and lives in Michigan with his wife, Julie 
and his dog, Sam. Learn more about his work at www.peterleonardbooks.com.

Jack McCann is a high-stakes Wall Street trader who sneaks into his office 
early one morning to try and clear out his things and get out of Dodge; he 
knows he’s in trouble, deep legal trouble, a fact highlighted by the urgent 
phone calls from his boss. Outside his office window, Jack hears a boom-
ing sound, and then the worst noise imaginable. He works in the World 
Trade Center, and it is September 11, 2001.

His wife in Connecticut, Diane, is visited the next day by a grief 
counselor, and then the mob, where she learns her husband owes them 
$750,000. Their personal bank accounts have been emptied. She’s totally 
and utterly broke. Lost in grief and shock, Diane soon learns her husband 
was not the loving spouse he appeared to be. But neither is she, owing to 
that Beretta she keeps tucked into her handbag.

The perfect summer read, Unknown Remains boasts an exciting crime 
story, inventive plot twists, and a cast of rogues who just might be using 
a national tragedy to cover up their own deep transgressions and greed.

PETER LEONARD

A Novel

Unknown Remains
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Praise for Peter Leonard

“Elmore Leonard is a tough act to follow, but son Peter is off to a terrific start. Trust Me is fast, sly, and full of twists. Clearly, great 
storytelling runs in the Leonard family’s DNA.”—Carl Hiaasen, author of Bad Monkey

“With its clever plotting and blood-and-guts characters, Quiver will certainly put Peter Leonard on the map. This is the start of 
something special.” —Michael Connelly, New York Times bestselling author of The Overlook  

 “Quiver is a spectacular debut . . . you will be holding your breath until the final page. Peter’s dad should be proud.”  
—Otto Penzler, The New York Sun 

“Quiver’s supercharged plot, rhythmic dialogue, and cool-under-pressure characters kept me reading into the night. An impressive, 
exciting debut from Peter Leonard.” —George Pelecanos, New York Times bestselling author of The Night Gardener

“Peter Leonard’s first novel, Quiver, amply shows that he’s the great Elmore’s son. This book is a wicked trip . . . unique and 
engaging. I salute Peter Leonard at the beginning of what will obviously be a fine career.” —Jim Harrison

A page-turning novel 
of deceit about a 

corrupt Wall Street 
trader whose 

disappearance sends 
his unsuspecting wife 
on a collision course 

with the mob
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978-1-61902-597-4
CLOTH
6" × 9"
320 PAGES

$26.00
MEMOIR
TERRITORY: USCO
MAY

© Randy Severson

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to nonfiction and 
women’s publications, newspapers, radio, 
and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Los Angeles

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author is on Twitter at @BernadetMurphy

• Author promotion via www.bernadette-
murphy.com 

OF NOTE

• Former weekly book critic for the Los Angeles 

Times

• Essays have appeared in Ms., Los Angeles 

Times magazine, San Francisco Chronicle, 

The Oregonian, San Jose Mercury News and 
Newsday

• Author of the popular title Zen and the Art 

of Knitting, which has sold nearly 40,000 
copies

BERNADETTE MURPHY has published three books of creative nonfiction: The Tao 
Gals’ Guide to Real Estate (with Michelle Huneven); The Knitter’s Gift; and the bestselling 
Zen and the Art of Knitting (2002) in which she uses memoir and reportage to explore the 
connection between fiber arts, creativity, and spirituality. She served for six years as a weekly 
book critic for the Los Angeles Times. Her personal narratives and essays on literature have 
appeared in The Rumpus, The Nervous Breakdown, Manifest Station, BOOK Magazine, Ms. 
Magazine, LA Weekly, San Francisco Chronicle, San Jose Mercury News, Los Angeles Times 
Magazine, and elsewhere. She currently serves as core faculty in creative nonfiction at the 
Antioch University Los Angeles MFA program.

What happens when women in midlife step out of what’s predictable? For 
Bernadette Murphy, learning to ride a motorcycle at forty-eight becomes 
the catalyst that transforms her from a settled wife and professor with 
three teenage children into a woman on her own. The confidence she 
gained from mastering a new skill and conquering her fears gave her the 
courage to face deeper issues in her own life and start taking risks. It is a 
fact that men and women alike become more risk averse in our later years 
—which according to psychologists and neuroscience is exactly what we 
should not do. And Murphy stresses that while hers is a story of transfor-
mation using a physical risk, emotional and educational risks can serve 
the same beneficial purpose for other women.

Murphy uses her own story to explore the larger idea of how risk 
changes our brain chemistry, how certain personality types embrace dan-
gerous behavior and why it energizes them, and why women’s expecta-
tions change once estrogen levels drop after the childbearing years. She 
also explores the idea of women and risk in pop culture —why there are 
so few stories of the conquering heroine (instead of hero). Surely Thelma 
and Louise driving off the cliff should not be our only pop culture refer-
ence for women finding true freedom. 

With scientific research and journalistic interviews weaving through 
a page-turning, road-trip narrative, Harley and Me is a compelling look 
at how one woman changed her life and found deeper meaning out on 
the open road.

BERNADETTE MURPHY

Embracing Risk on the Road to a  
More Authentic Life

Harley and Me
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Excerpt from Harley and Me

But for those of us in midlife—both those who have raised children and those who haven’t—we might 
be asking ourselves if we wish to continue on the same path now that our career has been established or 
the children have embarked on their own lives. Perhaps we’re aching to try something new or maybe we’re 
questioning marital choices we made early on—how did I end up here?—weighing the chances of creating 
a better relationship with someone new, versus working on the relationship we’re in. Or, simply striking out 
on our own.

Though the questions assume different guises, ultimately they are the same for all of us: mothers, daugh-
ters, friends, partners, women and men alike. Have we done with our lives what we’d hoped to? If not, what 
can we do about it in the time remaining? Now that the struggling stage of earlier adulthood has passed, how 
do we place ourselves on the path of authenticity? And how, exactly, do we take the calculated risks that will 
make us feel absolutely, richly, uniquely ourselves?

A cross-country 
chronicle of 

transformation 
and renewal 
that started 

on the back of 
a 550-pound 

motorcycle
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MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available 

• Review coverage targeted toward nonfiction/
current affairs

• Online promotion

• Goodreads giveaway

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

OF NOTE

• Carle was a California state park ranger for 
27 years

• This book could not come at a more 
opportune time, as the state of California 
continues to suffer through the worst and 
longest drought in centuries

DAVID CARLE grew up in Orange County, CA, received his bachelor’s de-
gree at UC Davis in Wildlife and Fisheries Biology, and a master’s degree from 
CSU Sacramento, in Recreation and Parks Administration. He was a park ranger 
in California State Parks for 27 years. From 1982 through 2000, at the Mono 
Lake Tufa State Reserve, he shared the unit ranger position with his wife, partici-
pating in the long effort to protect that Eastern Sierra inland sea from the effects 
of stream diversions to Los Angeles.

In this revised, updated, and expanded edition, 
Carle examines the past for solutions, changing 
the way the Golden State thinks about water

Imported water has transformed the Golden State’s environment and 
quality of life. Land ownership patterns and real estate boosterism dra-
matically altered both urban and rural communities across the entire 
state. The key has been redirecting water from the Eastern Sierra, the 
Colorado River, and Northern California rivers. “Whoever brings the 
water, brings the people,” wrote engineer William Mullholland, whose 
leadership began the process of water irrigating unlimited growth. Using 
first-person voices of Californians to reveal the resulting changes, Carle 
concludes that now is the time to stop drowning the California Dream.

With extensive use of oral histories, contemporary newspaper articles 
and autobiographies, Carle provides a rich exploration of the historic 
changes in California, as imported water shaped patterns of growth and 
development. In this thoroughly revised edition, Carle brings that his-
tory up to date, as water choices remain the primary tool for shaping 
California’s future. In a land where climate change is exacerbating the 
challenges of a naturally dry region, the state’s damaged environment 
and reduced quality of life can be corrected, Carle argues, if Californians 
step out of the historic pattern and embrace limited water supplies as a 
fact of life.

Praise for Water and the California Dream

“[I]nvites us to imagine what Los Angeles would have been like today if we 
had learned to live with the natural water resources of Southern California.” 
—Los Angeles Times

“[I]nventive and informative text . . . [California’s] infatuation with limitless 
growth . . . may create a world too ugly to contemplate.”  
—T. H. Watkins, Wallace Stegner Professor of Western American Studies, 
Montana State University

DAVID CARLE

Water and the California Dream
Historic Choices for Shaping the Future

978-1-61902-617-9
TRADE PAPER
6" × 9"
240 PAGES

$16.95
NATURE
TERRITORY: W
MAY

© Janet Carle



131313

Vista Del Mar
A Memoir of the Ordinary

“Anyone who has developed pictures knows this 
pleasure, the image rising slowly out of the ghostly 
square rocking in their fluid.”

This remarkable book joins the company of “self-work,” deep acts of 
memory that serve to illuminate the present by shining the clear light 
of careful regard on the past. The book finds company in the work of 
D.J. Waldie’s Holy Land, Didion’s Slouching Towards Bethlehem, and the 
profound My Struggle by Karl Ove Knausgaard. 

In 1996, Neal Snidow found himself at a personal impasse as he 
and his wife struggled in vain to have a child. Locked in sadness at their 
predicament, in mid-career as a college teacher and unpublished writer, 
and at the first daunting steps of open adoption, as a kind of solace 
Neal began taking black-and-white photos of his old neighborhood in 
southern California. The film was slow, the camera on a tripod, the pro-
cess awkward, and the goal no more than Garry Winogrand’s famous 
dictum that he made pictures “to find out what something will look like 
photographed.” 

But as this process unfolded and the images began to accumulate, 
slowly but surely the pictures unlocked the past, and he began to delve 
into family history, opening out the secret and the unspoken and evok-
ing the lost pleasures and losses of the beach town where he had grown 
up. The chapters that followed, like the photos that now accompanied 
them, were quietly observant of an ordinary surface around which gath-
ered an aura of struggle, gaiety and loss. He titled the book Vista Del 
Mar, for the street that ran past his old apartment to the edge of the 
Pacific, and gave it the subtitle A Memoir of the Ordinary in testimony to 
the everydayness of the experiences he explored. The chapters move back 
and forth in time and place, to Virginia, to a homestead in Wyoming, to 
depression-era Nebraska, to the Second World War.  

NEAL SNIDOW

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to literary and art 
publications, newspapers, radio, and literary 
blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Chico 

• Author promotion via  
www.vistadelmarkbook.com 

OF NOTE

• Memoir told in photographs that highlight 
the mundane objects and scenes that we 
often ignore, but that act as the backdrop to 
our memories

NEAL SNIDOW has been a public school teacher and private writer for 
many years. He grew up in Virginia, Nebraska, and southern California and 
graduated from high school in Redondo Beach in 1966. He earned a BA in 
English at the University of California at Riverside, and an MA at the University 
of Virginia, where he was a Danforth Fellow. He currently teaches, writes and 
photographs in Magalia, California. Vista Del Mar is his first published book. 

978-1-61902-729-9
CLOTH
6" × 9"
224 PAGES

$25.00
MEMOIR
TERRITORY: W
MAY

© Dennis Wickes
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978-1-61902-720-6
CLOTH
6" × 9"
400 PAGES
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MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to literary and 
women’s publications, newspapers, radio, 
and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author website is www.natashiadeon.com

• Author on twitter at @natashiadeon 

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Los Angeles

OF NOTE

• Deon is a practicing Los Angeles attorney, 
writer, and law professor. She currently 
teaches law at Trinity Law School and Mount 
Saint Mary’s College

• She is a 2010 PEN Center USA Emerging 
Voices Fellow and creator of the reading 
series Dirty Laundry Lit

• She was named one of L.A.’s “Most 
Fascinating People” in LA Weekly’s People 
issue of 2013

• She has been awarded fellowship, 
conferences, and residencies at Yaddo, 
Bread Loaf, Virginia Center for the Creative 
arts, and more

NATASHIA DEÓN is the recipient of a PEN Center USA Emerging Voices Fellowship 
and has been awarded fellowships and residencies at Yale, Bread Loaf, Dickinson House in 
Belgium and the Virginia Center for Creative Arts. Named one of 2013’s Most Fascinating 
People by L.A. Weekly, she has an MFA from UC Riverside and is the creator of the popular 
LA-based reading series Dirty Laundry Lit. A practicing lawyer, she currently teaches law at 
Trinity Law School and Mount Saint Mary’s College. Learn more at www.natashiadeon.com.

For a runaway slave in the 1840s south, life on the run can be just as 
dangerous as life under a sadistic Massa. That’s what fifteen-year-old 
Naomi learns after she escapes the brutal confines of life on an Alabama 
plantation. Striking out on her own, she must leave behind her beloved 
Momma and sister Hazel and take refuge in a Georgia brothel run by a 
freewheeling, gun-toting Jewish madam named Cynthia. There, amidst 
a revolving door of gamblers, prostitutes, and drunks, Naomi falls into a 
star-crossed love affair with a smooth-talking white man named Jeremy 
who frequents the brothel’s dice tables too often.

The product of Naomi and Jeremy’s union is Josey, whose white skin 
and blonde hair mark her as different from the other slave children on 
the plantation. Having been taken in as an infant by a free slave named 
Charles, Josey has never known her mother, who was murdered at her 
birth. Josey soon becomes caught in the tide of history when news of 
the Emancipation Proclamation reaches the declining estate and a day of 
supposed freedom quickly turns into a day of unfathomable violence that 
will define Josey—and her lost mother—for years to come.

Deftly weaving together the stories of Josey and Naomi—who nar-
rates the entire novel unable to leave her daughter alone in the land of 
the living—Grace is a sweeping, intergenerational saga featuring a group 
of outcast women during one of the most compelling eras in American 
history. It is a universal story of freedom, love, and motherhood, told in 
a dazzling and original voice set against a rich and transporting historical 
backdrop.

NATASHIA DEÓN

A Novel

Grace
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Excerpt from Grace

“This is a day of reckoning,” a white man said, standing on the wet cliff above another fallen bridge. 
Another said, “You can’t contain this landscape. Can’t beat her back. These vines are relentless growing in.” 
But people must beat it back, and they do to live here. Those who been here long enough call Tallassee the 
green-skirted gypsy of the South. Full of illusions. She’d set clouds on her hilltops like floating pearls. Even 
on days when no weather would call for ’em and no storms were on their way, she’d put just one cloud above 
a cluster of three or four oaks, making it look like the nesting jaybirds were smoking.

Those men shouldn’t have cut her up. Shouldn’t have tried to own her. Define her. Not with their caught 
pictures, their maps. The Creek Indians wouldn’t do it until they were forced to. The Creek’s landmarks 
became borders. Their asking her permission to stay became demands. Their maps, their boundaries, meant 
the end of the Indians’ world. It’s always how white men came to own things: “If you can define it, you can 
own it,” they’d say. “If you can define it, it can be fought for, killed for. A woman, a slave, a cow, dirt, an idea.”

A stunning debut 
novel that follows 
the daughter of a 

murdered slave 
through twenty-five 
years of sweeping 

changes in the 
Antebellum South
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MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to Zen and 
spirituality publications

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

OF NOTE

• An exploration of the figures in the Zen 
community that most inspired Antinoff, and 
their contribution to his continuing spiritual 
development

© Maxine Cohen

STEVE ANTINOFF has a doctorate in religion. He lived in Japan for fifteen 
years where he studied Zen Buddhism. He is the author of Spiritual Atheism, 
and he currently teaches philosophy and religion at the University of the Arts 
in Philadelphia.

A rigorous life of devotion, desperation, and Zen

Four decades ago—aged twenty—the author experienced what he calls 
a “negative satori,” a fundamental and irrefutable realization not of en-
lightenment, but of himself as a predicament only enlightenment could 
resolve. This, shaped by the hammer blows of a singular American pro-
fessor, Richard DeMartino, brought him to Zen, and to Japan. Yet over 
time, of far greater import than his bungling efforts were the wonderful 
occupants of the Zen world he encountered: Toyoshima-san, the medi-
tation Prometheus whose superhuman efforts astounded and inspired all 
while he remained impaled on the cliff ’s edge; the Thief, chief monas-
tery monk who stole the world from whoever he encountered and whose 
yawns and the brushing of his teeth shot sparks of Absolute Meaning; 
Hisamatsu, the great lay Zen Master who at age 16 overheard a doctor 
tell his mother he’d be dead in six months, only to awaken ten years later 
and become the most delighted man in Japan; Bunko, the monk kind 
to others but ferocious with himself, whose daily state of Oneness in 
meditation left him dissatisfied because despite all exertion he could not 
crush it to pieces and break beyond it.

These are among the sitters for the portraits in Reports From the Zen 
Wars, Steve Antinoff ’s attempt to bear witness to what for him has been 
The Greatest Show on Earth: price of admission one lotus position.

STEVE ANTINOFF

Reports From the Zen Wars
The Impossible Rigor of a Questioning Life

$16.95
PHILOSOPHY & SPIRITUALITY
TERRITORY: W
JUNE
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Temperance Creek

A woman falling in love in the outback and herding 
sheep in Hell’s Canyon

In the early seventies, some of us were shot like stars out of our parents’ 
homes. This was an act of nature, bigger than ourselves. In the austere 
beauty and natural reality of Hell’s Canyon of Eastern Oregon, one hun-
dred miles from pavement, Pam, unable to identify with her parent’s 
world and looking for deeper pathways, has a chance encounter with 
returning Vietnam warrior Skip Royes. Skip, looking for a bridge from 
survival back to connection, introduces Pam to the vanishing culture 
of the wandering shepherd and together they embark on a four-year 
sojourn into the wilderness. From the back of a horse, Pam leads her 
packstring of readers from overlook to water crossing, down trails two 
thousand years old, and from the vantages she chooses for us, we feel 
the edges of our own experiences. It is a memoir of falling in love with a 
place and a man and the price extracted for that love. Written with deep 
lyricism, Temperance Creek is a work of haunting beauty, fresh and irrev-
erent and rooted in the grit and pleasure of daily life. This is Pam’s story, 
but the courage and truth in the telling is part of our human experience. 
Seen through a slower more primary mirror, one not so crowded with 
objectivity, Pam’s memoir is a kind of homecoming, a family reunion 
for shooting stars.

Praise for Temperance Creek

“Pamela Royes’s dramatic history has fascinated me for years. Her life seems 
a miracle in so many ways, but it is her brave heart, her endurance, her 
belief in the land, and her capacity for love that has brought her to this 
place of lyrical contemplation. Like Cheryl Strayed’s Wild, Temperance 
Creek is part adventure story, part cautionary tale, and, finally, a meditation 
on marriage—a fearless reckoning with the decisions that have shaped one 
woman’s life.” —Kim Barnes, author of In the Wilderness: Coming of Age in 
Unknown Country and In the Kingdom of Men

PAMELA ROYES  
INTRODUCTION BY TERESA JORDAN

A Memoir 

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to nature, 
nonfiction and women’s publications, 
newspapers, radio, and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Author events and promotion in Oregon

OF NOTE

• Teresa Jordan (author of The Year of Living 

Virtuously) contributes an introduction

• Memoir that tells the story of the author’s 
running away from home at a young age 
and starting a life with her husband in the 
Oregon wilderness

PAMELA ROYES lives with her husband in Northeastern Oregon where 
they raise cattle and hay. They have two children and three grandchildren. She 
is currently working on a book of fiction. Temperance Creek is her first book.

Photo courtesy of the author
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MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to psychological 
and nonfiction publications, newspapers, 
and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

OF NOTE

• Unique among memoirs of mental illness 
in that Griffiths kept a diary and took notes 
during each manic episode 

• Griffiths won the inaugural Orion Book Award 
and the B&N Discover Award for best new 
nonfiction writer to be published in America

• Griffiths’s past books have been praised 
by everyone from Philip Pullman to Bill 
McKibben

JAY GRIFFITHS won the Barnes & Noble Discover Award for best new 
nonfiction to be published in the US for her first book A Sideways Look at Time. 
Her second book, Savage Grace, was shortlisted for the Orwell Prize for political 
writing and for the World Book Day Award, and won the inaugural 2007 Orion 
Book Award in the US. Her other books include Anarchipelago, A Love Letter 
From a Stray Moon, and A Country Called Childhood.

A powerful memoir told as it happens from the 
inside of a manic-depressive psychotic break

There are galaxies within the human mind, and madness wants to risk 
everything for the daring flight, reckless and beautiful and crazed. Everyone 
knows Icarus fell. But I love him for the fact that he dared to fly. Mania 
unfurls the invitation to fly too high, too near the sun which will melt the 
wax of the mind, and the fall will be terrible. Tristimania is an old term 
for manic depression, precisely capturing that sense of grief and hilarity, of 
violent sadness and mad highs.

From the award-winning writer of A Country Called Childhood 
and Savage Grace comes author Jay Griffiths’s most personal work yet. 
Overwhelmed by both exhaustion and stress after a long struggle to fin-
ish her previous book, Griffiths felt herself slipping into crisis. It would 
lead to psychotic hallucinations, endless visits to the doctor and new 
medications that would take over her life for an entire year, culminating 
in a long solo pilgrimage across Spain. Tristimania is an unusual record 
of a psychotic episode as Griffiths took notes throughout. Having noted 
that people in manic periods often don’t remember them until they’re 
in that stage again, Griffiths writes, “When your mind is in flight, you 
don’t leave tracks on the ground so there are no prints, neither footprints 
nor printed letters on the page. But I felt fiercely that I had to take notes . . . 
that I had to mark the tracks of its passage.” With her detailed diary en-
tries, Griffiths is able to bring readers directly into the heart of a manic-
depressive episode, pulling the curtain back on how extraordinary and 
how tragic these feelings are.

She also uses her own journey to illuminate something of the uni-
versal human spirit, illustrating how Shakespeare amongst others offers 
clues to this condition. She explores the mercuriality of manic-depres-
sion partly through the character of Mercury, and looks at the condition 
as the workings of the Trickster in the human psyche. 

JAY GRIFFITHS

Tristimania
A Diary of Manic Depression

978-1-59376-726-8
CLOTH
6" × 9"
224 PAGES

$27.00
PSYCHOLOGY
TERRITORY: NA
JUNE

Photo courtesy of the author
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MARKETING

• National media outreach to travel 
publications, newspapers, and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

OF NOTE

• Porter’s encyclopedic knowledge of China 
and its citizens inform this travelogue

• Porter was awarded a 2011 Guggenheim 
Fellowship to work on Mountains and Rivers 
of Chinese Poetry and the 2010 Asian 
Literature Award from the American Literary 
Translators Association for In Such Hard 

Times

BILL PORTER (also known by his translation name, Red Pine) was born in 
Los Angeles in 1943 and attended graduate school at Columbia University. An 
acclaimed translator, his published works include three major Buddhist texts: 
The Platform Sutra, The Diamond Sutra, and The Heart Sutra. He is also the 
author of Zen Baggage, Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits. He has 
lived in Taiwan and Hong Kong, and has traveled extensively in China. He lives 
in Port Townsend, Washington.

The latest book in our series of pictorial 
travelogues through the cultural heart of China

Chinese civilization first developed 5,000 years ago in North China 
along the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River. And the Yellow 
River remained the center of Chinese civilization for the next 4,000 
years. Then a thousand years ago, this changed. A thousand years ago, 
the center of Chinese civilization moved to the Yangtze. And the Yangtze, 
not the Yellow River, has remained the center of its civilization. A thou-
sand years ago, the Chinese came up with a name for this new center of 
its civilization. They called it Chiangnan, meaning “South of the River,” 
the river in question, of course, being the Yangtze. The Chinese still 
call this region Chiangnan. Nowadays it includes the northern parts of 
Chekiang and Kiangsi provinces and the southern parts of Anhui and 
Kiangsu. And some would even add the northern part of Hunan. But it’s 
not just a region on the map. It’s a region in the Chinese spirit. It’s hard 
to put it into words. Ask a dozen Chinese what “Chiangnan” means, and 
they’ll give you a dozen different answers. For some the word conjures 
forests of pine and bamboo. For others, they envision hillsides of tea, or 
terraces of rice, or lakes of lotuses and fish. Or they might imagine Zen 
monasteries, or Taoist temples, or artfully-constructed gardens, or mist-
shrouded peaks. Oddly enough, no one ever mentions the region’s cities, 
which include some of the largest in the world. Somehow, whatever else 
it might mean to people, Chiangnan means a landscape, a landscape and 
a culture defined by mist, a landscape and a culture that lacks the harder 
edges of the arid North.

In the Fall of 1991, Bill Porter decided to travel through this vapor-
ous land, following the old post roads that still connected its administra-
tive centers and scenic wonders, its most famous hometowns and graves, 
and he was joined on this journey by his poet and photographer friends, 
Finn Wilcox and Steve Johnson. South of the Yangtze is a record in words 
and black-and-white images of their trip.

BILL PORTER

South of the Yangtze
Travels Through the Heart of China
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20

978-1-61902-733-6
CLOTH
6" × 9"
375 PAGES

$25.00
FICTION/THRILLER
TERRITORY: WE
JULY

© Naomi Fisch

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to crime/thriller 
and men’s publications, newspapers, radio, 
and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Author website is www.johnverdon.net 

• Author events and local media coverage in 
New York 

OF NOTE

• Peter Pan Must Die is the winner of the 
2015 Nero Award and a nominee for a 
Shamus Award

• Verdon’s earlier books in the Dave Gurney 
series have been praised by Faye Kellerman, 
John Lescroart, and David Baldacci

JOHN VERDON is the author of the Dave Gurney series of thrillers, international 
bestsellers published in more than two dozen languages—Think of a Number, Shut Your Eyes 
Tight, Let the Devil Sleep and Peter Pan Must Die. Before becoming a crime fiction writer, 
John had two previous careers—as an advertising creative director and a custom furniture 
maker. He currently lives with his wife, Naomi, in the rural mountains of upstate New 
York—raising chickens, tending the garden, mowing the fields, and devising the intricate 
plots of the Gurney novels.

Could a nightmare be used as a murder weapon? That’s the provocative 
question confronting Gurney in the thrilling new installment in this se-
ries of international bestsellers. The former NYPD star homicide detec-
tive is called upon to solve a baffling puzzle: Four people who live in dif-
ferent parts of the country and who seem to have little in common, report 
having had the same dream—a terrifying nightmare involving a bloody 
dagger with a carved wolf ’s head on the handle. All four are subsequently 
found with their wrists cut—apparent suicides—and the weapon used in 
each case was a wolf ’s head dagger.

Police zero in quickly on Richard Hammond, a controversial psychol-
ogist who conducts hypnotherapy sessions at a spooky old Adirondack 
inn called Wolf Lake Lodge. It seems that each of the victims had gone 
there to meet with Hammond shortly before turning up dead. 

Troubled by odd holes in the official approach to the case, Gurney 
begins his own investigation—an action that puts him in the crosshairs 
of not only an icy murderer and the local police but the darkest corner 
of the federal government. As ruthless as the blizzard trapping him in the 
sinister eeriness of Wolf Lake, Gurney’s enemies set out to keep him from 
the truth at any cost—including an all-out assault on the sanity of his 
beloved wife, Madeleine.

With his emotional resources strained to the breaking point, Gurney 
must throw himself into a deadly battle of wits with the most frightening 
opponent he has ever faced.

Wolf Lake is the page-turning new work by a writer hailed by the New 
York Times as “masterly”—and it furthers the adventures of Dave Gurney, 
a detective reviewers have compared to Sherlock Holmes.

JOHN VERDON

A Novel

Wolf Lake



2121

Praise for Peter Pan Must Die

“Verdon’s fourth Dave Gurney thriller (after Let the Devil Sleep) weaves a sophisticated and edgy web of suspense that mystery 
aficionados will love to help unravel. A taut plot filled with clever intrigue and unexpected twists will tantalize readers until its 
dramatic and startling conclusion.” —Library Journal [starred review] 

“Stellar . . . The plot is full of Verdon’s usual challenges (e.g., it was apparently impossible for the murder to have been carried out), 
but the cleverness is surpassed by the probing analysis of what makes Gurney tick.” —Publishers Weekly [starred review] 

“Verdon hit the ground running with his debut novel and he hasn’t lost a step through three more fine thrillers. Verdon’s novels, 
now read in twenty languages, feature serpentine plots, heightening suspense, skillfully developed characters, and a rich sense of 
place . . . Peter Pan may well be the creepiest fictional psychopath of the year. Mix in bent cops, gangsters, politics, big money, 
lies, and hints of incest, and you have a wonderfully compelling page-turner.” —Booklist [starred review] 

“A taut, fascinating tale.” —Kirkus

“The denouement in Peter Pan Must Die is one of the most unusual in crime fiction, and yet it’s perfectly logical. Verdon’s 
cleverness shines again.” —Miami Herald

The author of the 
critically acclaimed 
Dave Gurney series 

takes his storytelling 
powers to the next 

level in his most 
profoundly disturbing 

thriller yet
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MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Los Angeles

• National media outreach to nonfiction and 
crime/thriller publications, newspapers, 
radio shows, and blogs

• Goodreads giveaway

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Author is on Twitter at @chrispelisek 

OF NOTE

• Former LA Weekly reporter, Pelisek is now 
People Magazine’s crime reporter

• Christine will be covering the trial for People 
as the book is published. The trial begins 
in January.

• Christine is an award-winning investigative 
reporter who has covered national stories 
for The Daily Beast, 20/20, and more

• She has been profiled in the Los Angeles 

Times and Newsweek and has been 
interviewed as a crime expert by CNN, 
MSNBC, Fox News, and the Nancy Grace 

Show

CHRISTINE PELISEK is an award-winning investigative reporter who has been 
covering crime for almost fifteen years. She got her big break at LA Weekly and has since 
covered national stories for The Daily Beast, 20/20, and is now the crime reporter for People 
Magazine. She’s been profiled in the Los Angeles Times, Newsweek, Columbia Journalism 
Review, Ottawa Sun and has been interviewed as a crime expert by CNN, MSNBC, Fox 
News, Headline News and the Nancy Grace Show. She lives in Los Angeles.

Christine Pelisek—petite, blonde, Canadian—seems the least likely re-
porter to have broken the story on the longest running serial killer west of 
the Mississippi. But in 2008 she did just that with her cover story for LA 
Weekly, shedding light on a suspected killer of women in South Central 
Los Angeles who had been active since the 1980s. Dubbing him “The 
Grim Sleeper” for his possible long break between murders, Christine 
was the only one who put the pieces together after the L.A. coroner reluc-
tantly handed her a list of thirty-eight possibly linked homicides in 2006. 

Alleged serial killer Lonnie Franklin Jr. lived in South Central Los 
Angeles in the same neighborhood where his victims were found. He 
was a husband, a father, and neighborhood fixture. The victims were all 
women; some were prostitutes or drug addicts discarded like trash during 
a time the city was overrun with crime, drugs, and racial strife. Franklin is 
currently charged with ten murders, but investigators think he is respon-
sible for at least twenty more.

The Grim Sleeper captures a singular case but also tells a bigger story: 
about urban homicide investigations in areas beset by poverty and gang 
violence; about how a serial killer could continue his macabre work for so 
long in part due to society’s lack of concern for his victims; and about the 
power and tenacity of those who refused to let the case go cold.

CHRISTINE PELISEK

The Lost Women of South Central

The Grim Sleeper
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Excerpt from The Grim Sleeper

On one day in particular, we started at D&S Market, where she had met her assailant, and tried to 
retrace her footsteps in the car.  As we drove up and down the streets, she picked out close to a dozen houses 
that fit the description she remembered: a white house with a hedge in the front yard. I would snap photos 
of the homes along the way.

“Were there bars on the window?” I asked.
“I don’t remember,” she said. “I know he went around to the side of the house so we are looking for a 

home with a side door you can see from the street.”
While she remembered the house clearly after the attack, and had been able to lead police to it then, it 

had been twenty years and the neighborhood had changed.
“If I find that house again I am going up there,” she said.
“That’s not a good idea,” I said. 

The definitive book on 
the biggest homicide 
case in Los Angeles 

history told by the 
fearless reporter who 

broke the story
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MARKETING

• National media outreach to celebrity, general 
interest publications, newspapers, radio, 
and blogs

• Targeted outreach to celebrity publications

• Online promotion

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Los Angeles and the Bay Area

OF NOTE

• Intimate and candid photographs of Williams 
and his family reveal a rare, close friendship 
between the photographer and the late star

• Grace’s photos have been featured on the 
cover of Life, Time, Newsweek, The New York 

Times Magazine, and are in the permanent 
collections of numerous museums including 
the J. Paul Getty Museum, the National 
Portrait Gallery, and the High Museum of Art

• Book will be published to coincide with the 
second anniversary of Williams’s death

ARTHUR GRACE began his professional career in 1973 as a staff photographer for 
United Press International. During his award-winning thirty-year career, his photos have 
been featured on the cover of Life, Time, Newsweek, The New York Times Magazine, and are 
in the permanent collections of numerous museums including the J. Paul Getty Museum, 
the National Portrait Gallery, and the High Museum of Art. He has published four criti-
cally-acclaimed photographic books: Choose Me: Portraits of a Presidential Race, Comedians, 
State Fair, and America 101.

I had always thought that when I was around 84 and Robin was 80 we could 
collaborate on a book about the golden years of his career where he could look 
at my photographs and reminisce about the events and his feelings at the time. 
Unfortunately, that book was never to be . . . 

Photographer Arthur Grace first met Robin Williams in April 1986, 
at a comedy club in Pittsburgh where Williams was working to polish 
what would eventually become his award-winning special “Evening at 
the Met.” The two hit it off immediately, and thus blossomed a close 
friendship that carried them through their increasingly successful careers. 
Told through a series of stunning photographs of Williams taken by 
Grace over the course of this decades-long partnership, Robin Williams: 
A Singular Portrait offers a touching and up-close look at the real Robin 
Williams—the manic and happy, the pensive and weary, the engaged and 
disengaged, a true portrait of one of America’s greatest comics and most 
beloved actors.

For the millions of people around the globe whom Robin Williams 
has touched, these images, more than 150 photographs, a glorious mix-
ture of stunning color and resonating black-and-white presented in ex-
hibit format, will be something to embrace and cherish, not simply be-
cause of their exclusivity, but because of their intimacy and their honesty.

ARTHUR GRACE

A Singular Portrait, 1986–2002
Photographs by Arthur Grace

Robin Williams
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A gorgeous 
photographic 

profile of a true 
American genius by a 

renowned American 
photojournalist 
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MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to literary and 
women’s publications, newspapers, radio, 
and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author website 
www.danajohnsonauthor.com 

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Los Angeles

OF NOTE

• Johnson won the Flannery O’Connor Award 
for Short Fiction

DANA JOHNSON is the author of Break Any Woman Down, winner of the 
Flannery O’Connor Award for Short Fiction, and the novel Elsewhere, California. 
Both books were nominees for the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award. Born and 
raised in and around Los Angeles, she is an associate professor of English at the 
University of Southern California. Learn more at www.danajohnsonauthor.com.

The luminous new collection of stories by the 
Winner of the Flannery O’Connor Award for Short 
Fiction

Following her prize-winning collection Break Any Woman Down, Dana 
Johnson returns with a collection of bold stories set mostly in down-
town Los Angeles that examine large issues—love, class, race—and how 
they influence and define our most intimate moments. In “The Liberace 
Museum,” a mixed-race couple leave the South toward the destination 
of Vegas, crossing miles of road and history to the promised land of 
consumption; in “Rogues,” a young man on break from college lands in 
his brother’s Inland Empire neighborhood during a rash of unexplained 
robberies; in “She Deserves Everything She Gets,” a woman listens to 
the strict advice given to her spoiled niece about going away to college, 
reflecting on her own experience and the night she lost her best friend; 
and in the collection’s title story, a man setting down roots in downtown 
L.A. is haunted by the specter of both gentrification and a young fe-
male tourist, whose body was found in the water tower of a neighboring 
building.

With deep insight into character, intimate relationships, and the 
modern search for personal freedom, In the Not Quite Dark is a power-
ful new work that feels both urgent and timeless.

Praise for Elsewhere, California

“In this debut novel, Johnson brilliantly knits the dual narratives together, 
maintaining a dynamic balance between nimble language and rowdy, 
vulnerable characters. The real achievement is the honest, compassionate, 
and unflinching willingness to honor teenage struggles for identity, 
confidence, and love while listening to Led Zeppelin and rooting for the 
Dodgers.” —Publishers Weekly [starred review]

In the Not Quite Dark
Stories

DANA JOHNSON

Photo courtesy of the author
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MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to literary and 
men’s publications, newspapers, radio, and 
blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author is on Twitter at @JohnColapinto

• Author events and local media outreach in 
NYC

OF NOTE

• A darkly comic satire about the intersection 
of male sexual desire and media-driven 
culture

• Colapinto is a staff writer at The New Yorker, 
and has written for Vanity Fair, New York 

Magazine, and The New York Times Magazine

JOHN COLAPINTO is an award-winning journalist, author, and staff writer at The 
New Yorker, where he has written about subjects as diverse as medicinal leeches, Sotheby’s 
auctioneer Tobias Meyer, fashion designers Karl Lagerfeld and Rick Owens, and Paul 
McCartney. Prior to this he wrote for Vanity Fair, New York Magazine, and the New York 
Times Magazine, and he was a contributing editor at Rolling Stone. His nonfiction book As 
Nature Made Him: The Boy Who Was Raised as a Girl was a New York Times bestseller and his 
debut novel, About the Author, was nominated for the International IMPAC Dublin Literary 
Award. He lives in New York City.

Already hailed and persecuted for its perverse humor and wildly wicked 
sensibility, Undone is the tour-de-force black comedy by International 
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award Nominee John Colapinto.

In modern-day America, Dez is a former lawyer and teacher—an 
ephebophile with a proclivity for teenage girls, hiding out in a trailer park 
with his latest conquest Chloe.

Having been in and out of courtrooms (and therapists’ offices) for a 
number of years, Dez is adrift, at odds with a society that persecutes him 
over his desires. From his couch one afternoon, Dez watches an inter-
view with Jasper Ulrickson, a doting father and loving husband whose 
heartrending memoir, Lessons from My Daughter, has become a national 
bestseller: The memoir chronicles his journey with his wife, Pauline, who 
suffered a stroke giving birth to their only child and has been in a locked-
in state ever since. Espousing their deep connection and chaste marriage, 
Jasper’s selfless devotion to his wife has made him one of the most popular 
and admired men in America.

So Dez sets out to do what any red-blooded American would do: 
destroy Ulrickson by using Chloe to pose as the famous author’s long-lost 
daughter, infiltrate his family, seduce him, and, when he’s sent to jail, 
claim his fortune.

By turns sincere and wildly outlandish, precise and perverted, Undone 
will seduce readers as one of the most provocative publishing events of 
the summer.

JOHN COLAPINTO

A Novel

Undone
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Praise for Undone

“Wicked, sexy, funny, ghastly, tragic, and, oh, did I say very funny. The dialogue is good and so is the narrative, intelligent and 
witty. A terrific read.” —Michael Lindsay-Hogg, author of Luck and Circumstance 

“Undone casts a very specific spell: It enthralls and horrifies simultaneously . . . it’s a pseudo-incestuous thriller, a noir that, like 
Francine Prose’s Blue Angel and Philip Roth’s American Pastoral, details the unraveling of the moral American man and his world 
. . . The inevitable disaster exerts a magnetizing force, drawing the reader forward at hurtling speeds to an intolerable climax. Our 
own urgency and hunger for the story is upsetting perhaps precisely because it mimics the hero’s troubling lust.”  
—The Globe and Mail

“You might call Undone a Lolita for the DNA-age . . . . Colapinto revels conspicuously in words and language. His sprightly third-
person narrator rambles garrulously, as if extemporizing an obscure fable. Put the book down and it’s easy to imagine him still 
chatting away inside the covers . . . Undone stretches credulity like taffy, mostly because it can: the dominant mood here is social 
and psychological satire, not realism. Colapinto exploits it all brilliantly, taking considerable risks along the way.”  
—The Toronto Star

“As impolite a book as you’re likely to read . . . Undone is a novel about envy and the ways in which it corrodes and corrupts.”  
—The Globe and Mail

The darkly absurdist 
satire about male 
sexual desire run 

rampant in a  
media-saturated 

culture is destined to 
become one of the 
most talked about 

books of the summer



3030

978-1-59376-643-6
TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL
6" × 9"
356 PAGES

$17.95
MEMOIR
TERRITORY: NA
APRIL

I N F A M Y

L Y D I A  C A C H O

H O W  O N E  W O M A N  B R O U G H T  A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

 S E X  T R A F F I C K I N G  R I N G  T O  J U S T I C E 

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to nonfiction and 
political publications, newspapers, and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

OF NOTE

• Cacho’s awards include: Human Rights 
Watch Premio Nacional de Periodismo 
Ginetta Sagan Amnesty Award 2007; 
OXFAM award 2007; IWMF award; CNN 
Hero; UNESCO-Guillermo Cano freedom of 
expression award; The Wallemberg Medal; 
The Tucholsky Award; PEN Canada Award; 
UNANIMA World Press International Hero 
2010 (for the International Press Institute 
in Vienna)

LYDIA CACHO is a Mexican journalist, author, and a feminist activist. She 
has published seven books, one of them the award-winning Manual to Prevent, 
Detect and Heal Child Sexual Abuse (Con Mi Hijo No). Currently Ms. Cacho is a 
columnist with El Universal.

The author of Slavery, Inc. tells the story of her 
illegal arrest and torture by the Mexican police 
after she uncovered a child sex trafficking ring in 
Cancun

In 2005, after publishing her book The Demons of Eden—where she 
denounced the very powerful men behind a Mexican child pornogra-
phy ring—Lydia Cacho became a target. Exactly eight months after the 
publication of the book, one morning as she was making her way to 
work, Lydia was apprehended by the police from the neighboring state 
of Puebla, and taken into custody during a nightmarish 24 hours during 
which she was tortured, intimidated, and abused.

In this chilling memoir, comparable to Ayaan Hirsi Ali’s Infidel, 
Lydia tells her story and exposes the horrific ways in which women—
and young girls in particular—are abused, then disposed of, while an 
oftentimes corrupt government simply sits and watches.

Praise for Lydia Cacho

“Cacho is not somebody who can be silenced.” —The Guardian

“Confronted by these abhorrent practices, Cacho tries to understand how, 
ethically, we as a society can allow sex slavery to exist and thrive. She boldly 
questions every aspect of our civilization, including sacrosanct values such as 
free speech, free markets, and liberty.” —Bookslut

“Lydia Cacho is an impressive investigator renowned for pursuing stories 
often at great personal risk.” —Socialist Review

“Lionhearted Mexican journalist and activist Cacho probes prostitution, 
pedophilia, and sex trafficking rings across Southeast Asia, South America, 
and beyond.” —Publishers Weekly

Infamy
How One Woman Brought an International  
Sex Trafficking Ring to Justice

LYDIA CACHO

© Marco Alar
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The Life Project
The Extraordinary Story of 70,000 Ordinary Lives

The remarkable story of a unique series of studies 
that have touched the lives of almost everyone in 
the world

On March 3, 1946, a survey began that is, today, the longest-running 
study of human development in the world, growing to encompass six 
generations of children, 150,000 people, and some of the best-studied 
people on the planet. The simple act of observing human life has changed 
the way we are born, schooled, parent and die, irrevocably altering our 
understanding of inequality and health. This is the tale of these stud-
ies, the scientists who created them, sustained them, and perhaps most 
importantly, the remarkable discoveries that have come from them. The 
envy of scientists, The Life Project is one of the world’s best-kept secrets. 

Excerpt from The Life Project

More than anything else, however, the birth cohorts have shown 
that the first few years of life deeply impact on all the years that 
follow. Children who were born into wealthier or higher-class 
families have been more likely to do well in school and higher 
education, land good jobs, stay slim, healthy and mentally sharp. 
Those born into disadvantage, on the other hand, have been 
more likely to struggle on every score. In short, our parents’ cir-
cumstances largely prescribe ours, and this seems to be as true for 
the children born in 2000 as it was for those born in 1946. At 
the same time, the cohort studies have revealed that some routes 
to escaping disadvantage do exist. 

HELEN PEARSON

MARKETING
• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to culture, 
psychology, and nonfiction publications, 
newspapers, and blogs 

• Major review coverage, targeted towards 
music and culture outlets

• National media campaign including print and 
NPR/radio interviews

• Targeted outreach toward music and culture 
outlets

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

OF NOTE
• A snapshot of an often-overlooked segment 

of the population that has wider implications 
for race and class issues, in the vein of The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks

HELEN PEARSON is a science journalist and editor for the international 
science journal Nature. She has been writing for Nature since 2001 and her works 
have won accolades, including the 2010 Wistar Institute Science Journalism 
Award and two best-feature awards from the Association of British Science 
Writers. She is now based in London, after eight years with Nature in New York. 

© Chris Jelley

$17.95
SOCIAL SCIENCE/ANTHROPOLOGY
TERRITORY: US
MAY
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The Seed Collectors
A Novel

Great Aunt Oleander is dead. To each of her nearest and dearest she has 
left a seed pod. The seed pods might be deadly, but then again they might 
also contain the secret of enlightenment. Not that anyone has much time 
for enlightenment. Fleur, left behind at the crumbling Namaste House, 
must step into Oleander’s role as guru to lost and lonely celebrities. 
Bryony wants to lose the weight she put on after her botanist parents 
disappeared, but can’t stop drinking. And Charlie struggles to make sense 
of his life after losing the one woman he could truly love.
 A complex and fiercely contemporary tale of inheritance, enlighten-
ment, life, death, desire and family trees, The Seed Collectors is the most 
important novel yet from one of the world’s most daring and brilliant 
writers. As Henry James said of George Eliot’s Middlemarch, The Seed 
Collectors is a ‘treasurehouse of detail’ revealing all that it means to be con-
nected, to be part of a society, to be part of the universe and to be human.

SCARLETT THOMAS was born in London in 1972. Her other novels include PopCo, 
The End of Mr.Y which was longlisted for the Orange Broadband Prize for Fiction 2007, 
and Our Tragic Universe. She teaches creative writing at the University of Kent.

MARKETING

• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to literary and 
women’s publications, newspapers, radio, 
and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author is on Twitter at @scarthomas

OF NOTE

• The Seed Collectors has won praise from 
Neil Gaiman, William Gibson, and Matt Haig

• Thomas’s novel The End of Mr. Y was 
longlisted for the Orange Broadband Prize 
for Fiction

SCARLETT THOMAS
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“I have no idea why 
everyone thinks 

nature is so benign 
and glorious and 

wonderful. All nature 
is trying to do is kill 
us as efficiently as 

possible.”

Praise for The Seed Collectors 

“The Seed Collectors is entrancing: it’s a sharply observed contemporary novel of real people and real plants and real desire and real 
hurt, and it’s somehow also one of the sharpest fantasies I’ve encountered. A sour-and-sweet delight.”  
—Neil Gaiman, author of American Gods

“Simultaneously sharply-drawn and dreamlike, often hilarious, The Seed Collectors is a baroque family saga of human fallibility, 
love, eccentricity, sex, spirituality, and of a lost, legendary, coincidentally lethal route to absolute transcendence. Scarlett Thomas 
is a splendid novelist.” —William Gibson, author of Neuromancer

“Scarlett Thomas is one of my favorite writers ever and The Seed Collectors might be her best yet. She fuses the comically 
everyday with a far-out botanical adventure in ways which are brutally funny and profound all at once. Barbed, casually genius, 
philosophical and intensely readable. A joy.” —Matt Haig, author of The Radleys

“Her prose is splendidly alive, full of unexpected phrases and delicious cadences . . . like Pratchett, Thomas blends her flippancy 
and her philosophy perfectly. A fantastical family saga.” —The Guardian

“Scarlett Thomas has a skillful way of blending fantasy and realism . . . The Seed Collectors is consistently enjoyable.”  
—Financial Times 

“She has woven her distinct brand of mystery and intrigue into a complex family saga.” —The Observer
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MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Mohr’s work has been described as “post-
millennial Bukowski with a dash of Hubert 
Selby, Jr.”

• Widely reviewed in most national 
publications including the New York Times 

Book Review, O Magazine, San Francisco 

Chronicle, Wall Street Journal, and many 
others

• Author is a writer beloved in the indie 
bookselling community

Photo courtesy of the author

JOSHUA MOHR is the author of the novels Termite Parade (a New York 
Times Book Review Editor’s Choice selection), Some Things that Meant the World 
to Me (one of O Magazine’s Top 10 reads of 2009 and a San Francisco Chronicle 
bestseller), Damascus, and Fight Song, all published to much critical acclaim. 
Mohr teaches in the MFA program at the University of San Francisco.

“Poignant and darkly funny . . . Mohr’s narrative is 
by turns heartrending and humorous, with never 
a dull moment. Readers will love this cast of 
characters.” —Publishers Weekly

Morning rush hour on the Golden Gate Bridge. Amidst the river of 
metal and glass a shocking event occurs, leaving those who witnessed it 
desperately looking for answers, most notably one man and his son Jake, 
who captured the event and uploaded it to the internet for all the world 
to experience. As the media swarms over the story, Jake will face the 
ramifications of his actions as he learns the perils of our modern discon-
nect between the real world and the world we create online.

In land-locked Arizona, as the entire country learns of the event, Sara 
views Jake’s video just before witnessing a horrible event of her own: her 
boyfriend’s posting of their intimate sex tape. As word of the tape leaks 
out, making her an instant pariah, Sara needs to escape the small town’s 
persecution of her careless action. Along with Rodney, an old boyfriend 
injured long ago in a freak accident that destroyed his parents’ marriage, 
she must run faster than the internet trolls seeking to punish her for her 
indiscretions. Sara and Rodney will reunite with his estranged mother, 
Kat, now in danger from a new man in her life who may not be who 
he—or his online profiles—claims to be, a dangerous avatar in human 
form.

With a wide cast of characters and an exciting pace that mimics the 
speed of our modern, all-too-connected lives, All This Life examines the 
dangerous intersection of reality and the imaginary, where coding and 
technology seek to highlight and augment our already flawed human 
connections. Using his trademark talent for creating memorable charac-
ters, with a deep insight into language and how it can be twisted to alter 
reality, Joshua Mohr returns with his most contemporary and insightful 
novel yet.

JOSHUA MOHR

All This Life
A Novel
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Cosmic Hotel
A Novel

In an empty and decaying hotel by the Atlanta 
airport, a family turns their attention to the cosmos 
but find there is still much they do not understand 
about the familiar things around them 

Sandeep Sanghavi, the mixed-race son of an Indian businesswoman and 
a famous American astronomer, lives a nomadic albeit mundane life 
traveling the country with his mother for her hotel consulting firm. His 
life becomes more interesting when various lost objects suddenly begin 
to reappear. Then a stranger calls and claims responsibility for the re-
turned objects in exchange for an introduction to Sandeep’s astronomer 
father, the rebellious and eccentric Van Ray, who has no phone, email or 
qualms about having abandoned his son twenty years ago.

Van Ray shows up broke with his pregnant ex-wife astronaut in tow, 
claiming to have discovered a big secret that will change their lives for-
ever; a new discovery guaranteed to change him from “science famous” 
to “famous famous.”

With his family together for the first time in years, Sandeep must 
juggle his father’s scientific search, his mother’s failing business, and the 
tension of having family all together for the first time in decades. 

Praise for Cosmic Hotel

“Russ Franklin’s Cosmic Hotel is a smart, provocative novel of breathtaking 
originality that renders a veritable Unified Field Theory of family, the 
American Dream, and the wide, pulsing Cosmos. Franklin is a remarkable 
new literary voice.” —Robert Olen Butler, author of A Good Scent from a 
Strange Mountain, winner of the Pulitzer Prize

RUSS FRANKLIN

MARKETING
• Prepublication reading copies available

• National media outreach to literary and 
men’s publications, newspapers, radio, and 
blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

• Author is on Twitter at @RussFranklin4

• Author events and local media outreach in 
Tallahassee, FL

OF NOTE
• Franklin has been the recipient of both 

Stegner and Capote Fellowships, and has 
received Pushcart nominations

• Franklin has been nominated for the Walt 
McDonald Prize, and his stories have been 
included in the Best American Non-Required 

Reading Marketing

RUSS FRANKLIN has degrees in math, physics, and literature, and was a 
Wallace Stegner Fellow in Fiction at Stanford University, as well as a Kingsbury 
Fellow at Florida State University. His work has appeared in Oxford American, 
Alaska Quarterly Review, Greensboro Review, and other publications. He currently 
teaches writing at Florida State University in Tallahassee.

© Carlos Miranda
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MARKETING

• National media outreach to graphic novel 
and women’s publications, newspapers, 
radio, and blogs

• Online promotion

• E-galleys available on Edelweiss

• Goodreads giveaway

OF NOTE

• Jones’s graphic novel Race to Incarcerate 
was named one of the Great Graphic Novels 
of 2014 by the Young Adult Library Services 
Association

• Repeated conservative attacks on Planned 
Parenthood continue unabated, almost 
ensuring that the issue of reproductive 
rights will always be in the news

© Steve Stern

SABRINA JONES is a painter and comic book artist, writer, illustrator, 
and editor commonly associated with the work of artist/activist collectives such 
as Carnival Knowledge and underground comics such as GirlTalk and World 
War 3 Illustrated. Her graphic novel Race to Incarcerate was named one of the 
Great Graphic Novels of 2014 by the Young Adult Library Services Association. 
She received a BFA in painting from Pratt and later an MFA in illustration from 
School of Visual Arts. She lives in New York City.

A radical graphic novel recounting the career 
of Margaret Sanger, the pioneering American 
birth-control activist and sex educator

Working-class nurse. Mother of three. Labor organizer. Margaret Sanger 
—best known as the pioneer of birth control—was revolutionary in 
more ways than one. In Sabrina Jones’s graphic novel Our Lady of Birth 
Control, the author illustrates the incredible life of Margaret Sanger 
(1879–1966), framing the biography with her personal experiences of 
coming of age at the height of the sexual revolution.

During her lifetime, Sanger transformed herself from working-class 
nurse to an exuberant free-lover and savvy manipulator of the media, 
the law, and her wealthy supporters. Through direct action, propagan-
da, exile, and imprisonment, she ultimately succeeded in bringing legal 
access to birth control to women of all classes. Sanger’s revolutionary 
actions established organizations that eventually evolved into Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America.

Sabrina Jones’s autobiographical sections of Our Lady of Birth 
Control show her journey into activist art in response to the anti-feminist 
backlash of the Reagan era. From street theater and protest graphics to 
alternative comics, her path similarly follows in Margaret’s footsteps, 
encountering versions of the same adversaries. Her striking imagery 
evokes the late 20th century, recalling the ashcan artists of “The Masses,” 
acclaimed magazine of Sanger’s formative years.

Powerful, poetic, and extremely personal, this historical graphic nov-
el is an in-depth look at the woman responsible for bringing freedom to 
the masses, men and women alike.

SABRINA JONES

Our Lady of Birth Control
A Cartoonist’s Encounter with Margaret Sanger
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MARKETING

• National print campaign targeting fiction 
reviewers

• Online campaign targeting online western 
fiction and literary magazines, book groups, 
and bloggers

• Social media campaign including ongoing 
consumer contests and Pharos Library 
giveaways

• Tie-in promotion through www.mollygloss 
.com and social media pages

OF NOTE

• Frank O’Rourke was an award-winning and 
critically acclaimed author whose westerns 
were consistently praised for their rich 
characterizations and historic authenticity

FRANK O’ROURKE (October 16, 1916–April 27, 1989) was a prolific, versatile, and popular writer of novels, west-
erns, mysteries, sports fiction, and short stories. He wrote more than 60 novels; his first, E Company, based on his life in the 
wartime Army, was published in 1945. He wrote so quickly, sometimes three books a year, that on the advice of agents he 
used such pseudonyms as Patrick O’Malley, Frank O’Malley, and Kevin Connor. Some of his works were made into mov-
ies and television plays, including The Bravados, starring Gregory Peck in 1958, and A Mule for the Marquesa (retitled The 
Professionals), starring Burt Lancaster in 1966. 

MOLLY GLOSS is a fourth-generation Oregonian who lives in Portland. She is the bestselling author of The Jump-Off 
Creek, The Dazzle of Day, Wild Life, The Hearts of Horses, and Falling From Horses. Her work has earned numerous awards, 
including an Oregon Book Award, a Pacific Northwest Booksellers Award, the PEN West Fiction Prize, the James Tiptree Jr. 
Award, and a Whiting Writers Award.

The Diamond Hitch paints a poignant picture of the 
sunset days of the Old West and the cowboys who 
worked it.

Based on the life of bronc rider Doughbelly Price, The Diamond Hitch 
tells the story of Dewey Jones, Western cowman and rodeo hooligan, as 
he travels the circuit throughout the Southwest in search of that one big 
purse that will punch his ticket out of rodeo bumming and into a more 
normal life. O’Rourke effectively evokes the sights, sounds, and smells 
of the cowboy way presenting an unvarnished glimpse into this vanished 
way of life.

Praise for The Diamond Hitch

“The account of the round up camps, of herding wild cattle, of rough country, 
of burros has an unpressed reality that makes this a substantial and authentic 
tale of a vanished way of life.” —Kirkus

“A new O’Rourke yarn is always cause for rejoicing.” —Luke Short

“Roars with reality.” —The Milwaukee Journal

The Diamond Hitch 

FRANK O’ROURKE  
SELECTED AND INTRODUCED BY MOLLY GLOSS 
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MARKETING

• National print campaign targeting fiction 
reviewers

• Online campaign targeting online literary 
magazines, book groups, and bloggers

• Social media campaign including ongoing 
consumer contests and Pharos Library 
giveaways

• Tie-in promotion through www.aimeebender 
.com and social media sites

OF NOTE

• While some of these tales appear in All the 

Days and Nights: The Collected Stories of 

William Maxwell, all 29 are presented and 
arranged here as originally intended

WILLIAM KEEPERS MAXWELL, JR. (August 16, 1908–July 31, 2000) served as a fiction editor at The New 
Yorker 1936 to 1975. Among his novels are Time Will Darken It and So Long, See You Tomorrow. His story collections included 
The Old Man at the Railroad Crossing and Other Tales (1966), Over by the River, and Other Stories, and Billy Dyer and Other 
Stories. His honors included the American Book Award, the Brandeis Creative Arts Medal,  and the William Dean Howells 
Medal of the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 

AIMEE BENDER is the author of five books: The Girl in the Flammable Skirt, An Invisible Sign of My Own, Willful 
Creatures, The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake, and The Color Master. Her short fiction has been published in Granta, GQ, 
Harper’s, Tin House, McSweeney’s, and The Paris Review. She lives in Los Angeles, where she teaches at USC.

Unique among William Maxwell’s celebrated books, 
the twenty-nine tales of this adroit collection have a 
timelessness that marries them to the ancient oral 
tradition of Aesop and the Brothers Grimm.

In these tales, with one foot firmly planted in the present, Maxwell 
brings a certain sophisticated urbanity to the oral traditions of the fable 
and fairy tale. “The total effect is of something midway between the 
Brothers Grimm and Kafka, with perhaps a touch of Zen” (NYRB April 
1966). While modern enough in locale and context, they are as old as 
humanity itself in what concerns them. And always that voice, the age-
old voice of the storyteller, the eternal magic of the speaking human 
voice. Such simplicity takes true artistry and Maxwell has that in spades.

Praise for Old Man at the Railroad Crossing and Other 
Tales

“(T)ales of joy and innocence swallowed up in an uncaring world—these are 
winning and disturbing vignettes, sometimes heartbreaking in their obvious 
application to universals of the human condition.” —Kirkus

“[These tales] blend . . . the quality of classic fables with the form of fairy 
tales. They combine the traditions of Aesop and the Brothers Grimm and are 
faithful to both . . . [Mr. Maxwell’s] morals and proverbs are always original, 
frequently funny . . . often ironic and profound.”  
—The New York Times Book Review

“William Maxwell’s tales have the elusive ability to reveal us to ourselves, 
taking us beyond the frozen moment of perfection and guiding us gently into 
the wonder of uncertainty.” —Erica Wagner

“A writer of awesome stature.” —The Irish Times

“Maxwell’s sensitive prose is the good and careful tool of an artist who is 
always doing exactly what he means to do.” —Eudora Welty

WILLIAM MAXWELL 
SELECTED AND INTRODUCED BY AIMEE BENDER 

Old Man at the Railroad 
Crossing and Other Tales 
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Our Town
A Novel

A dazzling literary debut set amidst the 
neighborhoods of Los Angeles in the vein of 
Revolutionary Road and Ask the Dust

Our Town is the debut of a striking literary voice, one that captures 
the disillusion at the fringes of Hollywood as seen through a haze of 
drugs, alcohol, abuse, and fallen aspirations. An unseen narrator guides 
us through the dark fairy tale of Dorothy White, an aspiring actress 
who “never quite figured how to get out of her own way.” Her perfect 
marriage to an equally golden actor, Dale, quickly turns into one of 
jealousy and violence. Dorothy ends the marriage yet begins a legacy 
of self-destruction for the failed couple, as well as their two children, 
Clover and Dylan.

But we see the pathos in Dorothy’s attempts to get back on track, to 
be a good woman, mother, and grandmother. Throughout the novel, 
she is left in the wake of decisions that turn disastrous. Her downward 
spiral from elusive fame into consistent infamy—a series of DUIs, the 
continuing neglect of her children, a string of failed and unhealthy re-
lationships—is not without its grace, with the warmth of her character 
shining through her spackled makeup and cloud of acrid perfume. In 
many ways, Dorothy White is an anti-heroine for the ages—“vanilla 
voiced,” bewigged, loving, and ever radiant—a sympathetic character 
caught in the riptide of her transformation from small-town southern 
girl to one-time toast of Hollywood to embarrassing tabloid fodder.

Our Town is an original and startling debut novel, one whose fresh 
voice and expert perspective reinvents the Hollywood story for a new 
generation of readers.

Praise for Our Town

“McEnroe is a seriously talented writer, and Our Town is a seriously brilliant, 
iconoclastic, deliciously readable book.” —Chicago Tribune

KEVIN JACK MCENROE

MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Hardcover was praised by Hilton Als and the 
Chicago Tribune

KEVIN JACK MCENROE was born in Los Angeles to actress Tatum 
O’Neal and athlete John McEnroe. He was raised in New York and graduated 
from Columbia University with an MFA. He currently lives in Brooklyn.

NEW  
PAPERBACKS
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• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion
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• The beloved poet’s first book of original 
poetry in a decade

• Includes poems about his work as a 
homesteader and householder, as a father, 
husband, friend, and neighbor

Pulitzer Prize–winning poet GARY SNYDER is the author of sixteen books 
of poetry and prose. Since 1970 he has lived with his family in the watershed of 
the South Yuba River in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada in Northern California.

The first collection of new poems from Snyder in a 
decade, this volume is laid out like a map of the 
poet’s last ten years, chronicling his experiences 
as a father, husband, friend, and neighbor

“ This present moment 
That lives on 
To become 
Long ago.”

For his first collection of new poems since his celebrated Danger on 
Peaks, published in 2004, Gary Snyder finds himself ranging over the 
planet. Journeys to the Dolomites, to the north shore of Lake Tahoe, 
from Paris and Tuscany to the shrine at Delphi, from Santa Fe to Sella 
Pass, Snyder lays out these poems as a map of the last decade. Placed 
side-by-side, they become a path and a trail of complexity and lyrical 
regard, a sort of riprap of the poet’s eighth decade. And in the mix are 
some of the most beautiful domestic poems of his great career, poems 
about his work as a homesteader and householder, as a father and hus-
band, as a friend and neighbor. A centerpiece in this collection is a long 
poem about the death of his beloved, Carole Koda, a rich poem of grief 
and sorrow, rare in its steady resolved focus on a dying wife, of a power 
unequaled in American poetry. 

As a friend is quoted in one of these new poems:

“ I met the other lately in the far back of a bar, 
musicians playing near the window and he 
sweetly told me ‘listen to that music.

The self we hold so dear will soon be gone.’”

Gary Snyder is one of the greatest American poets of the last century, 
and This Present Moment shows his command, his broad range, and his 
remarkable courage.

GARY SNYDER

This Present Moment
New Poems

© Kurt Lorenz
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The Etiquette of Freedom
Gary Snyder, Jim Harrison, and The Practice of the Wild

A companion to the film The Practice of the Wild, 
offering rare glimpses into the lives and times of 
Gary Snyder and Jim Harrison

Gary Snyder joined his old friend, novelist Jim Harrison, to discuss their 
loves and lives and what has become of them throughout the years. Set 
amidst the natural beauty of the Santa Lucia Mountains, their conversa-
tions—harnessing their ideas of all that is wild, sacred, and intimate in 
this world—move from the admission that Snyder’s mother was a de-
vout atheist to his personal accounts of his initiation into Zen Buddhist 
culture, being literally dangled by the ankles over a cliff. After years of 
living in Japan, Snyder returns to the States to build a farmhouse in the 
remote foothills of the Sierras, a homestead he calls Kitkitdizze. 

For all of the depth in these conversations, Jim Harrison and Gary 
Snyder are humorous and friendly, and with the artfully interspersed 
dialogue from old friends and loves like Scott Slovic, Michael McClure, 
Jack Shoemaker, and Joanne Kyger, the discussion reaches a level of 
not only the personal, but the global, redefining our idea of the Beat 
Generation and challenging the future directions of the environmental 
movement and its association with “Deep Ecology.” 

Praise for The Practice of the Wild

“Gary Snyder’s deep hope—that someday we might all be native Americans, 
at home in our grand place—is the only hope we have. This is an exquisite 
book, and a hard one. Read it—and then live it, as best as you can.”  
—Bill McKibben

“What thoughtful beauty! How skillfully Gary Snyder interfuses the practical 
knowledge of an animal sense with story, language, and song. True teachers 
in America are now an endangered species. I learn so much from this good 
man’s perception, humor, discipline, and love for this world. I am honored to 
praise this book.” —James Hillman 

GARY SNYDER AND JIM HARRISON 
EDITED BY PAUL EBENKAMP

MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Includes sixteen pages of still and archival 
photographs

Pulitzer Prize-winning poet GARY SNYDER is the author of sixteen books of poetry and prose. Since 1970 he has lived 
with his family in the watershed of the South Yuba River in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada in Northern California.

JIM HARRISON was born in Michigan in 1937. A member of The American Academy of Arts and Letters, he has pub-
lished more than thirty books including Returning to Earth, The English Major, and Legends of the Fall. His several books of 
poems include most recently Saving Daylight and In Search of Small Gods. He divides his time between Michigan and Arizona.
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• National media outreach to literary 
publications and blogs

• Online promotion
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OF NOTE

• Connell was nominated for the Man Booker 
International Prize, for lifetime achievement

• In 2010, Connell was awarded a Los Angeles 

Times Book Prize: the Robert Kirsch Award, 
for “a living author with a substantial 
connection to the American West, whose 
contribution to American letters deserves 
special recognition”

EVAN CONNELL—long recognized as one of the most important literary 
voices of contemporary letters—was the author of 17 books, including Mrs. 
Bridge, Deus lo Volt, and the best-selling Son of the Morning Star. He was nomi-
nated for a Man Booker Prize for lifetime achievement in 2009, and in 2010 was 
awarded the Robert Kirsch Award by the Los Angeles Times for his accomplish-
ments as a writer with a substantial connection to the American West. He lived 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, until his death in 2013.

In this deeply unsettling, yet utterly compelling 
story, critically-acclaimed writer Evan Connell 
examines the chaos that is America during the 
1960’s through the eyes of a man descending into 
madness 

The story begins with the unhappy marriage of junior clerk Earl 
Summerfield to the much older Bianca. Feeling victimized by his cold 
wife and mocking superiors at work, Earl decides to keep a diary, a 
chronicle of his apparently crumbling marital relations, the paranoia 
and abuses he is seemingly forced to tolerate at work, and the world 
around him going to pieces in 1960’s San Francisco. What he sees, what 
he says, what he wants to say—everything swarms his head and con-
sciousness, inciting and fueling fantasies of love, ambition, and avenging 
the violent crimes with which he was becoming obsessed. His angry and 
unstable mind alternates between feelings of apprehension and disgust, 
and exploring his own violent, sexual fantasies, and Earl takes action 
first by breaking into other people’s houses and then fixating on various 
women, before settling with utmost and troubling certainty on the local 
beauty queen, Mara St. John’s.

This unnerving work is a contemplation of the middle-class exis-
tence in a changing world, narrated by an unstable man held hostage by 
his deteriorating mental state.

Praise for The Diary of a Rapist

“Connell is among the country’s foremost writers.” —Peter Matthiessen

“The Diary of a Rapist is a bold and original piece of writing and further 
emphasizes the importance of Mr. Connell’s talent. He knows all the colors 
of darkness and the full sound of the heart’s anguish.”  
—The New York Times Book Review

The Diary of a Rapist
A Novel

EVAN CONNELL 
INTRODUCTION BY A.M. HOMES

Photo courtesy of the author’s estate
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The Chapel
A Novel

Navigating through grief, a recently widowed woman 
finds herself taking the place of her late-husband 
on a tour of Italian churches and monuments, 
only to find that her companions are far more 
interesting than she could have ever imagined

Recently widowed, unhappily stuck on a pricey whiplash tour of Italy, 
Elizabeth Berman comes face to face with the first documented paint-
ing of a teardrop in human history, and in the presence of that tearful 
mother, and the arresting company of the renowned and anonymous 
women painted by Giotto in the Arena Chapel, she wakes up to the 
possibility that she is not lost.

That’s how Elizabeth winds up on a tour better suited to her late-
husband, a Dante scholar. Mitchell masterminded the itinerary as a sur-
prise for their thirty-fifth wedding anniversary.

Itching to leave as soon as she arrives in Padua, Elizabeth’s efforts 
to book a ticket home are stymied by her aggressively supportive chil-
dren, the ministrations of an incomprehensibly Italian hotel staff, and 
the prospect of forfeiting the sizable chunk of cash she shelled out for 
the trip. But there are consolations—arugula pizza and ancient arcades 
and Aperol spritzes in the piazza with her odd lot of fellow castaways.

Instead of deconstructing their disappointing former lives, they are 
drawn together by their longing to understand how something beautiful 
is made. They dive headlong into the Arena Chapel, trying to untangle 
Giotto himself, whose frescoes in Padua secured his reputation as the 
world’s greatest painter. 

Michael Downing has devised a divine romantic comedy. Tracking 
the hopes and heartaches and hangovers of a woman with a history of 
disappearing, The Chapel shows us that happiness is as fragile as a fresco 
by Giotto. 

MICHAEL DOWNING

MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Downing’s novel Perfect Agreement was 
named one of the 10 Best Books of the year 
by Amazon and Newsday, while his Breakfast 

with Scot was adapted into a film and was 
selected as an Honor Book by the ALA

MICHAEL DOWNING’s novels include the national bestseller Perfect 
Agreement, named one of the 10 Best Books of the year by Amazon and Newsday, 
and Breakfast with Scot, a comedy about two gay men who inadvertently become 
parents. His nonfiction includes Shoes Outside the Door: Desire, Devotion, and 
Excess at San Francisco Zen Center. His essays and reviews appear in the New York 
Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, and other periodicals. Michael teach-
es creative writing at Tufts University. He and his partner have lived together in 
Cambridge for more than 25 years.

© Frank Monkiewicz
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• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Hardcover was praised by The Atlantic, The 

Boston Globe, and The NYT Book Review

• Book is based on popular NYT op-ed from 
2011

• An illuminating exploration of daily life, and 
how the crush of mundane tasks has quietly 
overburdened everyone

CRAIG LAMBERT is the author of Mind Over Water: Lessons on Life from 
the Art of Rowing. He is the deputy editor at Harvard Magazine and has also 
written for Sports Illustrated and Town & Country. He graduated from Harvard 
College and received his PhD in sociology, also from Harvard, in 1978.

“Reading Shadow Work will be full of a-ha! 
moments for readers. It’s delightful, surprising, 
witty, and smart.” —Daniel Goleman, author of 
Emotional Intelligence

With the exception of sleep, humans spend more of their lifetimes on 
work than any other activity. It is central to our economy, society, and 
the family. It underpins our finances and our sense of meaning in life. 
Given the overriding importance of work, we need to recognize a pro-
found transformation in the nature of work that is significantly altering 
lives: the incoming tidal wave of shadow work.

Shadow work includes all the unpaid tasks we do on behalf of busi-
nesses and organizations. It has slipped into our routines stealthily; most 
of us do not realize how much of it we are already doing, even as we 
pump our own gas, scan and bag our own groceries, execute our own 
stock trades, and build our own unassembled furniture. But its presence 
is unmistakable, and its effects far-reaching.

Fueled by the twin forces of technology and skyrocketing personnel 
costs, shadow work has taken a foothold in our society. Lambert terms 
its prevalence as “middle-class serfdom,” and examines its sources in the 
invasion of robotics, the democratization of expertise, and new demands 
on individuals at all levels of society. The end result? A more personal-
ized form of consumption, a great social leveling (pedigrees don’t help 
with shadow work!), and the weakening of communities as robotics re-
duce daily human interaction.

Shadow Work offers a field guide to this new phenomenon. It shines 
a light on these trends now so prevalent in our daily lives and, more 
importantly, offers valuable insight into how to counter their effects. 
It will be essential reading to anyone seeking to understand how their 
day got so full—and how to deal with the ubiquitous shadow work that 
surrounds them.

Shadow Work
The Unpaid, Unseen Jobs That Fill Your Day 

CRAIG LAMBERT

Photo courtesy of the author
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Born Bad
Original Sin and the Making of the Western World

An exploration of the unexpected ways in which the 
concept of original sin has influenced the Western 
World’s cultural development and collective 
consciousness

According to the Christian doctrine of original sin, humans are born 
inherently bad, and only through God’s grace can they achieve salvation. 
In this captivating and controversial book, acclaimed historian James 
Boyce explores how this centuries-old concept has shaped the Western 
view of human nature right up to the present. Boyce traces a history of 
original sin from Adam and Eve, St. Augustine, and Martin Luther to 
Adam Smith, Sigmund Freud, and Richard Dawkins, and explores how 
each has contributed to shaping our conception of original sin. 

Boyce argues that despite the marked decline in church attendance 
in recent years, religious ideas of morality still very much underpin 
our modern secular society, regardless of our often being unaware of 
their origins. If today the specific doctrine has all but disappeared (even 
from churches), what remains is the distinctive discontent of Western 
people—the feelings of guilt and inadequacy associated not with doing 
wrong, but with being wrong. In addition to offering an innovative his-
tory of Christianity, Boyce offers new insights into the creation of the 
West. 

Born Bad is the sweeping story of a controversial idea and the re-
markable influence it still wields. 

Praise for Born Bad

“Born Bad is one of the best books on the history of the evolution of 
Christianity and its ideology. It is beautifully written and very well argued. 
This book is a necessary read for all those who are interested in Christianity, 
its evolution, and its history.” —Washington Book Review

JAMES BOYCE

MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Book traces the concept of original sin down 
from its biblical origins to contemporary 
society, and how the concept has shaped 
our collective consciousness

• Hardcover received praise from the 
Washington Book Review and The 

Washington Post

JAMES BOYCE is the multiple award–winning author of 1835 and Van 
Diemen’s Land. He has a PhD from the University of Tasmania, where he is 
an honorary research associate of the School of Geography and Environmental 
Studies.

Photo courtesy of the author
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• America’s Secret Jihad challenges the 
traditional narrative—that religious terrorism 
is solely the domain of Islamic extremists-—
and exposes overlooked acts of domestic 
terrorism

• Through the use of extensive 
documentation, never-before-released 
interviews, and a re-interpretation of major 
events, this book exposes the influence of 
the Christian Identity religious worldview on 
white supremacist organizations

STUART WEXLER has long been considered one of the top investigative 
researchers in domestic terrorism and radical religious activities. His ground-
breaking work on forensics and historical crimes have been featured on NBC 
News and in the Boston Globe, Newsweek/Daily Beast, USA Today, Mississippi 
Clarion-Ledger, as well as the Thom Hartmann Program and Make It Plain with 
Mark Thompson. Wexler holds a masters in political science from Rutgers 
University. He now lives and teachers in New Jersey, where he won the presti-
gious James Madison Teachers’ Fellowship in 2010.

A stunning examination of the major acts of 
US terrorism and the role the Christian Identity 
religious worldview has placed in each

The conventional narrative concerning religious terrorism inside the 
United States says that the first salvo occurred in 1993, with the first 
attack on the World Trade Center in New York City. This narrative has 
motivated more than a decade of wars, and re-prioritized America’s do-
mestic security and law enforcement agenda. But the conventional nar-
rative is wrong.

A different group of jihadists exists within US borders. This group 
has a long but hidden history, is outside the purview of public officials 
and has an agenda as apocalyptic as anything Al Qaeda has to offer. 
Radical sects of Christianity have inspired some of the most grotesque 
acts of violence in American history: the 1963 Birmingham Church 
bombing that killed four young girls; the “Mississippi Burning” murders 
of three civil rights workers in 1964; the assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in 1968; the Atlanta Child Murders in the late 1970s; and 
the Oklahoma City Bombing in 1995. America’s Secret Jihad uses these 
crimes to tell a story that has not been told before. 

Expanding upon the author’s groundbreaking work on the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. murder, and through the use of extensive documenta-
tion, never-before-released interviews, and a re-interpretation of major 
events, America’s Secret Jihad paints a picture of Christian extremism and 
domestic terrorism as it has never before been portrayed. 

Praise for America’s Secret Jihad

“[T]his book is a fascinating attempt to see beyond conventional narratives 
and reveal an overlooked facet of religious terrorism.” —Library Journal

“An impassioned investigative report . . . With urgency and zeal . . . Wexler 
carefully differentiates the religiously motivated extremists from the merely 
white supremacists . . . compelling study.” —Kirkus

America’s Secret Jihad
The Hidden History of Religious Terrorism  
in the United States 

STUART WEXLER

Photo courtesy of the author
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Red Lightning
A Novel

The stunning and timely new novel by the author of 
the critically acclaimed Stars Go Blue

Ten years ago, Tess Cross left her newborn daughter with her sister and 
hightailed it out of what she called NoWhere, Colorado. Now she re-
turns to the eastern plains of Colorado, full of raw rage at herself and at 
the universe, yearning for the life she never led and the daughter she left 
behind. As a levantona who has been running drugs and illegal immi-
grants once they’re beyond the US-Mexico border, she’s knowingly and 
even defiantly entered into a harsh and dangerous world. But suddenly 
her world has become darker than she can bear: The largest wildfire in 
Colorado history is blazing. Immigrants are dead. She’s haunted by the 
memory of a Mexican woman she couldn’t save and a lost Mexican girl 
she did. Traffickers—of both immigrants and drugs—are now hunting 
her down. But most of all, Tess is at the mercy of her own traumatized 
soul, and the weight of it is cracking her apart. 

In the act of coming home, Tess must now face her dying mother, 
her sister, and her daughter, and most importantly, herself. 

This book broaches timely topics essential in the West—immigra-
tion, rural poverty, wildfires—with suspense and gritty wisdom as well 
as Pritchett’s trademark lyricism and grace. Like Libby, her sister and 
the central character of Pritchett’s novel Sky Bridge, Tess has her own 
coming-of-age, in a revelatory story of hard-earned transformation and 
redemption.

Praise for Red Lightning

“The real motor of this novel is its plot, like that of a well-made action movie, 
with its inside look at the criminal world associated with border running. 
Pritchett skillfully unfolds plot points, keeping the reader guessing, and 
building suspense. That, along with loving descriptions of the Western 
landscape, make for a great read.” —Library Journal

LAURA PRITCHETT

MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Pritchett’s debut collection Hell’s Bottom, 

Colorado won the Milkweed Fiction Prize and 
the Pen USA Award for Fiction

• Pritchett’s debut novel, Sky Bridge, featuring 
characters found in this novel, won the 
WILLA Award

• Pritchett’s Stars Go Blue won the 2015 
High Plains Book Award

LAURA PRITCHETT is the author of the novel Stars Go Blue, which was 
a finalist for both the Reading the West and the Colorado Book Awards. Her 
previous novels include Hell’s Bottom, Colorado, which received the Milkweed 
National Fiction Prize and a Pen USA Award for Fiction and Sky Bridge, 
for which she received the WILLA Fiction Award and was a Finalist for the 
International Dublin Literary Award. Her work has appeared in numerous mag-
azines including O Magazine, The Sun, Orion, High Country News, Salon, and 
others. She lives in Colorado.

© Janet Freeman
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• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Mass shootings have become more 
and more common these days and are 
perennially in the news, making this a topic 
that will remain relevant for the foreseeable 
future

• Stephen’s first book, Talked to Death, was 
nominated for an Edgar and was the basis 
for the Oliver Stone film Talk Radio.

• Stephen’s 2009 bestselling book When Men 

Become Gods was adapted into a television 
movie that aired in June 2014 with Tony 
Goldwyn in the role of fundamentalist 
Mormon Warren Jeffs whose belief in plural 
marriages landed him on the FBI’s Ten Most 
Wanted List

STEPHEN SINGULAR has published twenty books about high-profile 
crimes and their impact on society. His articles have appeared in New York 
Magazine, Psychology Today, Inside Sports, The New York Times Magazine, Rolling 
Stone, and American Photo. 

JOYCE SINGULAR is a researcher and collaborator on a number of titles 
with her husband, adding a female perspective on the nature of crime. They live 
in Denver, Colorado, with their son.

By a New York Times bestselling author, an 
unflinching look at the 2012 Aurora theater 
shooting and the rampant cultural forces behind 
the escalating violence committed by the young

On July 20, 2012, twelve people were killed and fifty-eight wounded 
at a mass shooting in a movie theater in Colorado. In 1999, thirteen 
kids at Columbine High School were murdered by their peers. In 2012, 
twenty children and seven adults were killed at Sandy Hook Elementary. 
Thirty-two were killed at Virginia Tech. Twelve killed at the Washington 
Navy Yard. In May 2014, after posting a YouTube video of “retribution” 
and lamenting a life of “loneliness, rejection, and unfulfilled desires,” a 
lone gunman killed six and wounded seven in Isla Vista. All of these acts 
of violence were committed by young men between the ages of eighteen 
and thirty. 

Mass violence committed by young people is now an epidemic. In 
the first fourteen school days of 2014, there were seven school shoot-
ings, compared to twenty-eight school shootings in all of 2013. The 
reasons behind this escalating violence, and the cultural forces that have 
impugned a generation, is the subject of the important new book The 
Spiral Notebook.

The New York Times–bestselling author Stephen Singular has often 
examined violence in America in his critically-acclaimed books. Here he 
has teamed with his wife, Joyce, for their most important work yet—one 
that investigates why America keeps producing twenty-something mass 
killers. Their reporting has produced the most comprehensive look at 
the Aurora shooting yet and draws upon the one group left out of the 
discussion of violence in America: the twenty-somethings themselves. 

Provocative and eye-opening, The Spiral Notebook is a glimpse into 
the forces that are shaping the future of American youth, an entire gen-
eration bathed in the violence committed by their peers. 

The Spiral Notebook
The Aurora Theater Shooter and the Epidemic of  
Mass Violence Committed by American Youth

STEPHEN AND JOYCE SINGULAR

© Kerry Ransom
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The Boundaries of Desire
A Century of Bad Laws, Good Sex, and Changing Identities 

Combining meticulous research with lively 
storytelling, Eric Berkowitz reveals how the 
compulsion to control the sex lives of others is 
often as powerful as the yearning for sex itself

The act of reproduction, and its variants, never changes much, but our 
ideas about the meaning of sex are in constant flux. Switch a decade, 
cross a border, or traverse class lines and the harmless pleasures of one 
group become the gravest crimes in another.

Combining meticulous research and lively storytelling, The 
Boundaries of Desire traces the fast-moving bloodsport of sex law over 
the past century, and challenges our most cherished notions about fam-
ily, power, gender, and identity.

Starting when courts censored birth-control information as pornog-
raphy and let men rape their wives, and continuing through the “sexual 
revolution” and into the present day (when rape, gay rights, sex traffick-
ing, and sex on the internet saturate the news), Berkowitz shows how 
the law has remained out of synch with the convulsive changes in sexual 
morality. 

By focusing on the stories of real people, Berkowitz adds a compel-
ling human element to what might otherwise be faceless legal battles. 
The law is made by people, after all, and nothing sparks intolerance—
on the left and right—more than sex. Ultimately, Berkowitz shows the 
emptiness of sanctimonious condemnation, and argues that sexual ques-
tions are too subtle and volatile for simple, catch-all solutions.

Praise for The Boundaries of Desire

“Time and time again, Berkowitz shows that sex laws are like ghosts, 
tormenting the living long after their own times have passed.” —Slate 

“A bracing look at the often-strange relationship between sexuality and the 
legal system over six tumultuous decades.” —Booklist

ERIC BERKOWITZ

MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Hardcover received praise from Publishers 

Weekly, Kirkus, and  Booklist

• Berkowitz’s first book, Sex & Punishment, 
won rave reviews from The Guardian, The 

Sunday London Times, and the San Francisco 

Chronicle

ERIC BERKOWITZ is a San Francisco–based author and human rights 
lawyer. His journalistic work has appeared in the Los Angeles Times, LA Weekly, 
California Lawyer, and the Washington Post, as well as websites such as Huffington 
Post, AlterNet, and Salon.

© Matthew Goforth
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MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• In Broad Daylight won an Edgar for Best True 
Crime, sold over a million copies in paper, 
and was on the New York Times Bestseller 
List for twelve weeks, reaching Number 2

• The Past Is Never Dead was nominated for 
the William Saroyan International Prize for 
Writing and received blurbs from Stephen 
White, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and others

HARRY N. MACLEAN is a lawyer and writer based in Denver, Colorado. 
He is the author of In Broad Daylight, which won an Edgar Award for Best True 
Crime and was a New York Times bestseller for twelve weeks; his second book, 
Once Upon a Time: A True Story of Memory, Murder, and the Law, was named a 
New York Times Notable Book of the Year; and his third book, The Past Is Never 
Dead: The Trial of James Ford Seale and Mississippi’s Search for Redemption, was 
shortlisted for the William Saroyan Award, given by Stanford University.

“A man’s desperate struggle to recapture his 
past propels this brilliant first novel from Edgar 
Award–winning true crime writer . . . MacLean 
skillfully takes readers along as the narrator 
spins and stumbles through a tangle of disturbing 
meditations on innocence and guilt.”  
—Publishers Weekly [starred review]

In his classic works of true crime, Harry MacLean examined the dark 
side of America and its fascination with violence. In The Joy of Killing, 
he builds upon this expert knowledge to create a page-turning literary 
thriller—an exciting combination of love story, mystery, psychological 
suspense, and meditation on human nature and the origins of violence. 

This fever dream begins on a stormy fall night at a lake house in 
the north woods of Minnesota, where we are introduced to a college 
professor who a few years earlier had written a novel in which he justi-
fied a gruesome campus murder under the nihilistic theory that there is 
no right or wrong, no moral center to man’s activity. The writer returns 
to the lake house where he had spent his childhood summers and locks 
himself in the attic, intent on writing the final story of his life. Playing 
on a continuous loop in his mind are key moments in his past: his child-
hood in small-town Iowa, where he and his best friend befriended a 
local drifter; his childhood on the lake where one summer a local boy 
drowned in a storm; and the central fixation of his erotic meeting with a 
girl on a train bound for Chicago when he was just fifteen. All of these 
threads weave together as the writer tries to piece together the multitude 
of secrets and acts of violence that make up one human life.

The Joy of Killing, with its haunting language and vivid images, is 
both a fascinating look into the fugue state of one man’s mind as well as 
a searing, philosophical look at violence and its impact on our human 
condition.

The Joy of Killing
A Novel

HARRY N. MACLEAN

© Julya O’Brien
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The Little Brother
A Novel

A riveting novel based on the real crime of a young 
teen who helped gang rape a girl (while videotaping 
the event)

Life is pretty sweet for Even Hyde. Despite his parents’ divorce in 2001, 
he’s doing just fine, having chosen to live with his richly successful father 
in Newport Beach, California. When not spending ‘bonding’ time with 
his partially absent father, he has his run of the house, where he more or 
less comes and goes as he pleases.

Even’s older brother Gabe continues to live in Cucamonga with their 
emotionally unstable mother. Though he feels discarded and left be-
hind, Gabe visits Even and their father on the weekends.

Even doesn’t seem too worried about Gabe’s quick-to-ignite temper 
or his evolving addiction to skipping school and smoking weed.

But then Gabe commits a crime so unbelievably heinous that Even 
can’t forgive his own flesh and blood for it. In his personal recounting 
for The Little Brother, Even shares the events immediately following his 
brother and two of his friends savagely gang raping (while videotaping) 
an unconscious girl. When Gabe somehow ends up losing the video 
tape (which ends up in Even’s hand), it is up to Even to make the life-
changing decision: does he do the right thing and turn his own brother 
in to the police or does family come first?

Praise for The Little Brother

“Victoria Patterson is a capable and canny writer, and she would have to be 
to take on the subject of her newest novel The Little Brother, and produce so 
arresting and haunting an experience . . . . Here Patterson stacks the decks 
against anyone’s chances at virtue or connection. . . . But there’s also real love 
and loyalty, and these feelings become unbearable when the balance of good 
and bad, between Jekyll and the irrepressible Hyde, is upset at last.” 
—The New York Times Book Review

VICTORIA PATTERSON

MARKETING

• National “Now in Paperback” campaign

• Online promotion

OF NOTE

• Hardcover received praise from The New 

York Times and Booklist

• Inspired by the true life story of teen Alisa 
Kaplan’s 2002 gang rape in Orange County

• The book’s main issue (based on a true 
story) includes hot-button topics such as 
rape culture and social media

VICTORIA PATTERSON is the author of the novel The Peerless Four. She 
also wrote This Vacant Paradise, selected as an Editor’s Choice by The New York 
Times Book Review. Drift, her collection of interlinked short stories, was a final-
ist for the California Book Award and the 2009 Story Prize. The San Francisco 
Chronicle selected Drift as one of the best books of 2009. Her work has appeared 
in various publications, including the Los Angeles Times, Alaska Quarterly Review, 
and the Southern Review. She lives with her family in Southern California.

Photo courtesy of the author
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FEATURED TITLES FROM  W. S. Merwin

W. S. MERWIN is the author of many highly regarded books of poetry and prose, for 
which he has received the Pulitzer Prize, the Bollingen Award, and numerous other awards. 
He lives in Hawaii.

The Lost Upland
Stories of Southwestern Stallions

A brilliantly evocative and loving portrayal of  
Southwestern France 

In The Lost Upland, W. S. Merwin vividly conveys his intimate knowledge of the 
people and the countryside in this ancient part of France (home of the Lascaux caves). 
In three narratives of small-town life, Merwin shows with matchless poetic and narrative 
power how the past is still palpably present. 

On its original publication in 1992 Jane Kramer wrote, “These stories are a gift from 
one of the great poets of the English language, a chronicle of the heartstopping seasons 
of one small corner of La France Profonde and of its stubborn and illusive characters. 
Merwin’s French peasants are a force of nature, like the blackberry brambles that used to 
choke his garden, and he cultivates them both with that attentive, exacting, and relent-
lessly patient genius that great poets and great gardeners share. This is, simply, the most 
beautiful writing about France I know.” 

978-1-61902-774-9 | TRADE PAPER | $16.95 | AUGUST

The Ends of the Earth
Essays

“In his poetry, which is treasured the world over, distinguished 
man of letters Merwin is profoundly attentive to the 
sensuousness of place and to the way places change over 
time. These keen interests also inform his essays. . . .  
Elegant and erudite, Merwin’s humanistic and ecologically 
astute essays have vision and backbone.”–Booklist 

W. S. Merwin is widely acknowledged as one of the finest living poets in English. 
Less well known is the power and range of his work in prose. For his first new prose col-
lection in more than ten years, The Ends of the Earth, Merwin has gathered eight essays 
that show the breadth of his imagination and sympathy. A memoir of George Kirstein, 
publisher of “The Nation,” stands alongside one of Sydney Parkinson, explorer, natural-
ist and artist on Captain James Cook’s Endeavour. A wonderful portrait of the French 
explorer of Hawai’i, Jean-Francois Galaup de La Perouse is followed by a visit to the 
Neanderthal skeleton of Boffia Bonneval. There are treks through the Hawaiian forests, 
to the Holy Mountain of Athos, and with the butterflies in Mexico. For this magical 
and wondrous journey we have as our guide the excited and concise poet-naturalist, 
writing at the top of his form. 

978-1-61902-748-0 | TRADE PAPER | $16.95 | AUGUST
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Breakthrough
The Making of America’s First Woman President
NANCY L. COHEN
Lean In meets Game Change for this popular look at the political climate that could put 
the first woman ever in the Oval Office

978-1-61902-611-7 | CLOTH | $26.00

Criminals
Love Stories
VALERIE TRUEBLOOD
A new, astonishing collection from one of America’s greatest writers

978-1-61902-618-6 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $16.95

The Silk Road
Taking the Bus to Pakistan
BILL PORTER
Renowned translator Bill Porter (Red Pine) is back with a chronicle of his journey through 
swirling sand and scorching heat upon the famous Silk Road

978-1-61902-710-7 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $16.95

Judas
The Most Hated Name in History
PETER STANFORD
The most famous traitor in all of history—who was he really, and what does he mean for 
us today?

978-1-61902-709-1 | CLOTH | $28.00

The Lightkeepers
A Novel
ABBY GENI
A remarkable debut novel that draws from the natural world so compellingly evoked in 
Geni’s critically acclaimed collection The Last Animal

978-1-61902-600-1 | CLOTH | $25.00
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The First Nazi
Erich Ludendorff, The Man Who Made Hitler Possible

DR. WILL BROWNELL WITH DENISE DRACE-BROWNELL AND ALEX ROVT
The man who lost World War I, went insane, blamed the Jews for his follies, then went on 

to sponsor Hitler and pave the way to World War II

978-1-61902-609-4 | CLOTH | $30.00

On Jupiter Place
Poems

NICHOLAS CHRISTOPHER

978-1-61902-717-6 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $24.00

Great Tide Rising
Toward Clarity and Moral Courage in a Time of Planetary Change

KATHLEEN DEAN MOORE
An acclaimed philosopher, nature writer, and environmental leader stresses the moral 

urgency of action against climate change and habitat destruction

978-1-61902-699-5 | CLOTH | $26.00

The Theoretical Foot
A Novel

M.F.K. FISHER
A major literary event: the never-before-published novel by one of our most influential 

prose stylists, a surprising event in an illustrious career

978-1-61902-614-8 | CLOTH | $25.00

The Letter Bearer
A Novel

ROBERT ALLISON
A postal carrier in WWII—struck by a mine in the North African desert—attempts to 

piece back together his memory after joining a group of army deserters who found him 
wounded on the road

978-1-61902-612-4 | CLOTH | $25.00
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Fake Missed Connections
Divorce, Online Dating, and Other Failures
BRETT FLETCHER LAUER
Marital infidelity leads one man down the rabbit hole of internet dating in a truly modern 
love story

978-1-59376-632-0 | CLOTH | $25.00

This Should Be Written in the Present Tense
HELLE HELLE
TRANSLATED BY MARTIN AITKEN
Denmark’s most popular novelist makes a stunning debut with her first novel to be 
translated into English

978-1-59376-633-7 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $15.95

The Penny Poet of Portsmouth
A Memoir of Place, Solitude, and Friendship
KATHERINE TOWLER
In the vein of Let’s Take the Long Way Home, a moving examination of friendship and 
literary connection with the poet laureate of Portsmouth, New Hampshire

978-1-61902-712-1 | CLOTH | $25.00

Sweet Theft
A Poet’s Commonplace Book
J. D. MCCLATCHY
A commonplace book, a landscape of texts offering inspiration and wisdom from a 
dazzling array of artists and writers, designed by Chip Kidd

978-1-61902-713-8 | CLOTH | $25.00

Blood of the Oak
A Mystery
ELIOT PATTISON
In a compelling new mystery in the Bone Rattler series, Pattison offers a new look at the 
years and events leading to the American Revolution

978-1-61902-615-5 | CLOTH | $26.00
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You Are Not Your Fault and Other Revelations
The Collected Wit and Wisdom of Wes “Scoop” Nisker

WES “SCOOP” NISKER
The author of the enduring classic The Essential Crazy Wisdom urges readers to go a little 

easier on themselves

978-1-59376-639-9 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $16.95

Knockout
Stories

JOHN JODZIO
The breakout collection of stories by the cult author who has been praised by  

Hannah Tinti, Chuck Klosterman, Fred Armisen, and Dan Chaon

978-1-59376-635-1 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $15.95

My Brain on Fire
Paris and Other Obsessions

LEONARD PITT
The story of one expatriate’s quest to both embrace Paris and to build a new 

understanding of the world through art, music, and exploration

978-1-59376-634-4 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $16.95

The Daredevils
A Novel

GARY AMDAHL
The acclaimed author of Visigoth and I Am Death returns with a powerfully political novel 

set in turn-of-the-20th-century San Francisco

978-1-59376-629-0 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $15.95

Collectors
A Novel

PAUL GRINER
A tense, gripping story about a twisted relationship that questions the negotiating of 

power and the intoxicating allure of the unknown

978-1-59376-637-5 | TRADE PAPER | $15.95
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Interlock
Art, Conspiracy, and the Shadow Worlds of Mark Lombardi
PATRICIA GOLDSTONE
The provocative first biography of the acclaimed and controversial artist Mark Lombardi

978-1-61902-565-3 | CLOTH | $28.00

Black Light
A Novel
GALWAY KINNELL
INTRODUCTION BY ROBERT HASS
A dark novel about murder and transformation from the much-loved poet

978-1-61902-589-9 | TRADE PAPER | $13.95

Surprise Attack
From Pearl Harbor to 9/11 to Benghazi
LARRY HANCOCK
A stunning exploration of major military and terrorist attacks against the United States 
and what they teach us about our country’s ability to keep its citizens safe

978-1-61902-566-0 | CLOTH | $30.00

Goddess of Love Incarnate
The Life of Stripteuse Lili St. Cyr
LESLIE ZEMECKIS
A rich biography of the one-time queen of Burlesque in the vein of Kate Remembered and 
A Life of Barbara Stanwyck

978-1-61902-568-4 | CLOTH | $28.00

The Prize
A Novel
JILL BIALOSKY
“A compulsively readable novel about art: both that on the canvas, and that of finding 
one’s home in another.” —Elizabeth Berg, author of The Dream Lover

978-1-61902-570-7 | CLOTH | $25.00
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South of the Clouds
Travels in Southwest China

BILL PORTER
Celebrated translator Bill Porter chronicles his extensive travels in southwest China,  

the last region of the nation to come under Chinese control

978-1-61902-719-0 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $16.95

Bird
A Novel

NOY HOLLAND
In this intensely erotic novel, a mother finds herself torn by conflicting desires for the life 

she lives and the dangerous, exhilarating love of her past

978-1-61902-564-6 | CLOTH | $24.00

Tragic Encounter
The People’s History of Native Americans

PAGE SMITH
From Jamestown to Wounded Knee, this seminal book, sourced from contemporaneous 

documents, enabled Native Americans to recount their own history

978-1-61902-574-5 | CLOTH | $30.00

Boundless
Tracing Land and Dream in a New Northwest Passage

KATHLEEN WINTER
Winner of the 2014 Writers’ Trust Prize, Boundless follows Winter’s exhilarating journey 

through the high Arctic

978-1-61902-567-7 | CLOTH | $26.00

Alice in Bed
A Novel

JUDITH HOOPER
Younger sister of the two famous James brothers, the playful, clear-seeing, and passionate 

Alice James finally has her say

978-1-61902-571-4 | CLOTH | $25.00
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David Park, Painter
Nothing Held Back
HELEN PARK BIGELOW
Including more than ninety full-color plates that illustrate Park’s development and career, 
David Park, Painter blends art with biography to chronicle his personal and professional 
lives

DECEMBER | 978-1-61902-595-0 | TRADE PAPER | $29.95

The Holy Earth
LIBERTY HYDE BAILEY 
FOREWORD BY WENDELL BERRY
“The earth is divine, because man did not make it. We are here, part in the creation. We 
cannot escape. We are under obligation to take part and to do our best, living with each 
other and with all creatures.” 

DECEMBER | 978-1-61902-587-5 | TRADE PAPER | $15.95

The Baker’s Tale
Ruby Spriggs and the Legacy of Charles Dickens
THOMAS HAUSER
An evocative historical novel that explores the rising influence of Dickens’s work in 
mid-nineteenth-century London through a young woman’s struggle against poverty and 
injustice

DECEMBER | 978-1-61902-598-1 | CLOTH | $25.00

Trace
Memory, History, Race, and the American Landscape
LAURET SAVOY
An environmental historian traces her mixed ancestry by reading both the land and the 
blistering record of race in America

978-1-61902-573-8 | CLOTH | $25.00

M.F.K. Fisher’s Provence
M.F.K. FISHER WITH PHOTOGRAPHS BY AILEEN AH-TYE
M.F.K. Fisher’s Provence is a photo-illustrated book of Fisher’s beloved France

978-1-61902-594-3 | CLOTH | $30.00
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Massive Pissed Love
Nonfiction 2001–2014

RICHARD HELL
“A rueful, battle-scarred, darkly witty observer of his own life and times.” 

—The New York Times

978-1-59376-627-6 | TRADE PAPER | $15.95

Different Every Time
The Authorized Biography of Robert Wyatt

MARCUS O’DAIR 
INTRODUCTION BY JONATHAN COE

The definitive biography of Britain’s greatest cult musician

978-1-59376-616-0 | TRADE PAPER | $19.95

Love Love
A Novel

SUNG J. WOO
An edgy, tender novel about art and athletics, family and adoption,  

remembrance and forgiveness

978-1-59376-617-7 | TRADE PAPER | $15.95

Mountains and Marshes
Exploring the Bay Area’s Natural History

DAVID RAINS WALLACE
A dynamic collection of essays about the San Francisco Bay Area written over five decades 

by one of California’s finest nature writers

DECEMBER | 978-1-61902-596-7 | TRADE PAPER ORIGINAL | $16.95

This Is Why I Came
A Novel

MARY RAKOW
A gorgeous melding of fable and theology offering a retelling of Bible stories that restores 

the gift of their strangeness and delicacy

DECEMBER | 978-1-61902-575-2 | CLOTH | $24.00
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Ball
Stories
TARA ISON
“It’s a sheer joy to stay in the company of Ison’s voice.” 
—Karen Russell, O, The Oprah Magazine

978-1-59376-622-1 | TRADE PAPER | $15.95

Stranger Than We Can Imagine
An Alternative History of the 20th Century
JOHN HIGGS
A rollicking tour through the frontiers of science, art, and culture, enabling readers to 
grasp what an extraordinary period we have lived through—and what an extraordinary 
place the world is right now

978-1-59376-626-9 | TRADE PAPER | $16.95

Plain Radical
Living, Loving, and Learning to Leave the Planet Gracefully
ROBERT JENSEN
A portrait of a little-known activist whose passion and intellect was felt far beyond his 
rural Minnesota roots

978-1-59376-618-4 | TRADE PAPER | $15.95

Mighty, Mighty
A Novel
WALLY RUDOLPH
The dark and gritty new literary crime novel by the author of Four Corners

978-1-59376-623-8 | TRADE PAPER | $15.95

Calf
A Novel
ANDREA KLEINE
A mind-blowing literary page-turner that reimagines two high-profile events:  
John Hinckley, Jr.’s attempted assassination of President Reagan, and former society girl 
Leslie DeVeau’s violent murder of her ten-year-old daughter.

978-1-59376-619-1 | CLOTH | $25.00
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