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Exploring the Apostles Creed at Lent and Easter.  

CREED
What Christians Believe and Why

ADAM HAMILTON

We’re all searching. Sometimes the search is easy: simply type a 
question and the answer pops up. But sometimes our questions 
are complicated, and the answers are difficult to see and harder to 
articulate. How do we discover and examine the truths that give 
meaning and purpose to life? Adam Hamilton believes that some 
powerful answers are contained in the Apostles’ Creed, an early 
statement of foundational Christian beliefs.

Hamilton considers important questions of life, reality, and truth. He 
explores not only what Christians believe, but also why they believe it 
and why it matters.

Chapters include:
Is There a God?
Jesus: More Than a Rabbi?
The Holy Spirit: A Rushing Mighty Wind
Death’s Funeral
Holy? Catholic? Church?
The Forgiveness of Sins
The Resurrection of the Body

KEY FEATURES
•	 Readers go beyond reciting the words to explore the basics of what 

we believe.
•	 In studying the Apostles’ Creed, readers will confront and examine 

their own core beliefs. 
•	 Rather than focus on what drives us apart, individuals and churches 

will seek what brings us together as Christians.

Adam Hamilton is senior pastor of The United Methodist Church 
of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, one of the fastest growing, 
most highly visible churches in the country. The Church Report named 
Hamilton’s congregation the most influential mainline church in 
America, and he preached at the National Prayer Service as part of 
the presidential inauguration festivities in 2013 and was appointed to 
the President’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships in 2016.

Hamilton is the best-selling and award-winning author of The Call, The 
Journey, The Way, 24 Hours That Changed the World, Revival, John, 
Not a Silent Night, Enough, When Christians Get It Wrong, and Seeing 
Gray in a World of Black and White, all published by Abingdon Press.

DECEMBER 20, 2016
HARDCOVER WITH 
PRINTED DUST 
JACKET 

9781501813719
5.5 X 8.5
208 PAGES
$19.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / EASTER & LENT

*ALSO AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT, PAPERBACK  
9781501813733 | $20.99

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

9781501805332
 $18.99

9781501813870
 $18.99
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True stories of the courage, faith, and loyalty of 
remarkable service dogs.  

SERVICE TAILS
More Stories of Man’s Best Hero

ACE COLLINS

Dogs are more than just family pets or canine companions. For some, 
they are brave servants warding off danger and rescuing their humans 
from the grip of illness, danger, or even death. For some, dogs are 
heroes.

In Service Tails: More Stories of Man’s Best Hero, prolific author (and 
lifelong dog lover) Ace Collins returns with another collection of short, 
dramatic stories about dogs that have gone the extra mile in service 
to their owner. These inspiring true tales show how tactful training 
and the remarkable bond between the dog and its owner led these 
service animals to perform unselfish actions—and even great sacrifice—
to put another’s life above their own. These exceptional, fearless 
dogs demonstrate a courage, faith, and loyalty that every human (and 
especially dog lovers) can respect and admire.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Presented in a “drama in real life” writing style made popular by 

Reader’s Digest.
•	 Heart-tugging true stories woven with interesting facts and statistics 

to show the truly remarkable accomplishments of service dogs and 
their trainers.

•	 Collins is Lassie’s official biographer and a lifelong dog lover.

Ace Collins defines himself as a storyteller. He has authored more 
than sixty books that have sold more than 2.5 million copies. His 
catalog includes novels, biographies, children’s works as well as books 
on history, culture and faith. He has also been the featured speaker at 
the National Archives Distinguished Lecture Series, hosted a network 
television special and does college basketball play-by-play. Ace lives in 
Arkansas. Learn more about him by visiting AceCollins.com. 

AUGUST 16, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501820076

5.5 X 8.5
240 PAGES
$16.99

PETS / DOGS / GENERAL

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

9781426767272
 $15.99

9781426776618
 $15.99
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A personal and compelling dare to pierce the dark and 
find the light.  

PUNCHING HOLES IN THE DARK
Living in the Light of the World

ROBERT BENSON

Look around these days and it’s hard to see much evidence of God’s 
light on earth. Even for those of us who believe in it, long for it, and 
keep ourselves busy proclaiming it, the Kingdom on Earth is relatively 
easy to miss. And yet there’s hope.

Darkness may be all around us, but light is here as well. In this artful 
blend of observation and inspiration, critically acclaimed writer Robert 
Benson challenges readers to cling to the Gospel’s promise that the 
light of the world is here and darkness will not overcome it (from John 
1:5). Perhaps it will be seen in a neighbor caring for the sick or in a brave 
soul who steps up to protect the vulnerable or even as a hint of hope 
in someone’s noonday conversation. Though difficult to see, the light 
is here. We need only to punch holes in the dark to reveal profound 
brilliance.

In his honest, compelling voice and destined to become a classic, 
Benson digs deep into his own experiences to demonstrate how to 
search wisely and seek compassionately so we might live fully and give 
fully in the Light of the World.

KEY FEATURES
•	 An eloquent and compelling new book from a critically acclaimed 

writer and spiritual teacher.
•	 Spiritual encouragement to search out the good in a predominantly 

dark world.
•	 Author described as “at the top of his game” (Phyllis Tickle), with 

writing that is “charming” and “eloquent” (Publishers Weekly), “down-
to-earth” (The New York Times Book Review), and “ring[ing] with truth” 
(Frederick Buechner). 

Robert Benson is a critically acclaimed writer who has published nine 
works on the contemplative life, including Moving Miss Peggy, Living 
Prayer and A Good Life. He is a graduate of the Academy for Spiritual 
Formation and a member of the Friends of Silence and of the Poor, 
an international ecumenical prayer community. He leads retreats and 
workshops on prayer, writing, and the contemplative life around the 
country. He lives in Nashville, Tennessee.

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781426749582

5.5 X 8.5
144 PAGES
$16.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN LIFE / INSPIRATIONAL

RELATED TITLES

9781426749575
 $15.99

9781426776427
 $15.99
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A Hobbit-like journey into the Bible to learn how to 
topple the giants in your life.  

JESUS AND THE BEANSTALK
Overcoming Your Giants and Living a Fruitful Life

LORI STANLEY ROELEVELD

We live in unsettling, challenging times. Everywhere we look, we 
see giant problems: giant obstacles to sharing faith, giant barriers to 
peaceful lives, giant strongholds of fear. But what if you knew eight 
small secrets to unlocking a strength big enough to overcome whatever 
obstacle life may bring?

Using allegory and a bit of humor, Jesus and the Beanstalk explores a 
passage in 2 Peter 1 to uncover eight truths that will help you unleash a 
larger-than-life faith. Author Lori Stanley Roeleveld shows you how to 
tap the power of a God who is stronger than any beanstalk and bigger 
than your biggest giants, as she guides you through an exploration 
of the keys to a fruitful and effective life. In this creative, refreshing 
perspective on spiritual growth, you will discover an unyielding strength 
when you arm yourself with faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, 
perseverance, godliness, affection for others, and love.

It only took David three stones to fell his giant. You don’t have to live in 
a fairy tale to tackle yours.

KEY FEATURES
•	 A fun and inspiring approach to spiritual growth that uses popular 

culture trends to appeal to today’s readers.
•	 Provides practical tools to motivate readers to apply biblical teaching 

from 2 Peter 1 to their everyday life.
•	 Easily adaptable for small groups, ministry teams, and discipleship 

workshops.

Lori Stanley Roeleveld is a disturber of hobbits who enjoys making 
comfortable Christians late for dinner. She’s author of Running from a 
Crazy Man (and Other Adventures Traveling with Jesus) and Red Pen 
Redemption. She writes at LoriRoeleveld.com and spends her free time 
slaying dragons. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501820045

5.5 X 8.5
304 PAGES
$16.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN LIFE / SPIRITUAL GROWTH

RELATED TITLES

9781426708800
 $16.99

9781426749490
 $14.99
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Make the most of the most wonderful time of the year.  

THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME 
OF YEAR
A Countdown to Christmas

ACE COLLINS

The month of December is filled with joy and wonder as we anticipate 
the celebration of Christ’s birth. For both the young and the young at 
heart, there is no season that can compare to the Christmas season. 
Celebrate this year with a countdown through the month.

From December 1 to New Year’s Eve, these inspirational readings of 
stories behind popular Christmas traditions, carols, and movies will 
rid you of the overpowering stress that can come with this season and 
reawaken the wonder, joy, and magic that is Christmas. Best-selling 
author Ace Collins will capture your imagination, reawaken precious 
traditions, and shine a light on opportunities to use the real spirit 
of the season to make each day of December more memorable and 
meaningful.

KEY FEATURES
•	 From the best-selling author of Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs 

of Christmas and Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas.
•	 Heartwarming stories will ease seasonal stress and refocus attention 

on the real reason for the season.
•	 A creative countdown from December 1 to New Year’s Eve.

Ace Collins defines himself as a storyteller. He has authored more 
than sixty books that have sold more than 2.5 million copies. His 
catalog includes novels, biographies, children’s works as well as books 
on history, culture and faith. He has also been the featured speaker at 
the National Archives Distinguished Lecture Series, hosted a network 
television special and does college basketball play-by-play. Ace lives in 
Arkansas. Learn more about him by visiting AceCollins.com.

OCTOBER 04, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501822605

5 X 7
224 PAGES
$16.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / CHRISTMAS & ADVENT

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

9781426767272
 $15.99

9781426714689
 $14.99
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Because God’s timing is so rarely our own. 

WAITING FOR WONDER
Learning to Live on God’s Timeline

MARLO SCHALESKY

It’s easy to believe God when a promise is new. It’s hard when the years 
pass and nothing changes. It’s even harder when desperation strikes, 
your plans backfire, and still God does not fill the emptiness. But what if, 
in this waiting, God is calling us to more?

Join author Marlo Schalesky on a unique, contemplative journey 
to reveal the wonder that is often missed when we find ourselves 
struggling to wait well. Walking through the life of the biblical character 
Sarah, one who knows what it means to wait, you will discover a glimpse 
of God’s character that will give you strength to keep hoping and 
praying for the desires of your heart.

Waiting for Wonder is a journey into the heart of God where you 
will wrestle with personal questions, think deeply about God’s true 
character, and learn to appreciate his divine work as you discover your 
own path to the promised land. Recapture your hope, restore your soul, 
and renew your vision of a wondrous Savior when you learn to live on 
God’s time.

Leader guide also available.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Highly relatable for anyone who has ever had plans gone awry, 

expectations thwarted, or lost hope in a God who doesn’t seem to act 
when and how they want.

•	 A hopeful revelation of a God who is determined, breathtaking, and 
beyond all our plans.

•	 Uniquely weaves biblical story with insightful teaching to give hope 
and encouragement for a dynamic faith walk that is vibrant in the face 
of disappointment and struggle.

•	 6-week leader guide with discussion questions, activities, prayers, and 
leader tips is also available

Marlo Schalesky is an award-winning author of ten books, including 
Wrestling with Wonder: A Transformational Journey Through the Life of 
Mary. A regular speaker and columnist, she has also published nearly 
1,000 articles in various Christian magazines, including Focus on the 
Family, Today’s Christian Woman, In Touch, and Marriage Partnership. 
Marlo lives with her husband, six young children, nine horses, two dogs, 
five cats, two parakeets, ten rabbits, two chinchillas, three hamsters, 
and a bunch of fish in a log home in Salinas, California. Find out more at 
VividGod.com.

NOVEMBER 15, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501820106

5.5 X 8.5
272 PAGES
$16.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN LIFE / PERSONAL GROWTH

ALSO AVAILABLE

LEADER GUIDE
9781501823572

 $12.99
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A new way to experience the familiar Easter story.  

ON THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
Experience Easter With Those Who Were There

ROB BURKHART

The Easter drama plays out on history’s stage with magnificent and 
larger-than-life characters. Yet some of the most important lessons of 
Easter come from those whose names you may not recognize. Simon 
the Leper, Malchus, the Centurion at the cross, Cleopas, Nicodemus 
and Joseph of Arimathea, Barabbas, Simon of Cyrene, and Mary 
Magdalene offer a unique perspective on one of the greatest events in 
human history. And yet their stories are often overlooked.

On the Road to the Cross allows you to experience Easter through the 
eyes of the everyday people who witnessed the triumphal entry, saw 
Jesus drag his cross to Calvary, and cried through Christ’s last words. 
Each new perspective opens the door to a fresh consideration of Easter 
and its impact on their lives and ours.

Leader guide also available.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Offers new insights into the meaning of Easter beyond its significance 

as a religious celebration to help readers understand that Easter isn’t 
just an event, it’s a lifestyle.

•	 Explores the lives of biblical characters whose experiences with 
spiritual wounds and inner turmoil are highly relatable to readers 
today.

•	 A perfect resource for Lenten sermon series and small group studies.
•	 Companion leader guide offers session outlines, discussion topics, 

prayers, and leader helps.

Rob Burkhart has been a pastor, educator, and denominational leader 
in the Assemblies of God denomination for more than thirty years. 
He is the author of Five Questions of Christmas, To Be Like Jesus and 
Awakening the Sleeping Giant: Maximizing Your Sunday School. Rev. 
Burkhart has also published several study guides and contributed 
to numerous magazines and publications. He speaks frequently in 
churches, at retreats, and at educational seminars. He is a father and 
grandfather and lives in Detroit, Michigan.

JANUARY 17, 2017
PAPERBACK
9781501822643

5.5 X 8.5
192 PAGES
$16.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / EASTER & LENT

ALSO AVAILABLE

LEADER GUIDE
9781501822674

 $12.99
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A practical approach to helping your children learn 
what it means to be followers of Jesus.

TOTAL FAMILY MAKEOVER
8 Practical Steps to Making Disciples at Home

MELISSA SPOELSTRA

Proverbs tells us to train up our children in the way they should go, 
but if we’re honest, some days it’s a battle just to get them dressed 
and ready for school on time. How can you mold their hearts when 
sometimes you can’t even find their shoes?

Throughout the Gospels, Christ lived by example and helped his 
disciples learn through teaching and hands-on training. When you stop 
measuring your parenting success on your child’s daily activities and 
instead focus on modeling what it’s like to live like Jesus, your children 
can learn the same way.

In Total Family Makeover, author Melissa Spoelstra gives parents a 
spiritual training course to run when it comes to family discipleship. 
She provides eight key areas to model: prayer, Bible study, mentoring, 
community, serving, rest, generosity, and evangelism. Whether your 
children are babes in arms or teenagers getting ready to leave the nest, 
making disciples at home starts with YOU! Give your family a makeover 
with this practical approach to helping your children learn what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Teaches parents to be intentional in modeling family discipleship.
•	 Provides practical hands-on ideas, including prayer guides, service 

worksheets, and suggestions to unplug from media.
•	 Shows how small changes can yield big makeovers—for your entire 

family.

Melissa Spoelstra is a popular women’s conference speaker, Bible 
teacher, and writer who is madly in love with Jesus and addicted to 
the study of His Word. Her passion is helping other women to seek 
Christ and know Him more intimately through serious Bible study, 
attentiveness to the Holy Spirit, and a tenacious dependence on God at 
all times, even through the storms of life. She lives in Dublin, Ohio, with 
her pastor husband and four kids. Melissa is the author of Jeremiah: 
Daring to Hope in an Unstable World. Learn more about Melissa at 
MelissaSpoelstra.com. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501820656

5.5 X 8.5
256 PAGES
$16.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN LIFE / FAMILY

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

9781426788871
 $15.99

9781426789106
 $15.99



9781501805332
$18.99

9781630881245
$16.99

9781426767500
$16.99

BEST-SELLING CHRISTIAN LIVING TITLES

9781630882624
$18.99

9781426714788
$12.99

9781426769054
$15.99

To learn more about Abingdon Press books,  

please visit AbingdonPress.com or call 800.251.3320
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Highly anticipated second book in The Coming 
Home Series from best-selling Amish author Barbara 
Cameron. 

SEASONS IN PARADISE
BARBARA CAMERON

Rose Anna Zook has watched her two older sisters marry two Stoltzfus 
men and has always thought she and John, the third Stoltzfus brother, 
would marry, make a home together, have children. But John has other 
ideas. He’s enjoying his Rumschpringe in the Englisch world a little 
too much and isn’t interested in returning to the Amish community—
especially to marry.

Rose Anna is determined to bring her man back into the Amish fold. 
John is equally determined to live his life free and unencumbered. Who 
will win this battle of wills? Will love prevail?

KEY FEATURES
•	 Inspirational read sure to delight Amish fiction fans and readers of 

heartwarming Christmas tales.
•	 Library	Journal calls Cameron “a gifted storyteller.”
•	 Cameron’s writing has earned several 4- and 5-star reader reviews 

as well as support from other best-selling Amish authors, including 
Suzanne Woods Fisher and Cindy Woodsmall.

Barbara Cameron has a heart for writing about the spiritual values 
and simple joys of the Amish. She is the best-selling author of more 
than 40 fiction and nonfiction books, three nationally televised movies, 
and the winner of the first Romance Writers of America Golden Heart 
Award. Her books have been nominated for Carol Awards and the 
Inspirational Reader’s Choice Award from RWA’s Faith, Hope, and Love 
chapter. Barbara resides in Jacksonville, Florida.

AUGUST 2, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781426771927

5.5 X 8.5
320 PAGES
$14.99

 FICTION / CHRISTIAN / AMISH & MENNONITE

RELATED TITLE

9781630881115
 $14.99
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A timeless classic can change the future. 

GOD BLESS US EVERY ONE
EVA MARIE EVERSON

Charlene Dixon—called Charlie by family and friends—is devastated 
at the recent loss of her job. For the last five years, the twenty-seven-
year-old has blossomed as the activities director of an exclusive all-girls 
school. But when a misunderstanding with the head-mistress leads to a 
pink slip right before the holidays, Charlie packs up dreams and returns 
to Grandma Esther, who raised Charlie as her own.

When Charlie arrives—broken and confused—Esther immediately puts 
her granddaughter to work behind the scenes of the local school’s 
Christmas play, A Christmas Carol. When Charlie disapproves of 
having to work with Dustin Kennedy, the seventh-grade English teacher, 
Grandma Esther encourages her to take a deeper look at why the book 
by Charles Dickens had been written in the first place and what the 
book could teach Charlie about the needs of the children in their own 
community.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Heartwarming holiday tale that impresses the importance of family to 

hold you close when life throws you a curve.
•	 Compelling story that parallels Dickens’s classic, A	Christmas	Carol, 

as it follows a woman’s quest to overcome mistakes (Christmas 
Past), learn empathy (Christmas Present), and find her true calling 
(Christmas Yet to Come).

•	 A Christmas novel that’s both adventurous and thought-provoking 
from a popular and award-winning author.

Eva Marie Everson is an award-winning speaker and author of The	
Road	to	Testament,	Things	Left	Unspoken,	This	Fine	Life,	Chasing	
Sunsets,	Waiting	for	Sunrise,	Slow	Moon	Rising, and The Potluck Club 
series (with Linda Evans Shepherd). She is the president of Word 
Weavers International, Inc., a member of AWSA, ACFW, RWA, the 
director of Florida Christian Writer’s Conference, and the contest 
director for Blue Ridge Mountain Christian Writer’s Conference. She 
and her husband make their home in Casselberry, Florida.

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501822698

5.5 X 8.5
224 PAGES
$14.99

FICTION / HOLIDAYS

RELATED TITLES

9781426773617
 $13.99

9781426752490
 $12.99
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Value Prices Now Available  
for Popular Fiction Titles

9781426749285
$7.99

9781426754210
$12.99

9781426791604
$7.99

9781426767494
$7.99

9781426733871
$7.99

9781426768095
$7.99
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9781426752773
$7.99

9781426752667
$7.99

9781426773631
$7.99

9781426752490
$7.99

9781426733895
$7.99

9781426707636
$7.99

9781426707650
$7.99

9781426707643
$7.99



9781630881184
$14.99

9781426766220
$14.99

9781630881160
$14.99

BEST-SELLING FICTION TITLES

9781630881115
$14.99

9781426787270
$14.99

9781426770036
$14.99

To learn more about Abingdon Press books,  

please visit AbingdonPress.com or call 800.251.3320
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Six sessions provide extended reflection for adults 
on the five identifiers that Wesley sets forth in “The 
Character of a Methodist,” which he published in 1742.

FIVE MARKS OF A METHODIST
Participant Character Guide 

MAGREY DEVEGA WITH STEVE HARPER

This small-group study is based on Steve Harper’s book Five Marks of 
a Methodist. Six sessions provide extended reflection for adults on the 
five identifiers that Wesley sets forth in The Character of a Methodist, 
which he published in 1742.

In The Character of a Methodist, Wesley clearly stated that he did not 
want to distinguish Methodism from any “real Christian of whatsoever 
denomination.” At the same time, Wesley knew that if the Methodist 
movement was to be established and grow, it must rest upon the solid 
foundation of gospel characteristics. This study provides a focused 
strengthening of the world Wesleyan family, while written so that any 
Christian person or group could use it with blessing and benefit.

The study consists of the book, Five Marks of a Methodist, a Participant 
Character Guide, a Leader Guide, and DVD.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Makes Five Marks of a Methodist an excellent group study.
•	 Questions for study and reflection.
•	 Valuable insights from the author.

Magrey deVega is the Senior Pastor at Hyde Park United Methodist 
Church in Tampa, Florida. He is the author of  Awaiting the Already: An
Advent Journey through the Gospels. He is also the Leadership Editor 
for Covenant Bible Study, overseeing the weekly small group classroom 
experience. He has written leader’s guides and program manuals for 
numerous small group materials including Counterfeit Christianity: The 
Persistence of Errors in the Church; Earn. Save. Give: Wesley’s Simple 
Rules for Money; and Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a Living 
Faith. He is a graduate of United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, 
and Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida, and he is the father of 
two daughters, Grace and Madelyn.

AVAILABLE NOW
PAPERBACK
9781501820267

5.5 X 8.5
40 PAGES
$4.99

 RELIGION / CHRISTIANITY / METHODIST

AVAILABLE NOW DVD
9781501820229 $29.99

DVD

AVAILABLE NOW  
PAPERBACK
9781501820243

6 X 9
80 PAGES
$9.99

AVAILABLE NOW  
HARDBACK
9781501800597

4 X 6
80 PAGES
$8.99

LEADER GUIDE FIVE MARKS OF A METHODIST

ALSO AVAILABLE
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Finding Peace and Harmony When You Disagree. 

FIRST CORINTHIANS
Living Love When We Disagree 

MELISSA SPOELSTRA

Relationships are messy. Sometimes we struggle to get along, especially 
when there is disagreement. Often we find ourselves divided—even as 
Christians. How can we work out our differences and disagreements 
with humility and grace, always showing the love of Christ, while still 
remaining true to what we believe?

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians living in Corinth about this 
very thing. The cultural backdrop of Corinth was even more overtly 
sinful than our culture today, yet Paul boldly encouraged the Corinthian 
Christians not to ridicule one another or outsiders but to work together 
to show the love of Christ. 

In this six-week study we will explore Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthians to learn how we as Christians are to deal with differences 
and divisions--whether in the workplace, neighborhood, school, home, 
social media community, or church. Discover how to live love even when
you disagree.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Six-week study with options for different levels of study.
•	 Workbook includes five days of homework per week with space for 

recording answers and reflections.
•	 Leader guide provides six complete session outlines plus leader 

helps.
•	 DVD contains six video segments featuring Melissa’s powerful 

teaching.
•	 Video segments are closed captioned.

Melissa Spoelstra is a popular women’s conference speaker, Bible 
teacher, and writer who is madly in love with Jesus and addicted to 
the study of His Word. Melissa is the author of Joseph: A Journey to 
Forgiveness and Jeremiah: Daring to Hope in an Unstable World. Melissa 
lives in Dublin, Ohio, with her pastor husband and four children.

MINISTRY RESOURCES

AUGUST 2, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501801686

8 X 10
208 PAGES
$15.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN LIFE / WOMEN’S ISSUES

AUGUST 2, 2016 DVD
9781501801723 $49.99

DVD

AUGUST 2, 2016  
PAPERBACK
9781501801709

8 X 10
64 PAGES
$13.99

AUGUST 2, 2016  
LEADER KIT
9781501801730

8 X 10
$79.99

LEADER GUIDE LEADER KIT

ALSO AVAILABLE
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Wesley’s covenant renewal is a faithful promise to love 
God and neighbor.

ONE FAITHFUL PROMISE
The Wesleyan Covenant for Renewal

MAGREY DEVEGA

By making Three Simple Rules and Five Marks of a Methodist accessible 
for a current United Methodist and Wesleyan audience, Abingdon Press 
has reintroduced Wesley’s formative identity and boosted our way of 
Christian living in thousands of congregations.

The next most important document that Wesley delivered to the rapidly 
expanding societies and congregations was The Wesley Covenant 
Prayer and Renewal Service from 1755, which are crucial to Methodist 
identity. This service, a liturgical event in 1755, was preceded by several 
mornings of teaching from John Wesley about “the means of increasing 
serious religion.” Charles Wesley also wrote a hymn supporting the 
prayer – “Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine.”

KEY FEATURES
•	 Closer personal relationships with God and others.
•	 Heightened dedication to a serious faith.
•	 Alignment of resources to focus on the main thing.

Magrey deVega is the Senior Pastor at Hyde Park United Methodist 
Church in Tampa, Florida. He is the author of  Awaiting the Already: An 
Advent Journey through the Gospels. He is also the Leadership Editor 
for Covenant Bible Study, overseeing the weekly small group classroom 
experience. He is a graduate of United Theological Seminary in Dayton, 
Ohio, and Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida, and he is the father 
of two daughters, Grace and Madelyn.

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
HARDBACK
9781501824920

4 X6 
80 PAGES
$9.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIANITY / METHODIST

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 DVD
9781501824982 $39.99

DVD

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 
PAPERBACK
9781501824944

5.5 X 8.5
32 PAGES
$4.99

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016  
PAPERBACK
9781501824968

6 X 9
40 PAGES
$9.99

PARTICIPANT GUIDE LEADER GUIDE

ALSO AVAILABLE
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PARTICIPANT BOOK
SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501825057

5.5 X 8.5
128 PAGES
$14.99

PARTICIPANT AND LEADER GUIDE
SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501825095

6 X 9
128 PAGES
$14.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN MINISTRY / EVANGELISM

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN MINISTRY / EVANGELISM

DVD 
9781501825088 | SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 | $19.99

DVD 
9781501825118 | SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 | $4.99

A fresh strategy for developing community groups 
for your whole church and beyond. 

GRAB, GATHER AND GROW
Multiply Community Groups in Your Church

JIM & JENNIFER COWART

Jim and Jen Cowart, authors of Start This, Stop That, offer a 
fresh strategy for developing community groups for your whole 
church and beyond. Harvest Church, a young United Methodist 
congregation twenty miles southwest of Macon, GA, met for 
seven years in a rented theatre. They learned about adaptive 
systems, digital tools, and flexible overhead. 

In this leadership book and thirty minute video, Jen and Jim 
offer a five-part method for transforming a congregation through 
launching community groups. Over 18 months they have expanded 
from 76 community groups to over 250 community groups.

Jim Cowart is the founding pastor of Harvest Church.  
Jennifer Cowart helped start Harvest Church with her husband 
Jim and is the Director of Discipleship and Emerging Ministries.

Each community group is called to live out five 
principles.

LIVING THE FIVE
A Community Group Resource

JIM & JENNIFER COWART

An alternative type of small group is emerging in the community with 
less overhead and more mobility, which allows the congregation to 
reach into smaller settings. The community group harnesses the potent 
combination of evangelism and ethics, recalled from Wesley’s class 
meetings, which fueled the Methodist awakening in the UK and USA. 

Living the Five: Community Group Participant and Leader Guide and 
the Living the Five DVD are positioned as the first resource for every 
community group to use. Each community group is called to live out five 
principles:

1. You can’t do life alone.
2. Growing people change.
3. Saved people serve people.
4. Found people find people.
5. Worship is a lifestyle.



 9781501828775
$14.99

9781426789106
$15.99

9781426788871
$15.99

THE LIFE OF JESUS SERIES  
by Adam Hamilton now available in paperback!

BEST-SELLING MINISTRY RESOURCES TITLES

9781501828799
$14.99 

9781501828782
$14.99

9781426792793
$14.99

To learn more about Abingdon Press books,  

please visit AbingdonPress.com or call 800.251.3320
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OCTOBER 4, 2016
DECOTONE
9781609261894

6.1875 X 9.1875
2176 PAGES
$74.99

OCTOBER 4, 2016
HARDCOVER
9781609261887

6.1875 X 9.1875
2176 PAGES
$49.99 

BIBLES / COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE / DEVOTIONAL

BIBLES / COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE / DEVOTIONAL

THE CEB WOMEN’S BIBLE 
Written by women and for women, the features in  
The CEB Women’s Bible help readers relate the 
cultural needs and practices expressed in the ancient 
text to the cultural and identity needs expressed in 
today’s world.

The CEB Women’s Bible is a full-featured, readable, and reliable 
women’s Bible for women’s groups and daily private devotion. It 
includes articles and reflections on topics from women’s studies and 
women’s religious experience that are not typically found in Bibles 
for a non-academic audience. The goal was to produce a guide to 
help women grow in their understanding of and engagement with the 
Bible, and the life of a congregation.

The CEB Women’s Bible is intended for women in church leadership, 
women in the pews, and women who value spiritual practice in their 
lives. It is ideal for women who value equality and discussions related 
to issues of gender and justice and how those ideas are lived out 
through their faith.

EDITORIAL BOARD
Rachel Baughman
 Executive Pastor, Discipleship
 University Park United Methodist Church
 Dallas, Texas

Christine A. Chakoian
 Pastor/Head of Staff
 First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest
 Lake Forest, Illinois

Jaime Clark-Soles, NT Editor
 Associate Professor of New Testament
 Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor
 Perkins School of Theology
 Dallas, Texas

Judy Fentress-Williams, OT Editor
 Professor of Old Testament
 Virginia Theological Seminary
 Alexandria, Virginia

Ginger Gaines-Cirelli
 Senior Pastor
 Foundry United Methodist Church
 Washington, DC

THE CEB WOMEN’S BIBLE DECOTONE

THE CEB WOMEN’S BIBLE HARDCOVER
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KEY FEATURES
CONTRIBUTORS:  
With writings from women 
who are biblical scholars, 
pastors, and Christian 
leaders, this is the only 
Bible with exclusively 
women’s representation 
among its contributors.

INTRODUCTIONS:
Each book of the Bible 
will have an introduction 
that covers the historical 
and cultural situation of 
the text.

REFLECTIONS:  
Before each chapter 
there is a brief reflection 
on the text that ranges in 
tone from contemplative 
to something more like a 
study note.

PORTRAITS:
There are character 
sketches of women in 
the Bible, named and 
unnamed, scattered 
throughout the text.

ARTICLES: 
Throughout the Bible, 
there are special articles 
on different topics that 
are either specific to 
women (“Birth Control,” 
“Miscarriage,” “The Glass 
Ceiling,” etc.) or are more 
general in nature but 
that highlight aspects 
of the experience that 
are specific to women 
(“Vocation,” “Stress,” 
“Depression,” etc.).

OTHER FEATURES:
• Full-color presentation 
page
• Sixteen pages of full-
color maps from National 
Geographic

DECOTONE BIBLE 
INCLUDES:
• Ribbon
• Rounded page corners
• Packaged in a clam-shell 
boxInterior page design not final.
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Inviting young people into deeper forms of holiness, 
The CEB Student Bible helps them make connections 
between the world of the Bible and their own. 

THE CEB STUDENT BIBLE
The CEB Student Bible is a Bible by and for young people that invites 
them into deeper forms of both personal holiness and social holiness, 
helps them make connections between the world of the Bible and their 
own world, offers resources for engaging the text in personal and group 
study, and embodies a commitment to taking young people seriously as 
Christian leaders now, not just in the future. It is a resource that helps 
young disciples of Jesus Christ as they transform the world.

This new edition features a high-quality leather-like cover with 
burnished text. It’s perfect for confirmations and other gift-giving 
seasons. 

KEY FEATURES
• Introductions to each book of the Bible by leading biblical scholars. 

Each introduction gives an overview of the book, key themes, tips for 
reading, and quick facts.

• More than 350 articles by biblical scholars and a diverse group of 
youth ministers from traditions including United Methodist, PC(USA), 
Episcopal, Disciples of Christ, and ELCA churches. These articles 
model what it is like to really engage the Bible. They explore difficult 
topics and the things that are important to young people today. 

• Discussions for each book of the Bible by youth ministers. There are 
group and small group discussion questions, activities, and Reading 
Differently exercises.

• Prayers and reflections by young people who have participated in 
Emory University’s award-winning Youth Theological Initiative.

• Guide to the stories of the Bible.
• Twelve pages of maps with 4-page map index.

“If you’re searching for a Bible that will draw youth not only to read 
God’s Word but also form a deeper spiritual connection, The CEB 
Student Bible is your answer as it ‘mirrors how young people talk, 
read, and write with their friends.’ Because youth are a part of its 
composition, the effectiveness and impact is enhanced.”
–Youth Worker magazine

ABOUT THE EDITOR
Elizabeth W. Corrie, Ph.D, is the Assistant Professor in the Practice 
of Youth Education and Peacebuilding and Director of the Youth 
Theological Initiative at Candler School of Theology. She draws on 
commitments both to peace with justice and to the education of young 
people as a foundation for her work in the development of youth 
ministry practices that empower young people for global citizenship.

AUGUST 16, 2016
DECOTONE
9781609262020

5.375 X 8.375 
1600 PAGES
$39.99

AUGUST 18, 2015
PAPERBACK
9781609261795

5.375 X 8.375 
1600 PAGES
$29.99

BIBLES / COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE / YOUTH & TEEN

BIBLES / COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE / YOUTH & TEEN

BLACK DECOTONE 

PAPERBACK 
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Kids will dive deeper into God’s Word with this unique and award-
winning children’s Bible. 

CEB DEEP BLUE KIDS BIBLE
This engaging, interactive Bible offers four-
color icons and illustrations throughout with 
a wealth of notes, devotionals, Bible trivia, 
and other interactive elements to capture 
inquisitive young minds. The Deep Blue Kids 
Bible encourages a thirst for God’s timeless 
message as young readers join three life-like 
kids in discovering the Bible and what it 
means to their lives.

These three new leather-like covers 
complement the bestselling collection of 
Deep Blue Kids Bibles, sure to delight any 
child.

KEY FEATURES
• 4-color throughout
• Presentation page
• In-text subject headings
• Bible dictionary
• Eight full-color maps exclusively from 

National Geographic

AUGUST 16, 2016
DECOTONE
9781609261993

5.375 X 8.375 
1472 PAGES
$36.99

AUGUST 16, 2016
DECOTONE
9781609262006

5.375 X 8.375 
1472 PAGES
$32.99

AVAILABLE NOW
DECOTONE
9781609261986

5.375 X 8.375 
1472 PAGES
$32.99

COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE / CHILDREN COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE / CHILDREN COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE / CHILDREN

LIGHTHOUSE DECOTONE CLASSIC NAVY DECOTONE CLASSIC BURGUNDY DECOTONE 
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SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
DECOTONE
9781609262013

5.375 X 8.375
1184 PAGES
$29.99 

9781609261412 | $24.99 9781609261771 | $14.99 

9781609260118 | $36.95 9781609261030 | $29.99 9781609261153 | $24.99 

9781609261023 | $14.99 

BIBLES / COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE / TEXT

Perfect for everyday use, this beautifully designed 
cover is also easy to carry. 

VERMILLION FILIGREE 
THINLINE BIBLE
The CEB Thinline editions are easy to read with generous 9-point type 
and truly portable with a convenient trim size and bulk that is thinner 
than an inch. 

This new cover is designed in an on-trend vermillion orange-red with 
a burnished filigree design surrounding the words Holy Bible. With its 
ribbon and presentation page, this Bible makes a gorgeous gift.

KEY FEATURES
• Two-column setting
• Ribbon
• Presentation page
• In-text subject headings
• Eight pages of full-color maps exclusively from National Geographic
• 9-point type

Other Thinline Editions:
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Seasonal devotions from Dale Clem. 

ADVENT  
A Calendar of Devotions 2016 

DALE CLEM

Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2016 contains brief readings for each day 
in Advent, including a suggested Scripture, a short devotion, and a closing 
prayer. It offers an opportunity for daily exposure to God’s challenge, love, and 
goodness which is yearning to be born in you. Sold in packs of 10, booklets are 
designed to fit in a #10 envelope, enabling churches to include the booklets in 
their Advent mailings, especially for those unable to attend services.
  
Dale Clem is pastor of Monte Sano United Methodist Church in Huntsville, 
Alabama. He is the author of Winds of Fury and Circles of Grace. 

God is near. God is with us. 

GOD IS WITH US 

An Advent Study Based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary

ROBIN WILSON

Make this year’s Advent even more special than usual. Prepare your heart and 
life for the celebration of God’s presence in this season of waiting with God 
Is With Us, a study of the lectionary Bible readings for Advent and Christmas. 
By following the lectionary, your study of the Bible and your prayers will be 
in tune with your pastor’s sermon. You’ll have a better understanding of the 
flow of the Scripture readings chosen for the season. Be ready to claim and 
celebrate the new hope we have in Jesus Christ!

God Is With Us is based on the Revised Common Lectionary scriptures for 
church Year A, the first of a three-year cycle of Bible readings. The study 
includes commentary and reflection on readings from the Old Testament, the 
Epistles, and the Gospels. It offers the opportunity to explore these Bible 
readings in a five-session study.
  
Robin Wilson is Co-Senior Pastor of Dauphin Way United Methodist Church 
in Mobile, Alabama. Robin has served as the director of ministerial services 
in the Alabama-West Florida Conference , and she is a member of the Board 
of Directors for Discipleship Ministries. Robin is a graduate of Vanderbilt 
University and Duke Divinity School.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

AUGUST 2, 2016
BOOKLET
9781426799761

3.75 X 9
48 PAGES
$9.99 (PACK OF 10)

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501820526

6 X 9
96 PAGES
$12.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / CHRISTMAS & ADVENT

RELIGION \ HOLIDAYS \ CHRISTMAS & ADVENT

*ALSO AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT:
9781501820540 | $13.99
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Go from “Bah, Humbug!” to a Blessed Advent and  
Merry Christmas. 

THE REDEMPTION OF SCROOGE
Connecting Christ and Culture

MATT RAWLE

Is redemption possible for Ebenezer Scrooge? Pastor and author Matt 
Rawle believes so as he discovers the teachings of Jesus in the words of 
the Charles Dickens classic A Christmas Carol. Rawle dives deep into the 
dark, sad, greedy world of Scrooge and discovers a man in dire need of 
a second chance. Along with Scrooge, we meet the Ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Present, and Future and in the process learn about living with and 
for others in a world blessed by Jesus. Rediscover and reinvigorate your 
Christian faith this Advent and Christmas season and look at this familiar 
classic through the lens of faith.

Chapters include:

The Ghosts of Christmas Past 
The Life of Christmas Present 
The Resurrection of Christmas Future 
God Bless Us, Every One 

KEY FEATURES
•	 A four-week study perfect for Advent.
•	 DVD features the teaching of Matt Rawle in 10-12 minute sessions.
•	 Leader Guide includes discussion questions and session plans for 

facilitating the study.
•	 Worship Resource Flash Drive includes sermon trailers, promotional art 

and worship activity ideas.

Matt Rawle is Lead Pastor at The Well United Methodist Church in 
Ponchatoula, LA. Matt is an international speaker who loves to tell an old 
story in a new way, especially at the intersection of pop culture and the 
church. He is the author of a new series of books titled The Pop in Culture 
Series. The series includes The Faith of a Mockingbird, Hollywood Jesus, 
and The Salvation of Doctor Who.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501823077

5.5 X 8.5
144 PAGES
$14.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / CHRISTMAS & ADVENT

ALSO AVAILABLE

DVD
9781501823114

 $39.99

 WORSHIP  
FLASH DRIVE

9781501823206
$34.99

YOUTH STUDY 
9781501823169

 $9.99

LEADER GUIDE
9781501823091

$12.99
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SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501823398

5.5 X 8.5 
144 PAGES
$16.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / CHRISTMAS & ADVENT

When Heaven Comes Down to Earth, Greatness Gets Redefined.

LARGE PRINT
9781501823411

$17.99

PARTICIPANT BOOK

ALSO AVAILABLE
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DOWN TO EARTH
The Hopes & Fears of All the Years Are Met in Thee Tonight

MIKE SLAUGHTER
WITH RACHEL BILLUPS

Nothing in all the vast, created universe could prepare us for God coming down as a helpless 
infant, or for Jesus the son of God intentionally positioning himself as a mere servant, identifying 
with the lowest of lows. It’s enough to confound the mind, to make the heart contrite. This 
Advent, God’s great surprise changes everything.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Four-week study perfect for Advent.
•	 Includes DVD featuring Mike Slaughter in 10-12 minutes sessions.
•	 Church-wide program with Leader Guide, youth and children’s resources, and Devotions for 

the Season.

Mike Slaughter is the lead pastor at Ginghamsburg Church. Under his leadership, 
Ginghamsburg Church has become known a leader in missions, and early innovator of small 
group ministry, the Church “media reformation,” and cyber-ministry. Mike is the author of 
multiple books for church leaders, including Change the World, Dare to Dream, Renegade 
Gospel, A Different Kind of Christmas, Spiritual Entrepreneurs, Real Followers, Momentum for 
Life, UnLearning Church, and Upside Living in a Downside Economy

Rachel Billups serves as the Executive Pastor of Discipleship and as part of the preaching team 
for Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, Ohio. Rachel is an Ordained Elder within the United 
Methodist Church and holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible/Religion and History from Anderson 
University and a Master of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School. Before joining the 
Ginghamsburg team, Rachel served as the lead pastor of Shiloh United Methodist, a multi-site 
church in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE SEASON
9781501823442

$9.99

CHILDREN’S LEADER GUIDE
9781501823541

$18.99

 YOUTH STUDY
9781501823527

$9.99

LEADER GUIDE
9781501823428

$12.99

DVD
9781501823466

 $39.99

ALSO AVAILABLE
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Receive the life-changing gift of Christmas. 

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS
Opening the Gifts of God’s Grace

JAMES W. MOORE

From the time the Wise Men came to bring gifts, Christmas has been a 
time of giving gifts to our loved ones, to the less fortunate, to the church, 
to favorite charities, to family, to friends, and even to our pets. In the best 
spirit of Christmas we give and receive Christmas gifts, remembering the 
greatest Christmas gift of all…God’s gift of the Christ Child, God’s gift to us 
of a Savior.

As we give and receive Christmas gifts, it is incredibly important 
to remember that the best Christmas gifts are wrapped in heaven. 
Unfortunately, sometimes we concentrate so much on the gifts we want 
to give to and receive from each other that we miss the special gifts 
Christmas has for us. Christmas has some amazing gifts for us, but the truth 
is that we need the miracle of God’s grace to see them, feel them, hear 
them, wrap our arms around them, and celebrate them. This study asks a 
very personal question: “What are the gifts you would really like to receive 
from Christmas this year?” And that is what this book is all about: our 
thoughts and ruminations about the amazing, life-changing gifts Christmas 
has for us!

KEY FEATURES
•	 Five chapters, one for each week of Advent and one for Christmas.
•	 Each chapter includes a key Scripture reading, questions for reflection 

and discussion, a focus for the week, a brief prayer, and daily devotional 
readings.

•	 Leader Guide and DVD available for group study.
•	 Youth and children’s components available for an all-church study.

James W. Moore is a best-selling author of more than 40 books and an 
acclaimed pastor and ordained elder in The United Methodist Church. He 
has led congregations in Jackson, Tennessee; Shreveport, Louisiana; and 
Houston, Texas. In 2006, after 50 years of active ministry, he retired from 
full-time ministry and moved to the Dallas area, where he currently serves 
as Minister-in-Residence at Highland Park United Methodist Church. He 
and his wife, June, live at Heritage Ranch in Fairview, Texas.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501824197

5.5 X 8.5
144 PAGES
$14.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / CHRISTMAS & ADVENT

DVD
9781501824241

 $39.99

LEADER GUIDE
9781501824227

 $9.99

CHILDREN’S LEADER GUIDE 
9781501824272

 $16.99

LARGE PRINT
9781501824210

 $15.99

YOUTH STUDY
9781501824258

$9.99

ALSO AVAILABLE
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God works in unexpected ways.

UNDERDOGS AND OUTSIDERS 
A Bible Study on the Untold Stories of Advent

TOM FUERST

The Bible is full of surprises. At every turn, from the beginning of the 
Old Testament right through the end of the New, we find God working in 
unexpected, even strange ways to bring about God’s purposes. During 
Advent, remembering this strange history of God working in our world 
helps us look forward to the birth of God’s Son, Jesus. As if to remind us of 
this, the Gospel of Matthew presents a genealogy of Jesus before telling 
the story of his birth, including subtle references to the times God worked 
through unlikely people.

Matthew names five women in the family tree of Jesus: Tamar, a forgotten 
daughter-in-law and widow; Rahab, a prostitute; Ruth, a foreigner; the wife 
of Uriah, an adulteress; and of course Mary, a young virgin. This Advent 
study explores the stories of each of these five women, showing how 
they all played a pivotal role in God’s purposes. By learning about these 
underdogs and outsiders, readers will uncover new dimensions of the 
story of God’s people and how that story comes into focus in the hope for 
the Messiah. Through the Old Testament stories the Gospel draws upon, 
Matthew reminds us to look for God in unexpected places during this 
Advent season.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Five sessions, one for each Sunday in Advent and one for Christmas.
•	 Each session includes a Scripture reference, a personal reading, 

questions for reflection and discussion, a focus for the upcoming week, 
and a closing prayer.

•	 Focuses on key Old Testament stories.

Tom Fuerst is the Associate Teaching Pastor at Christ United Methodist 
Church in Memphis, Tennessee. A graduate of Hannibal-LaGrange 
University, Tom received a Master of Arts in from the University of Missouri 
and a Master of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary. A teacher and 
a pastor, Tom has a passion for helping others understand the Bible. Tom 
is a family man who loves Jesus, his wife, and their three children. To learn 
more about Tom, check out his blog at tom1st.com.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501824289

5.5 X 8.5
96 PAGES
$12.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / CHRISTMAS & ADVENT

Cover Not Final

ALSO AVAILABLE

LARGE PRINT
9781501824302

$13.99

Cover Not Final
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THE WONDER OF CHRISTMAS
Once You Believe, Anything Is Possible

ED ROBB & ROB RENFROE

No other time of the year captures our imagination as much as Christmas: God coming into 
the world on a dark winter’s night; a baby’s cry that would change the course of human history; 
the heavens bursting into song; the certain hope that God will have the last word over our 
brokenness. This season fills our hearts with the wonder that anything is possible. This year, 
rediscover the true wonder of Christmas by sharing the love of Christ with others. Each chapter 
centers on one meaningful element, looking to the Christmas story and the stories of real people 
today to offer inspiration and ideas for reflecting the light of Jesus at Christmas and throughout 
the year.

Chapters Include:

The Wonder of a Name 
The Wonder of a Star 
The Wonder of a Manger 
The Wonder of a Promise 

The Wonder of Christmas is also perfect for a four-week, all-church study and includes resources 
for all ages, teaching video, worship ideas and visuals, and preaching guides. All areas of 
church life weave together for a wonder-filled Advent celebration. The adult study book is the 
centerpiece of the program, serving as the adult small group resource and the source of content 
for worship planners and leaders.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Complete church-wide program with resources for all ages.
•	 DVD includes videos of Ed Robb and Rob Renfroe in 10-12 minutes sessions.
•	 Worship Resource Flash Drive includes sermon trailers, promotional art and worship activity 

ideas.

Ed Robb is Senior Pastor at The Woodlands UMC in Houston, Texas. Serving the church for 
more than thirty years, his vision and leadership have led the church to become one of the 
fastest growing churches in Methodism, with over 10,000 members. 

Rob Renfroe is Pastor of Discipleship at The Woodlands UMC in Houston, Texas, leader of the 
popular men’s Bible study Quest, attended by over 300 men, and the author of
The Trouble with the Truth and A Way Through the Wilderness. He also is President of Good 
News—a national organization committed to the doctrinal integrity and spiritual renewal of
 The United Methodist Church. 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE SEASON
9781501823275

$9.99

CHILDREN’S LEADER GUIDE
9781501823367
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 YOUTH STUDY
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 $39.99
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A DEEP BLUE STAR 
Hardcover with DVD  

DAPHNA FLEGAL

Join the Deep Blue Crew as they tell the story of Jesus’ birth from the Gospel 
of Luke and the visit of the Wise Men from the Gospel of Matthew. Encourage 
children to find the star hidden on each page.

Also included is a video featuring the Christmas stories from Luke and Matthew 
and the Deep Blue Kids Bible characters!

Daphna Flegal is a diaconal minister in The United Methodist Church. She is 
a certified laboratory leader in the area of young children and has worked with 
preschool children for more than 20 years. Daphna is currently the lead editor 
for children’s curriculum. She lives in Nashville, Tennessee.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING! BUT 
WAITING IS HARD!
Family Activities and Devotions for Advent

KAREN WHITING

This Advent book contains family devotions that focus on connecting Jesus and 
the symbols of Christmas. Each day includes a devotional, prayer, questions 
to discuss, the meaning of a Christmas symbol, and suggested activities to put 
the scriptures into action. Reproducibles are included to help with the symbol 
activities.

Karen Whiting is an award-winning author of eighteen books. She is the former 
community producer and host of a television series, Puppets On Parade, for 
TV. She has written over 500 articles and short pieces for more than sixty 
publications. Whiting has been a guest on dozens of radio shows, a number of 
television shows, and has guest hosted a radio show for parents.  

WHY CHRISTMAS TREES AREN’T 
PERFECT
RICHARD H. SCHNEIDER

Long, long ago, in a land far away, lived a perfect little tree named Small Pine. 
Small Pine hoped to maintain its perfect form and be selected by the Queen 
as her Christmas tree. But as the warm-hearted little tree gave shelter to birds, 
rabbits, and deer in the forest, its branches became damaged. Fortunately, the 
Queen had a different idea of perfection...

Richard H. Schneider has been a journalist and author for more than 50 years 
and has written more than 20 books for adults and children. A former senior 
staff editor at Guideposts, an interfaith inspirational magazine, he is a World 
War II veteran. He is a resident of Rye, NY, where Schneider served as vice 
commander in the American Legion and a lay leader of the Rye UMC.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
MIXED MEDIA
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Preparing our hearts and lives for God’s saving love.

CHRIST IS FOR US  
A LENTEN STUDY BASED ON THE REVISED COMMON 
LECTIONARY

APRIL YAMASAKI

Christ Is for Us invites readers to explore God’s saving and redeeming love 
through a seven-week study of the Scripture readings for Lent and Easter. 
Key Bible readings call us to embrace God’s salvation and the new life 
offered to us through Christ. 

This study is based on the Revised Common Lectionary scriptures for Year 
A. Each chapter includes commentary and reflection on readings from 
the Old Testament, the Epistle, and the Gospel reading for that day. Each 
chapter also includes questions for personal reflection, questions for group 
discussion, and suggested activities to facilitate group study.

April Yamasaki is the pastor of Emmanuel Mennonite Church in 
Abbotsford, British Columbia. She has written several books, including 
Spark: Igniting Your God-Given Creativity and Sacred Pauses: Spiritual 
Practices for Personal Renewal. A graduate of the University of British 
Columbia, she holds a master’s degree in Christian Studies from Regent 
College in Vancouver. She has taught college courses in Bible and English, 
and she has led seminars, retreats, and enrichment courses for Christian 
adults. Her writing may be found online at www.aprilyamasaki.com.

Devotions for each day of Lent. 

THE SANCTUARY FOR LENT 2017  

DONALD K. MCKIM

The Sanctuary for Lent 2017 contains brief readings for each day in Lent, 
including a suggested Scripture, a short devotion, and a closing prayer. It is 
an excellent gift for family, friends, or those with special needs. In keeping 
with the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s nailing of the theses, each 
day’s devotion will include a quote from one of the reformers. Sold in packs 
of 10, booklets are designed to fit in a #10 envelope, enabling churches to 
include the booklets in their Lent mailings, especially for those unable to 
attend services.

Donald K. McKim served as executive editor for Westminster John Knox 
Press, as academic dean and professor of theology at Memphis Theological 
Seminary, and as professor of theology at the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary. He is the author or editor of more than thirty books.

DECEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501820557

6 X 9
112 PAGES
$12.99

DECEMBER 6, 2016
BOOKLET
9781501824883

3.75 X 9
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CREED
What Christians Believe and Why

ADAM HAMILTON

We’re all searching. Sometimes the search is easy: simply type a question and the answer pops 
up. But sometimes our questions are complicated, and the answers are difficult to see and 
harder to articulate. How do we discover and examine the truths that give meaning and purpose 
to life? Adam Hamilton believes that some powerful answers are contained in the Apostles’ 
Creed, an early statement of foundational Christian beliefs.

In this six-week study for Lent, Easter, and beyond, Hamilton considers important questions of 
life, reality, and truth. He explores not only what Christians believe, but also why they believe it 
and why it matters.

Chapters include:

Is There a God?
Jesus: More Than a Rabbi?
The Holy Spirit: A Rushing Mighty Wind
Death’s Funeral
Holy? Catholic? Church?
The Forgiveness of Sins
The Resurrection of the Body

KEY FEATURES
•	 In studying the Apostles’ Creed, readers will confront and examine their own core beliefs.
•	 Readers go beyond reciting the words to explore the basics of what we believe.
•	 Rather than focus on what drives us apart, individuals and churches will seek what brings us 

together as Christians.
•	 Makes an ideal Lenten and Easter study.

Adam Hamilton is senior pastor of The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood, Kansas, one of the fastest growing, most highly visible churches in the country. The 
Church Report named Hamilton’s congregation the most influential mainline church in America, 
and he preached at the National Prayer Service as part of the presidential inauguration 
festivities in 2013 and was appointed to the President’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships in 2016. 

Hamilton is the best-selling and award-winning author of The Call, The Journey, The Way, 24 
Hours That Changed the World, Revival, John, Not a Silent Night, Enough, When Christians Get 
It Wrong, and Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White, all published by Abingdon Press.

CHILDREN’S LEADER GUIDE
9781501813702

$18.99

 YOUTH STUDY
9781501813832

$9.99

LEADER GUIDE
9781501813740

$12.99

DVD
9781501813764

 $39.99
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Living into God’s vision of justice. 

WIND IN THE WILDERNESS
A Lenten Study From the Prophets

DJ DEL ROSARIO

Though we cannot see the wind, we know it by its effects and interpret it 
by its results. The same can be said for the work of the Hebrew prophets, 
who communicated God’s vision of justice and faithfulness throughout 
the history of God’s people. As they spoke of this vision, the wind was 
moving, giving us a hint of Jesus who was to come. This study focuses on 
the Hebrew prophets and their message of justice, calling readers to turn 
their attention to issues of justice in today’s world. Each chapter explores 
a different prophet or prophets, highlighting how God’s word through them 
challenged the Israelite people—and us—to live out God’s vision of justice. 
These prophetic messages find their fulfillment in the life and ministry of 
Jesus, preparing the way for his teaching, healing, death, and resurrection. 
Readers will not merely study prophecies about Jesus, but will explore 
the continuity between the prophetic emphasis on justice and Jesus’ 
proclamation of the kingdom of God. This thematic Bible study is designed 
to be used by individuals and small groups during the season of Lent.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Seven sessions, one for each Sunday in Lent and Easter Sunday.
•	 Each session includes a Scripture reference, a personal reading, 

questions for reflection and discussion, a focus for the upcoming week, 
and a closing prayer.

•	 Focuses on select Old Testament prophets.

DJ del Rosario is the pastor of Bothell United Methodist Church in 
Bothell, Washington. An ordained elder in the Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conference, DJ has served previously as associate pastor at Faith UMC 
and pastor of Lynden UMC. He has also served as the Director of Young 
Adult Ministries, Discernment, and Enlistment at the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry, and as the Executive Director of Spark12.org.

He has spoken, led, and preached at multiple events at the annual, 
jurisdictional, and General Conference levels. DJ met his best friend and 
wife in seminary, and they have three amazing daughters. DJ loves a great 
cup of coffee, social media, and technology.

DECEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501824319

5.5 X 8.5
96 PAGES
$12.99

RELIGION / HOLIDAYS / EASTER & LENT

LARGE PRINT
9781501824333

 $13.99

ALSO AVAILABLE



FALL & WINTER 2016-2017

43800.251.3320         AbingdonPress.com         

LENT & EASTER

This Lent, Look at Your Mess Through the Eyes of Christ.

RESTORED
Finding Redemption in Our Mess

TOM BERLIN

Often we make a mess of our lives and wonder if there is any redemption. 
In this book, pastor and author Tom Berlin helps us see our mess through 
the eyes of Christ to find redemption and restoration. Using Scripture, 
devotional tools, and the writings of Ignatius of Loyola, John of the Cross, 
St. Augustine, John Wesley, Evelyn Underhill, and others, Berlin encourages 
reflection and meditation through our own brokenness. Only then can we 
focus on the cross as the place where we truly surrender control, leave our 
mess, and find redemption.

Chapters include:

    This Is a Real Mess
    Who Left This Mess? 
    Bless This Mess 
    No Messing Around 
    Address This Mess 
    The Message in the Mess 

KEY FEATURES
•	 Six-week study perfect for Lent.
•	 DVD features the teaching of Tom Berlin.
•	 Leader Guide contains everything needed to facilitate each weekly 

session.

Tom Berlin is Senior Pastor of Floris United Methodist Church in Herndon, 
Virginia. He is a graduate of Virginia Tech and Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University. Tom is author of Defying Gravity: Break Free from 
the Culture of More, 6 Decisions That Will Change Your Life, 6 Things We 
Should Know About God, and 6 Ways We Encounter God. He is coauthor 
(with Lovett Weems) of Bearing Fruit: Ministry with Real Results; Overflow: 
Increase Worship Attendance and Bear More Fruit; and  High Yield: Seven 
Disciplines of the Fruitful Leader.

DECEMBER 6, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501822926

5.5 X 8.5
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$15.99
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There is room for everyone. 

PLENTY GOOD ROOM
A Lenten Bible Study Based on African American Spirituals

MARILYN E. THORNTON WITH LEWIS V. BALDWIN

This unique short-term Bible study combines an in-depth look at Scripture, 
American history, and the music and lyrics of six African American spirituals. 
The six-session study provides biblical, social, and historical analyses of the 
spirituals: “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit,” “This Lonesome Valley,” “Bow Down 
on Your Knees,” “Plenty Good Room,” “Ain’t Dat Good News,” and “Were 
You There?” Marilyn E. Thornton is writing all-new lessons appropriate to 
the season.

Marilyn E. Thornton has music degrees from Howard University and 
from the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins University, as well 
as an MDiv from Vanderbilt. She is the lead editor for African American 
resources for Abingdon Press and serves as Campus Minister of the Wesley 
Foundation at Fisk University.

Lewis V. Baldwin received his B.A. in History from Talladega College, 
an M.A. degree in Black Church Studies and a M.Div. degree in Theology 
at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, and a Ph.D. degree in American 
Christianity from Northwestern University. He is Professor in Religious 
Studies at Vanderbilt University.

Devotions from beloved author Marjorie L. Kimbrough. 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 
MONTH DAILY DEVOTIONS 2017
MARJORIE L. KIMBROUGH

Scripture-based readings of hope, inspiration, and encouragement for each 
day of February—African American History Month. Each devotion contains an 
inspirational scripture-based mediation and on African American history, and 
a prayer based on the theme. Congregations will find this devotional perfect 
for Bible study, opening meditations for meetings and events, as well as for 
personal daily devotional time. The devotions increase a sense of knowledge 
and awareness of African American history, foster pride in that history and 
accomplishment, and strengthen personal and communal faith, hope, and 
commitment to a rich heritage and future.

Marjorie L. Kimbrough is the author of She Is Worthy, Stories Between 
the Testaments, Coffee Break Devotions, Coffee Breaks of Faith, Accept No 
Limitations, and Strong in Heart. Formerly Georgia’s non-fiction author of 
the year, Kimbrough was an instructor of philosophy and religion at Clark 
University and Christian Education instructor at the Interdenominational 
Theological Center, both in Atlanta. Marjorie Kimbrough lives in Atlanta, 
Georgia.
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Schnase shows readers how to become a permission-
giving church.  

JUST SAY YES! PARTICIPANT 
GUIDE 
Unleashing People for Ministry

ROBERT SCHNASE

In Just Say Yes! Robert Schnase shows church leaders how to unleash 
people for fruitful ministry. He teaches leaders to spot their own nay-
saying, and gives specific instructions for reversing the culture of ‘No’ that 
has become so prevalent in many churches. Step by step, Schnase shows 
readers—pastors, other church leaders, and congregants—how to make 
significant change in their attitude and actions, to become a permission-
giving church.

This set of resources is the next step.
- The Leader Guide gives church leaders what they need in order to 
begin implementing the principles in the original book. 
- The Participant Guide is a complete workbook and devotion guide for 
church leaders—staff and laity—who participate in the group experience.  

KEY FEATURES
•	 Leader Guide, videos and PowerPoint slides provide everything a pastor 

or other leader needs to facilitate a church-changing experience with 
the leaders in their congregation.

Robert Schnase is bishop of the Missouri Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. Schnase is the author of Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations, a best-selling book on congregational ministry that 
has ignited a common interest among churches and their leaders 
around its themes of radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional 
faith development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant 
generosity. Five Practices has reached a global community with 
translations in Korean, Spanish, Russian, Hungarian, and German. Robert 
is also the author of Cultivating Fruitfulness, The Balancing Act, Five 
Practices of Fruitful Living, Ambition in Ministry, Seven Levers, and Testing 
and Reclaiming Your Call to Ministry. He lives in Columbia, Missouri.

MAY 17, 2016
PAPERBACK
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Learn to share your faith without anxiety!  

GET THEIR NAME:
PARTICIPANT WORKBOOK
Grow Your Church by Building New Relationships.

BOB FARR & KAY KOTAN

In their book Get Their Name, authors Bob Farr and Kay Kotan showed 
how church leaders and congregants can become outward-reaching 
people who share their faith with others in natural, genuine ways, 
drawing people to Christ. The companion Workbook helps readers to 
study and reflect upon the book, chapter by chapter. The Workbook 
focuses on the reader’s understanding of the Get Their Name approach 
to faith sharing. The book and workbook have already fostered change 
in churches across the US.

This new set of resources is the next step for church leaders, with a 
focus on implementation of the Get Their Name approach. It includes 
everything a pastor or other key leader needs to facilitate a two-part 
experience for the entire congregation.

KEY FEATURES
•	 The Participant Guide is for everyone who participates in the Get 

Their Name study, and is formatted with ample space for writing and 
reflection.

•	 The Coordinator’s Guide is a complete manual for the pastor or 
other church leader seeking to facilitate the entire Get Their Name 
experience in their congregation

•	 The DVD includes a conversation-starter video for each week of the 
study.

Bob Farr is director of congregational excellence in the Missouri 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. Frequent speaker and 
seminar leader, he is also the author of Renovate or Die: 10 Ways to 
Focus Your Church on Mission, both co-authored with Kay Kotan, 
published by Abingdon Press.

Kay Kotan is a credentialed coach, church consultant, speaker and 
author. She serves on the Healthy Church Initiative Executive Team for 
the Missouri Annual Conference of the UMC. Kay resides in Kansas 
City, Missouri with her husband, Bob and son, Cameron.

MAY 17, 2016
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There is a distinctively Christian way to engage the so-called 
“outsider” and “stranger.”  

FEAR OF THE OTHER
No Fear in Love

WILLIAM H. WILLIMON

In this simple, no non-sense book, reliable spiritual guide, Will Willimon, invites 
readers to consider the Gospel command to love (and not merely tolerate) 
those considered to be “Other” or outside mainstream Christian culture. 
Rooted in the faith of Israel and the Christian story and vision, Willimon brings 
a non-technical, Wesleyan perspective to bear on what may be the hardest 
thing for people of faith to do: keeping and loving the Other as Other. 
 
Feeling most at home behind a pulpit, William H. Willimon’s deepest calling is 
to be a preacher and truth-teller of Jesus Christ. Willimon is Professor of the 
Practice of Christian Ministry at Duke University Divinity School and retired 
Bishop of the North Alabama Conference of The United Methodist Church, 
after serving for 20 years as faculty member and Dean of the Chapel at Duke 
University. He lives in Durham, North Carolina.

Churches need innovative approaches that provide renewal, 
re-establish trust and cultivate sustainability. 

CHRISTIAN SOCIAL INNOVATION
Renewing Wesleyan Witness

L. GREGORY JONES

Everybody seems interested in innovation and entrepreneurship these days. 
Start-ups are generating new jobs, creating wealth and providing solutions to 
longstanding problems. People are also aware that old-line social institutions 
need innovative approaches that provide renewal, re-establish trust and 
cultivate sustainability.

What do faith communities have to do with innovation and entrepreneurship? 
Faith communities have their own need for innovation, demonstrated in a 
growing interest in starting new churches, developing “fresh expressions” for 
gatherings of community and discussions about how to cultivate a renewed 
sense of mission.
 
L. Gregory Jones is Professor of Theology at Duke University Divinity School. 
A noted scholar, teacher, and church leader, he is the author or editor of 
eleven books, including the acclaimed Embodying Forgiveness. He writes a 
regular column, “Faith Matters,” for The Christian Century, for whom he is also 
an Editor-at-Large. He and his wife, the Reverend Susan Pendleton Jones, have 
three children: Nathan, Ben, and Sarah, they live in North Carolina.
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Discover your purpose, passion, and mission for your 
retirement years.  

AT THE CROSSROADS
Leadership Lessons for the Second Half of Life

CLAYTON SMITH & DAVE WILSON

Churches are full of people who are approaching or entering retirement. 
These congregants are asking questions, taking stock of their priorities, 
and re-thinking their plans for the next phase of life. It can be an unsettling 
process—or one that leads to deeper fulfillment for the person and greater 
ministry for the church. As many as 10,000 men and women are retiring 
each day, and many are anxious about the idea of retirement. At the 
Crossroads offers to guide this important demographic group toward a life 
of significance.

This six-week, bible-based study offers hope and help. Readers will learn 
to follow biblical principles.  Over the course of this study, readers will 
conduct a self-inventory to discover their own STRIDES--spiritual gifts, 
talents, resources, individuality, desires, experience, and seasons of life. 
They’ll consider their God-given purpose in life, and discern what God is 
calling them to do next, especially how they might serve God’s church in 
new ways. 

The appendix includes helpful documents to aid the reader in the entire 
Crossroads process.

Will the Boomer Generation become a burden or a blessing to our global 
society?  This Bible based six-week small group study offers a very positive 
and encouraging outcome.

By following biblical principles from the lives of Moses, Abraham, Elijah, 
Nehemiah, Jesus and Paul, as well as other encouraging Bible passages, 
participants can discover their purpose, passion, and mission for their 
retirement years.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Readers gain a view of a phase of life that is significant and meaningful, 

full of power and hope.
•	 The church gains newly invigorated members and leaders who are likely 

to recommit themselves and their resources of time and money to the 
church’s ministry.

•	 Addresses felt needs of a growing demographic, adults over 50 who are 
nearing retirement.

Clayton Smith serves as the Executive Pastor of Stewardship and 
Generosity at Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. He and his 
wife, Lori, live in Stilwell, Kansas. 

Dave Wilson is a lay member of the United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. Recently retired, he is a lay leader in 
the Crossroads ministry and conducts discipleship, spiritual growth and 
education classes.
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You can only preserve your passion and energy for 
ministry by learning to use your Off switch!
 

SWITCH OFF
The Clergy Guide to Preserving Energy and Passion for 

Ministry

HEATHER BRADLEY AND MIRIAM GROGAN

Many members of the clergy are committed to their vocation, yet struggle 
to remain engaged and energized.  The pressures of congregational and 
family commitments take their toll.  

Clergy are part of a profession like no other.  However you define it, 
the label “clergy” represents a collection of roles that come together 
in various combinations based on religion, congregational size and 
congregational structure.  Frustration can build when clergy think they 
are delivering what is expected of them and feedback (formal or informal) 
is received to indicate expectations are not being met.  Worse, in the 
absence of feedback, clergy can be caught off guard if they assume 
everything is fine only to learn unexpectedly everything is not fine.

This book will help you examine the roles you inhabit and the roles of 
others around you.  You will also be challenged to look at old problems in 
a new way and offered tools to unwind the complexities of your personal 
situation and develop new habits to manage expectations.

KEY FEATURES
•	 The self-evaluation and steps for improvement lead to more effective 

ministry and deeper satisfaction.
•	 Pastors and other church leaders are more effective, resulting in more 

fruitful ministry.
•	 The next best thing to having a personal life coach—readers will be 

motivated, encouraged, and energized.

Heather Bradley has served leaders her entire career. From Fortune 
500 Vice President, Human Resources to multi-credentialed executive 
coach, Heather is an HR turnaround expert, specializing in successful 
integration mergers and acquisitions.  Heather is an avid figure skating 
fan and was named as a fan blogger by the US Figure Skating Association.  
She lives in Toledo, OH with her husband Gary and their two rescue 
kitties, Mr. B. and Jay.

Miriam Grogan is an executive and leadership coach.  For more than 
15 years, she has worked with professionals at the top of their game to 
help them be even better.  She holds 3 coaching certifications, and a 
BBA, Finance magna cum laude. In 2004, Miriam appeared on Jeopardy! 
competing against 74 game winner, Ken Jennings. Miriam lives in Silver 
Spring, MD, where she and her husband, Sean, raised 6 puppies for 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind.
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Identifies and explores ten key factors to thrive in 
ministry.  

THRIVING IN THE SECOND 
CHAIR
Ten Practices for Robust Ministry (When You’re Not  

in Charge)

MIKE BONEM

Second chair leaders play a critical role in churches across the world. They 
serve in paid and unpaid capacities, and include laity, ordained clergy, bi-
vocational, licensed local pastors and others who lead significant ministries, 
but who are not the lead or senior pastor. 

Mike Bonem, author of Leading from the Second Chair, takes that 
important work to the next level, with Thriving in the Second Chair. Here, 
Bonem points readers beyond their external circumstances to the ways 
they can act and think differently. He highlights ten key factors that will 
help second chair leaders do more than just survive. These deep “springs” 
will enable them to thrive, so that their lives and ministries are fulfilling, 
vital, and sustainable. 

The first three springs relate to the single most important professional 
relationship for any second chair leader – their relationship with the 
first chair. The next four look at some of the most common and essential 
aspects of the second chair’s job. The final three springs are arguably the 
deepest and most important. They enable second chairs to thrive even if 
they’re struggling with the first seven. These three springs offer help for 
staying spiritually anchored, overcoming loneliness, and becoming re-
energized.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Readers will understand the factors that contribute to their ability to 

thrive.
•	 Readers will be equipped to take practical steps toward more effective 

and satisfying ministry.
•	 A simple, relatable central concept, the Key Factors to Thrive runs 

throughout the book.

Mike Bonem is an author, consultant, speaker, church leader, 
businessperson, husband and father. He loves to help ministries and their 
leaders grow in effectiveness to reach their God-given potential. Mike’s 
books include In Pursuit of Great and Godly Leadership and Leading from 
the Second Chair. He has spoken across the country and internationally on 
topics related to ministry leadership and congregational effectiveness. Mike 
has an MBA from Harvard Business School and a breadth of experience in 
ministry and business, including 11 years as an executive pastor, consulting 
with Fortune 100 companies, and leading a start-up business.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501814242

6 X 9
160 PAGES
$18.99 

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN CHURCH / LEADERSHIP

RELATED TITLE

9780687272976
 $19.99



52 AbingdonPress.com         800.251.3320

MINISTRY LEADERSHIP FALL & WINTER 2016-2017LEADERSHIP

Explores how the pastor can turn visions into reality.  

EXECUTE YOUR VISION
The Practical Art of Ministry Leadership

BILL EASUM & SCOTT MUSSELMAN

Dreams and visions are amazing gifts from God. They are at the heart 
of God’s plan for our lives. Anyone can have an idea, but not everyone 
will experience that vision come to fruition. This book explores how 
to turn visions into reality in a fast-moving world that is changing at an 
exponential rate.  

Focuses on the obstacles that keep most leaders from turning their 
visions into reality. In consulting with over 700 churches in the past 25 
years, one problem clearly stands out above all the rest. Pastors find 
it hard to execute a vision. Ideas aren’t hard to come by; making them 
happen is another thing altogether.

This book notes how the Church missed out on prime opportunities 
during the middle of the 20th century in the United States when our 
culture went through a significant transition. Pastors and other leaders can 
learn from these lessons, so that they are able to seize opportunities as 
they emerge in our contemporary society.
 
Packed with information, practical steps, essential principles, and points 
for deeper reflection, this book empowers us for ministry and equips us to 
bring our ideas to fruition.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Addresses a critical but often-overlooked aspect of leadership: the 

ability to implement and take action, to put plans into place.
•	 Chapters and sections are brief, concise, easy to read.
•	 Full of practical, realistic, actionable suggestions.

Bill Easum is President of The Effective Church Group, a church 
consulting and coaching firm. One of the most widely sought advisers on 
congregational health and vitality in North America, he has over 30 years 
of congregational experience, with approximately 25 years’ experience as 
a pastor. He has published several books with Abingdon Press, including 
Preaching for Church Transformation.

Scott Musselman is a senior consultant and coach with The Effective 
Church Group. He is known around town as Mr. Hospitality because of his 
work in transforming churches into bastions of welcome. In addition, he 
specializes in conflict reconciliation.
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This book is for any pastor, church planter or lay 
leader struggling to do ministry with a lack of financial 
resources but hungry to reach the lost with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  

FUNDING MINISTRY WITH FIVE 
LOAVES AND TWO FISHES
ROSARIO PICARDO

Clergy are trained to preach, teach, and lead a congregation in spiritual 
matters. However, there is very little training for clergy when it comes to 
the “business” matters of the church-finances, debt reduction, fundraising, 
and building maintenance. The added and sometimes unexpected load for 
clergy can become cumbersome and extremely stressful. In addition, the 
decline of the church and the passing of key funders of churches leave 
many pastors with dying churches and few resources to do anything about 
it.

Author Rosario Picardo has been in this very position. As a pastor, 
Picardo launched a church in a movie theater with no people and very 
little financial support. He also revitalized a dying congregation in a 
deteriorating physical structure. Through trials and failures, innovation and 
entrepreneurial thinking, God provided, and Picardo learned new ways for 
reaching the least and lost, and for growing disciples. In Funding Ministry 
with Five Loaves and Two Fish, Picardo shares the lessons he’s learned 
with confidence that other leaders can do the same. He demonstrates 
how, step by faithful step.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Provides practical ideas and solutions to dealing with decreasing 

financial resources.
•	 Offers hope that God is still using the church.
•	 Practical applications and fresh ideas.

As Ginghamsburg’s Executive Pastor of New Church Development, 
Rosario (Roz) Picardo partners with Senior Pastor Mike Slaughter and 
the leadership team to dream and deploy new faith communities within 
the Ginghamsburg community of churches. 
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Knowing your “type” will help you know who will be 
attracted to your leadership style.  

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP
Why Leaders Lead and Who Seekers Follow

THOMAS G. BANDY

Certain kinds of people gravitate toward certain kinds of leaders. There 
are exceptions and degrees of commitment, of course. People (as 
individuals) are complicated and changeable. On the other hand, people 
(as groups) are remarkably consistent and predictable. There are 
patterns. The typical follower of this leader has these characteristics. 
The typical follower of that leader has those characteristics.

There are trends. Certain kinds of people are more responsive to 
certain kinds of leaders. Certain kinds of leaders seem to be more 
empathic toward, and understanding of, certain kinds of people. They 
seem to know some contexts, certain needs, and distinct attitudes 
better than others. If you follow the career of a leader, you can 
anticipate who they will gather around them and where they will be 
most effective.

In Spiritual Leadership, Tom Bandy shows us how these dynamics are 
at work in the leadership of churches and ministries. He demonstrates 
how people—both leaders and followers—are shaped by their anxieties 
and needs, and how these characteristics can cause spiritual leadership 
successes and failures. Bandy walks the reader through extensive 
evaluations, helping the reader/leader to understand what sort of 
leadership they might best provide to meet the spiritual needs of the 
people around them.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Equips ministers to be the leaders most desperately needed in their 

distinct communities.
•	 Recognizes the unique needs of people in a community.
•	 Charts and illustrations make the detailed information clear and easy 

to digest.

Thomas G. Bandy is an internationally-recognized church consultant 
and leadership coach. He works across the spectrum of church 
traditions, denominations, congregations, contexts, and cultures. Tom 
coaches transforming and transitioning congregations, church plants, 
multi-site and cross-cultural churches, and faith-based nonprofits. He 
is the president of Thriving Church Consulting LLC and can be found 
in his virtual office at ThrivingChurch.com. He is the author of several 
books on congregational leadership.
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Open the floodgates to mission-worthy change in your 
congregation, creating a spiritual force that moves 
through your entire community.  

FLOOD GATES
Holy Momentum for a Fearless Church

SUE NILSON KIBBEY

Sue Nilson Kibbey follows up the Abingdon Press leadership classic, 
Ultimately Responsible, with her latest experience-based research 
about how your congregation can make the shift from plateau or even 
decline – to opening the flood gates of spiritual upsurge.  This resource 
is a practical “how-to” guide for pastors and church leaders who dream 
about releasing holy momentum in their current setting.

Whatever your church’s history, setting or mission field, you can set the 
stage to unleash the floodgates of a Breakthrough Prayer Initiative, learn 
the skills of making an urgent case for change, shift your church’s culture 
to “ubiquitous discipleship,” identify and deploy new leaders and other 
key crucial catalysts.  All of these have the potential to transform your 
congregation into a fearless, Spirit-driven church that will make new 
spiritual history for Christ in your own mission field and beyond. 

KEY FEATURES
•	 When these core triggers are implemented and practiced, a 

congregation moves from being a sedentary, inwardly-focused church 
to an outward-moving, contagious tool of the message and mission of 
Christ!

•	 The book is user-friendly, and designed to be used by teams of 
people as well as read by individuals.

•	 Each chapter includes implementation steps.

Sue Nilson Kibbey is an ordained United Methodist elder who serves 
as the Director of the Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI) 
for the West Ohio Conference, a comprehensive 360-degree training 
and coaching effort that assists congregations and their pastors to 
jump-start a new life cycle of fruitfulness. Kibbey served as executive 
pastor of Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church in Tipp City, Ohio 
for 10 years, where she teamed with Pastor Mike Slaughter to create 
and deploy the vision of the church as well as provide oversight of 
the staff and all discipleship/mission initiatives. Sue is also the creator 
of the Ministry by Strengths program, which helps leaders connect 
into individualized areas of ministry service passion, and is an adjunct 
professor for ministry leadership at United Theological Seminary. She is 
a speaker, trainer, consultant and coach across the country.
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Sermons often suffer from a lack of adequate analysis 
and presentation of the human condition.  

PREACHING AND THE 
HUMAN CONDITION
Loving God, Self, & Others

O. WESLEY ALLEN JR.

Sermons often fail to connect with people, because they seem to 
skirt around or float above the human condition. They aim at high and 
noble ideals, but ignore the hearer’s real life needs and their real (and 
sometimes difficult) circumstances. Sermons too often devolve into 
messages of self-help, or offer only a sliver of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, because the “bad news” of the world is de-emphasized or 
ignored altogether. In Preaching and the Human Condition, O. Wesley 
Allen uses the pericope in which Jesus is asked about the greatest 
commandment (Mk 12:28–31) as a lens for preachers. He proposes that 
we explore the human condition cumulatively from three different 
perspectives in our weekly preaching. 

“Love God” suggests a perspective in which the human condition is 
seen in relation to a broken relationship between humanity and God 
(vertical). 

“Love neighbor” suggests a perspective in which the broken relationship 
is between humans and others (horizontal). 

And “as yourself” suggests a brokenness in relationship to one’s self 
(inner). 

In individual chapters, the author unpacks each perspective 
theologically, suggests practical homiletical approaches to preaching 
from that perspective, and provides a sample sermon. 

KEY FEATURES
•	 Helps preachers and preaching students to effectively address the 

human condition in their preaching ministry.
•	 Offers practical instruction to build the reader’s skill.
•	 Uses a framework that is inviting and useful for preachers, students, 

and scholars from multiple theological backgrounds (Loving God, 
Neighbor, Self).

O. Wesley Allen, Jr., is Lois Craddock Perkins Professor of Preaching 
at Perkins School of Theology, Dallas, Texas. He is the author of A 
Homiletic of All Believers, Preaching and Reading the Lectionary, 
Matthew: Fortress Biblical Preaching Commentaries and several other 
books. For many years he was Professor of Preaching at Lexington 
Theological Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky.
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The church can learn from secular society how to  
“be the church.”  

THE SACRED SECULAR
How God Is Using the World to Shape the Church

DOTTIE ESCOBEDO-FRANK & ROB RYNDERS

This book addresses the question, ‘Is Being Spiritual Better Than Being 
Religious’? Or, to put it another way, is the church important any longer? If 
we believe it is, then how do we show, tell, and embody that today?

Our urban cores are undergoing a renaissance. People, especially 
young people, are ditching the suburbs in search of more interesting 
and compelling ways of living. Cities now offer an escape from planned 
and gated communities, big box stores, and chain restaurants. Urban 
centers offer local, community-based coffee shops, bars, and businesses. 
Restaurants offer farm-to-table experiences and a place where people can 
meet their neighbors. Instead of going to the movie theatre on a Friday 
night, urbanites experience art shows and the local music scene where 
they engage in a more creative way of living.

The escape from suburbia, however, also includes an escape from 
organized religion. Today’s mega-church isn’t much different from the big 
box store experience, an experience urbanites reject. Yet, they aren’t 
rejecting religious beliefs and have in many ways adopted new religious 
practices, whether they know it or not. The gathering spaces and the 
ways they gather may look different, however, this new urban “religion” 
brings with it a deep commitment to community building, sustainability, 
and compassion for one’s neighbors - all practices and beliefs found at the 
core of Jesus’ teachings.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Includes real life examples from leaders who have figured out (at least in 

part) how to show, tell, and embody authentic Christianity today.
•	 The content is compellingly topical, with a sense of urgency.
•	 Offers stories of hope from across the church.

Dottie Escobedo-Frank is a District Superintendent in the Desert 
Southwest Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

Rob Rynders is a United Methodist Pastor in Phoenix, Arizona. 
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Raise more money for ministry and mission by better 
using electronic media.  

THE E-GIVING GUIDE FOR 
EVERY CHURCH
Using Digital Tools to Grow Ministry

RICHARD ROGERS

The purpose of this book is to help churches raise more money for 
ministry and mission by better using electronic media.  

Although philanthropy in the US is growing, churches continue to 
receive a declining portion of that philanthropy. Part of the challenge 
is that America is becoming significantly less dependent on paper 
currency (cash and checks) yet the church continues to count on 
paper currency as their primary media for donations. There have 
been warning signals for several years. Many churches face shrinking 
budgets and membership and are beginning to ask the right questions. 
The author’s goal is to capture this teachable moment with a resource 
that will encourage pastors and church leaders to utilize tools already 
available to change the trajectory of their resourcing; because nothing is 
more important than what God has called them to do.

The banking and electronic giving industries have not made it easy for 
churches to understand their services or fees. This book will take the 
confusion and fear away and open churches to new possibilities.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Churches struggle with having enough financial resources to 

accomplish what they believe God wants them to do. Here is a 
workable plan for getting started or taking additional steps.

•	 Expert counsel for an urgent need from one of the nation’s most 
trusted sources on issues of finance in the church.

•	 Covers the key topics every church must address related to digital 
finance, providing a solid, sustainable framework.

Richard Rogers is Senior Ministry Strategist with Horizons 
Stewardship. He joined Horizons in 2010 after 20 years as a leader in 
Industry and the local church, including 9 years in management with a 
Fortune 500 company. He has served as Administrator and Minister 
of Education in a growing local church, where he oversaw a $4 million 
campus relocation and two subsequent building projects as well as 
several successful capital campaigns. Under his leadership the church’s 
operating budget increased by 70%. Richard now partners with pastors 
across the country to secure resources for funding vision and growth in 
churches.

OCTOBER 18, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501822575

5.5 X 8.5
96 PAGES
$12.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN LIFE / STEWARDSHIP & GIVING

RELATED TITLES

9781630883171
 $15.99

9781630883683
 $15.99



FALL & WINTER 2016-2017

59800.251.3320         AbingdonPress.com         

THEOLOGY

Theology matters to our lives, and it matters to the life 
of the world.  

HOLDING FAITH
A Practical Introduction to Christian Doctrine

CYNTHIA L. RIGBY

Luther once wrote: “Faith takes hold of Christ and has Him present, 
enclosing Him as the ring encloses the gem.” The idea that we hold 
faith because faith holds us, and that faith holds us because faith holds 
Christ, is vital. We hold faith as we seek to know Christ better, exploring 
Christian doctrines and deepening our understanding of the impact 
and relevance to our day-to-day lives. Faith holds us as we respond 
to Christ’s calling, negotiate life’s challenges, and join in the work of 
bringing in God’s kingdom.

The book conveys the content of core Christian doctrines and then 
addresses the “so what?” of each, its take away, how it matters to our 
everyday living, and how it shapes our spiritual and ethical practices. 
Using theological literature and Scripture but also current events, 
sociology, fiction, and movies, the author shows that theology matters. 
It matters to our lives and it matters to the life of the world. How we 
understand theology and its core beliefs has an impact on who we know 
ourselves to be and how we relate to God and to one another. Holding 
Faith concretely shows how various and diverse understandings of 
particular doctrines play out in relation to the way lives are lived and 
ethical systems put forward. It holds that some approaches to Christian 
doctrine are preferable to others, making persuasive arguments 
for better approaches. Scripture is consistently used and sourced 
throughout the book as arguments are developed.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Readers will be able to integrate head, heart, and action.
•	 Readers will see how thinking about the tenets of the Christian faith 

can impact daily living.
•	 Readers will understand the basics of Christian faith and have ways to 

talk about their beliefs.

Cynthia L. Rigby is The W.C. Brown Professor of Theology at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Austin, Texas.
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The body of Christ can and does exist virtually and 
makes embodied difference in the lives of those who 
are hurting.  

THE VIRTUAL BODY OF CHRIST 
IN A SUFFERING WORLD
DEANNA A. THOMPSON

We live in a wired world where 24/7 digital connectivity is increasingly 
the norm. Christian megachurch communities often embrace this reality 
wholeheartedly while more traditional churches often seem hesitant and 
overwhelmed by the need for an interactive website, a Facebook page 
and a twitter feed. This book accepts digital connectivity as our reality, 
but presents a vision of how faith communities can utilize technology 
to better be the body of Christ to those who are hurting while also 
helping followers of Christ think critically about the limits of our digital 
attachments.    

This book begins with a conversion story of a non-cell phone owning, 
non-Facebook using religion professor judgmental of the ability of digital 
tools to enhance relationships. A stage IV cancer diagnosis later, in the 
midst of being held up by virtual communities of support, a conversion 
occurs: this religion professor benefits in embodied ways from virtual 
sources and wants to convert others to the reality that the body of 
Christ can and does exist virtually and makes embodied difference in 
the lives of those who are hurting.
    
The book neither uncritically embraces nor rejects the constant 
digital connectivity present in our lives. Rather it calls on the church 
to a) recognize ways in which digital social networks already enact 
the virtual body of Christ; b) tap into and expand how Christ is being 
experienced virtually; c) embrace thoughtfully the material effects of our 
new augmented reality, and d) influence utilization of technology that 
minimizes distraction and maximizes attentiveness toward God and the 
world God loves.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Readers will better recognize how digital or augmented reality 

permeates our lives.
•	 Readers will appreciate that the body of Christ has always been a 

virtual body and will learn to reimagine the body of Christ in virtual 
ways.

•	 Readers will see that the virtual body of Christ incarnates healing in 
the lives of the most vulnerable among us.

Deanna A. Thompson is professor of Religion at Hamline University 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. She teaches classes in African American Studies, 
Women’s Studies, and Social Justice. She is a respected scholar in the 
study of Martin Luther and feminist theology. Thompson is also an active 
member of the American Academy of Religion, where she served for 
eight years on the Board of Directors.
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How New Testament writings construct their 
presentation of God.  

GOD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
WARREN CARTER

Warren Carter addresses how New Testament writings construct their 
presentation of God using narrative and thematic approaches. Chapters 
will discuss Matthew’s Gospel, Luke-Acts, John’s Gospel (and letters), Paul, 
post-Pauline letters, Hebrews, and Revelation. In addition there will be a 
chapter on the Catholic Epistles.

The author uses four questions to show how God is presented: 
How is God presented in relation to Israel?
How is God presented in relation to Jesus and the Spirit? 
How is God presented in relation to believers/disciples/the church? 
How is God presented in relation to “the world”?

These questions are used to surface the important factors of each writing’s 
emphases.

Warren Carter is Professor of New Testament at Brite Divinity School in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 
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Learn how to interpret the General Epistles.  

THE GENERAL EPISTLES
Hebrews; James; 1, 2 Peter; 1, 2, 3 John; Jude

SHARON RINGE

Learn to interpret the General Epistles in order to unlock the meaning of 
its highly contextual content. This book will introduce and help readers 
understand the life and times of a variegated and theologically diverse 
early Church.

The catholic or “general” epistles present several challenges:
First, they claim to be addressed to Christians in general, when in 
fact they are highly contextual. Second, they seem to come from a 
generation later than that to which Paul’s letters are directed. Finally, 
they are associated with strands of the early church hinted at by the 
pseudonymous authors, but from which we have no other materials, so 
figuring out what is received tradition and what is contextual adaptation is 
difficult

Sharon Ringe is Professor of New Testament at Wesley Theological 
Seminary, Washington, D.C. and adjunct professor at Universidad Bíblica 
Latinoamericana, San Jose, Costa Rica.
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What a renewed United Methodism might look like.  

THE ONCE AND FUTURE 
WESLEYAN MOVEMENT
SCOTT J. JONES

Jones argues that several unique factors remain available to The United 
Methodist Church today from the period of rapid growth between 
1800 and 1840. Drawing on the image of Loren Mead’s Once and Future 
Church and Moises Naim’s analysis in The End of Power, Jones argues 
that a viable future for United Methodism is to recapture the dynamism 
of being a movement, with many of the characteristics of early 19th 
century Methodism coming to the fore. It will draw on three key works 
about Methodism in the first half of the 19th century: Nathan Hatch’s 
Democratization of American Christianity, John Wigger’s Taking Heaven 
by Storm, and Gregory Schneider’s The Way of the Cross Leads Home.

The book talks about how the Wesleyan form of church contains 
important resources for the future of Christianity. It focuses on the 
United States and the first half is broadly applicable to all denominations 
in the Wesleyan tradition. The last half of the book discusses obstacles 
that are currently preventing The United Methodist Church from 
achieving its potential. It closes with a hopeful vision of what a renewed 
United Methodism might look like.

KEY FEATURES
•	 A provocative analysis of what is broken and how to fix the flaws in 

United Methodist structures, seminaries, and other systems.

Scott J. Jones is the Resident Bishop of the Great Plains area of The 
United Methodist Church. He was formerly the McCreless Associate 
Professor of Evangelism at Perkins School of Theology, where he taught 
courses in evangelism and Wesley studies. Previous books include The 
Wesleyan Way, The Evangelistic Love of God & Neighbor, Staying at the 
Table, and Wesley and the Quadrilateral, all published by  
Abingdon Press.

NOVEMBER 15, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501826900

5.5 X 8.5
144 PAGES
$17.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIANITY / METHODIST

RELATED TITLES

9781501803338
 $14.99

9781426702525
 $15.99
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An introduction to and primer on African American 
preaching.  

INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN 
AMERICAN PREACHING
FRANK A. THOMAS

Introduction to African American Preaching is an important, 
groundbreaking book. This book acknowledges African American 
preaching as an academic discipline, and invites all students and 
preachers into a scholarly, dynamic, and useful exploration of the topic. 

Author Frank Thomas opens with a “bus tour” study of African 
American preaching. He shows how African American preaching has 
gradually moved from an almost exclusively oral to an oral/written 
tradition. Readers will gain insight into the history of the study of 
the African American preaching tradition, and catch the author’s 
enthusiasm for it.

Next Thomas traces the relationship between homiletics and rhetoric in 
Western preaching, demonstrating how African American preaching is 
inherently theological and rhetorical.

He then explores the question, “what is black preaching?” Thomas 
introduces the reader to methods of “close reading” and “ideological 
criticism.” And then demonstrates how to use these methods, using a 
sermon by Gardner Calvin Taylor as his example.

The next chapter considers the question, “what is excellence in black 
preaching?”

The next chapter seeks to create bridges and dialogue within the field 
of homiletics, and in particular, the Euro-American homiletic tradition. 
The goal of this chapter is to clearly demonstrate connections between 
the African American preaching tradition and the field of homiletics.

Thomas next turns to questions about the relevancy of the church to 
the Millennial generation. Specifically, how will the African American 
church remain relevant to this generation, which is so deeply concerned 
with social justice?  

KEY FEATURES
•	 Provides a foundation for study of a newly emerging area of academic 

study—African American preaching.
•	 The first complete introduction to African American preaching.
•	 The key resource establishing African American preaching as a 

recognized area of academic study.

Frank A. Thomas is the Senior Pastor of Mississippi Boulevard 
Christian Church in Memphis, TN. He is a preacher, teacher, scholar, 
lecturer, author, and coach called to preach and teach nationally and 
internationally.

NOVEMBER 15, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501818943

6 X 9
208 PAGES
$34.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN MINISTRY / PREACHING

RELATED TITLES

9781426753909
 $17.99

9780687659746
 $19.99
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If we can share our burdens, we can bear them. If we 
can bear them, we can change the circumstances that 
brought them about.  

MORAL INJURY
Restoring Wounded Souls

LARRY GRAHAM

In a world where anything goes, people have a hard time deciding what 
is right and what is wrong. Pastors have a hard time helping people 
discern right and wrong because the church’s theological language of sin 
and redemption have so little currency and even less cultural relevancy. 
How can pastors help people deal with their feelings of guilt, shame, 
and responsibility when most people don’t believe in sin and have a 
limited or “flexible” moral framework? People need help assessing moral 
alternatives, reconciling what they have done with what they think is 
right, recovering from burdens of guilt and shame, and imagining moral 
options to serve the common good. It is the call of pastors, chaplains, and 
other spiritual caregivers to help these people move from moral injury to 
pardon and, eventually, to sustained recovery and resilience—in essence 
this book will help pastors reclaim their pastoral tasks of soul care and 
moral guidance without succumbing to the temptation of moralizing.

Using vivid examples, the author will look at how various religious 
communities seek, promote, and achieve personal wholeness and realize 
the common good. This understanding will inform pastors, so that they 
can help their congregants and communities become vital agents in a sea 
of, often, conflicting moral voices. The book will provide resources for 
identifying core assets, and how to assess the various codes and moral 
claims interacting within the kaleidoscopic climate in which we live. 

Drawing upon neuroscience, narrative spirituality, and collaborative 
communal engagement, the author gives tools to aid pastors, chaplains, 
and spiritual caregivers ameliorate the distress caused by dissonance and 
resulting in moral injury. The book will also provide resources for helping 
people bear the burdens of moral responsibility and for navigating the 
sometimes unbearable consequences of particular moral actions. The 
author concludes with suggestions for helping people suffering from 
injury to their integrity from misdeeds they endure, either as a result of 
their own actions or from those actions of others, move toward sustained 
resilience and more mature moral imagination.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Gives ways to assess and help people make better choices.
•	 Provides tools for helping people share and, consequently, bear 

burdens of shame and guilt.
•	 Elevates, reclaims, and increases the relevance of the ministry of soul 

care.

Larry Graham is Professor of Pastoral Theology and Care at Iliff School 
of Theology in Denver.

NOVEMBER 15, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501800757

6 X 9
176 PAGES
$19.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN MINISTRY / COUNSELING  
& RECOVERY

RELATED TITLE

9780687465750
 $14.99
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APRIL 5, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501815140

6 X 9
208 PAGES
$24.99

APRIL 19, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501810930

5.5 X 8.5
352 PAGES
$25.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN MINISTRY / PREACHING

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN RITUALS & PRACTICE /  
WORSHIP & LITURGY

THE ABINGDON PREACHING 
ANNUAL 2017
Planning Sermons and Services for Fifty-Two Sundays

EDITED BY SCOTT HOEZEE

The Primary Theme - Fleshed out with brief, pithy nuggets of thought, idea 
jump-starters, or questions designed to spur the preacher’s imagination.

Secondary or Parallel Themes - Two or three themes or streams of thought 
that are related to, but separate from, the primary theme offered.

Worship Helps - Including Gathering Prayer, Collect, Pastoral Prayer, 
Congregational Prayer, Congregational Prayer, Responsive Reading, and a 
Closing Prayer or Benediction.

Scott Hoezee is an ordained pastor in the Christian Reformed Church in 
North America.

The Abingdon Preaching Annual 2017 is a source of inspiration 
and edification for pastors, who so rarely are on the receiving 
end of preaching.  

THE ABINGDON WORSHIP 
ANNUAL 2017
Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the Year

EDITED BY MARY J. SCIFRES AND B. J. BEU

With interactive online access, each week offers fresh worship planning 
resources for pastors and worship leaders. Using a theme idea based on the 
lectionary readings, each week’s offering of prayers and litanies follows a basic 
pattern of Christian worship: Invitation and Gathering, Proclamation and 
Response, Thanksgiving and Communion, and Sending Forth. Alternative ideas 
for Praise Sentences and Contemporary Gathering Words are offered for 
those who work in contemporary worship settings. Searchable online extras, 
along with the entire print text in PDF format for ease of navigation and use, 
are available with purchase of the resource. 

Mary J. Scifres serves as a consultant in leadership, church and culture, 
worship, and evangelism from her Laguna Beach, California home. Her 
books include Prepare!, The United Methodist Music & Worship Planner, and 
Searching for Seekers.

B.J. Beu, is senior pastor of Neighborhood Congregational Church in Laguna 
Beach, California and is a graduate of Boston University and Pacific Lutheran 
University.

The trusted planning resource for traditional and 
contemporary worship.
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APRIL 19, 2016
CALENDAR
9781501811050 

6 X 9
160 PAGES
$15.99

United Methodist Music & 
Worship Planner 2016-2017
CALENDAR | 144 PAGES | 8.5 X 11 
9781501810978 |  $23.99

United Methodist Worship 
Planning Calendar 2017
CALENDAR | 32 PAGES | 11 X 8.5 
9781501811012 | $9.99

United Methodist Calendar & Workbook 
2017 Personal Planner Edition
CALENDAR | 164 PAGES | 5.5 X 8.5
9781501811043 | $15.99

United Methodist Calendar & 
Workbook 2017
CALENDAR | 160 PAGES | 6 X 9 
9781501811036 | $15.99

A weekly worship planning book for pastors and musicians.

PREPARE! 2016-2017
An Ecumenical Music & Worship Planner

DAVID L. BONE AND MARY J. SCIFRES

An all-in-one resource that helps both the music director and pastor plan the 
worship services for each Sunday and holy day of the year, the 2016-2017 edition 
of Prepare! is lectionary-based and places at one’s fingertips a calendar format 
that helps plan the entire choir year from September through August. Includes 
reproducible worship planning forms, suggestions for prayers, solos, anthems, 
visuals, and much more. Also included is the complete lectionary text of the Old 
Testament, Psalm, Epistle, and Gospel readings from the Common English Bible.

KEY FEATURES
•	 All-in-one resource to help music director and pastor. 
•	 Everything needed at a glance for planning worship. 
•	 Planning section for each Sunday and holy day of the year. 
•	 Lectionary-based with Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle, and Gospel readings. 
•	 Keyed to 13 hymnals with at least eight hymns recommended for each service. 
•	 Reproducible worship planning forms; resources for holidays and special days; 

and suggestions for solos, anthems, and visuals.  

David L. Bone is Executive Director of The Fellowship of United Methodists in 
Music and Worship Arts. He lives in Nashville, Tennessee.

Mary J. Scifres serves as a consultant in leadership, church and culture, worship, 
and evangelism from her Laguna Beach, California home. Her books include The 
Abingdon Worship Annual, The United Methodist Music & Worship Planner, and 
Searching for Seekers.

APRIL 5, 2016
SPIRAL-BOUND
978150181099

8.5 X 11
144 PAGES
$23.99

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN RITUALS & PRACTICE /  
WORSHIP & LITURGY

CALENDAR & WORKBOOK FOR CHURCH 
LEADERS 2017
An enhanced appointment calendar for all church leaders. View appointments for 
the entire week in one spread. Convenient, stay-flat, spiral binding.

Helpful features—all the information one expects to find in an outstanding calendar:
•	 Extra space on Sunday to record special details related to worship services 

including attendance and offerings.
•	 A chart of the lectionary readings from the Revised Common Lectionary.
•	 Liturgical days and colors.
•	 National days for the United States and Canada.
•	 Dates for Orthodox Good Friday, Easter, and Pentecost, major Jewish feasts and 

festivals.
•	 Beginning and ending dates for Daylight Savings Time.

Also includes a month-at-a-glance section and pages for recording contact 
information for the current worship team, church leaders, or other groups.
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HOLLOW FAITH 
How Andy Griffith, Facebook, and the American 
Dream Diluted the Gospel

STEPHEN INGRAM

This book for youth leaders, pastors, and parents looks deep into 
the mirror of pop and church culture and asks the difficult, and often 
maddening, question, “Are those things we produce and consume 
defining us?” Author Stephen Ingram explores these themes of moralism, 
deism, meism, consumerism, pluralism, and therapeutic religion of pop 
culture, as well as current sociological and psychological data.

Hollow Faith separates the values of the gospel from the cultural norms 
that have domesticated them including:

How we believe we should act (The Andy Griffith Show)
How we want to be known (Facebook)
What we aspire to become (the American Dream)

Ingram says that once we recognize these serious shifts in our faith, we 
can begin to have discussions, develop plans, and form actions to reclaim 
the vibrant, life-giving faith of the Bible. Includes a Parents Guide in the 
back. 

Stephen Ingram is a dad, husband, and foodie. He has the joy of 
serving as the Director of Student Ministries at Canterbury United 
Methodist Church in Birmingham, AL. Stephen a BA in Religion from 

SMALL CHURCH YOUTH & 
FAMILY MINISTRY 
Practical Helps, Tools and Activities

HELENE FOUST

Small Church Youth & Family Ministry highlights the big impact small 
churches can have on the faith journey of their young people. It is 
designed to encourage and help small churches start, build and lead 
effective disciple making youth ministry. Topics include a biblical 
foundation, practical helps, tools and activities.

Helene Foust is an experienced youth worker, working with United 
Methodist-related campus ministry programs and Wesley Foundation 
ministries. She is currently responsible for resourcing and networking 
ministry with youth in congregations across the state of Indiana.

Previously, she was the Minister to Youth and Young Adults at 
Old Bethel United Methodist Church in Indianapolis. She has also 
developed youth ministry programs at Milltown United Methodist 
Church, and has had extensive experience as the Director of Christian 
Education in Terryville, Connecticut.

AVAILABLE NOW
PAPERBACK
9781501810053

5.5 X 8.5
128 PAGES
$15.99 

AUGUST 16, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501825811

5.5 X 8.5
160 PAGES
$16.99 
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TEACHING OUTSIDE THE BOX 
Five Approaches to Opening the Bible With Youth

ANDREW ZIRSCHKY

Rather than tweaking the ways youth ministers communicate the 
gospel, Teaching Outside the Box, explores five distinct approaches to 
forming youth in the faith—approaches that open youth to experiencing 
the implications of the gospel in new ways. We’ll start by providing 
a new take on the instructional approach, and then introduce four 
additional approaches that are likely new to readers: community of faith, 
interpretive, liberation, and contemplative.

Andrew Zirschky (Ph.D. Princeton Theological Seminary) is Assistant 
Professor of Practical Theology and Youth Ministry at Memphis 
Theological Seminary and serves as academic director at the Center 
for Youth Ministry Training in Brentwood, Tennessee. He has 20 years 
of youth ministry experience at churches in Idaho, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Tennessee.

BEYOND THE SCREEN 
Youth Ministry for the Connected But Alone 
Generation

ANDREW ZIRSCHKY

It’s no secret that teenagers are perpetually connected via social media 
and mobile devices, but while we’ve analyzed as a culture how youth are 
connecting we’ve done less well at understanding why teenagers are 
drawn to the glow of the screen. Beyond the Screen explores the reality 
that teenagers use these technologies in desperate bid for an intimacy 
and depth of relationship largely absent from face-to-face society and 
the church.

Employing the latest ethnographic research on youth and digital 
media in tandem with theological reflection and interviews with teens 
themselves, author Andrew Zirschky provides a deeper glimpse into the 
world of teens and social media and gives new direction and directives 
for ministering to young people.

Andrew Zirschky (Ph.D. Princeton Theological Seminary) is Assistant 
Professor of Practical Theology and Youth Ministry at Memphis 
Theological Seminary and serves as academic director at the Center 
for Youth Ministry Training in Brentwood, Tennessee. He has 20 years 
of youth ministry experience at churches in Idaho, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Tennessee.

AUGUST 16, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501823893

5.5 X 8.5
176 PAGES
$16.99 

AVAILABLE NOW
PAPERBACK
9781501810077

5.5 X 8.5
160 PAGES
$16.99 
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An inspiring way to learn the Bible! 

MY TESTAMENT STUDENT 
JOURNAL VOLUME ONE
A Picture and Word Journal About Me and God

MARK BURROWS 

My Testament connects Old and New Testament stories. Useful in 
multiple settings from Sunday School to weeknight study, My Testament 
includes creative journaling and holy conversations for children in 
grades three to five.

The series will help children connect themes from both the Old and 
New Testaments. Each volume has 26 sessions and includes:

•	 A learning objective
•	 A New Testament story
•	 An Old Testament story
•	 Creative journaling prompts and wonder questions

Each My Testament session has an Old Testament story and a New 
Testament story that are woven together around a main theme. 
Throughout each session the children are given opportunities to 
respond to scripture. There are opportunities to creatively write, 
illustrate, pray, and to ask difficult questions as children enter into a 
deepening understanding of scripture. My Testament is more than just 
“journaling.” Each child will create a one-of-a-kind journal of what they 
believe to be true about their relationship with God.

The ideal length for each session of My Testament is 45 minutes. Within 
this time, opportunities are provided for holy conversations in the 
form of wonder questions. As the participants create their testaments, 
responding to scripture, they will be encouraged to discuss their 
responses with those around them.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Promotes creative journaling.
•	 Connects Old Testament and New Testament themes and stories.
•	 For children in Grades 3-5.

Mark Burrows tours the nation performing concerts for children and 
families. His four children’s albums have won a total of nine national 
awards. His songs, including the highly-requested Bruce Weiner, “Zoo 
Dentist”, can be heard on Sirius XM Radio. One song, “Amazon Rock”, 
was recorded by Nick Records for a Dora the Explorer album. His first 
children’s picture book, Little Things Aren’t Little...When You’re Little, is 
published by Pelican Publishing.

He received his undergraduate degree in music education from Southern 
Methodist University, and his graduate degree in conducting from Texas 
Christian University. Mark is currently the Director of Children’s Ministries 
at First United Methodist Church – Fort Worth, Texas. Mark lives in Fort 
Worth with his wife, Nina, and their two daughters, Emma and Grace.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501824166

8.5 X 11
64 PAGES
$9.99 

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN EDUCATION / CHILDREN 
& YOUTH

LEADER GUIDE
9781501824159

$24.99

ALSO AVAILABLE
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A year full of intergenerational celebrations for the 
whole church!

DEEP BLUE YEAR OF 
FESTIVALS
Intergenerational Celebrations

LEIGH MEEKINS

Join the Deep Blue Crew as they take you through a year’s worth of 
festival plans for intergenerational celebrations and activities which 
will focus on fall, Halloween alternative, Advent, New Years/Epiphany, 
Lent, Pentecost, summer family fun, and a costume party. Each plan will 
provide an outline for the festival celebration and scripture focus. Each 
festival will include reproducible pages.

Dr. Leigh Meekins earned a Ph.D. in Education from Capella University 
with a focus on Multiple Intelligences and is ordained in The United 
Methodist Church.  Leigh has served in local congregations of all sizes 
as well as on the conference staff  for children’s ministries.  With over 
20 years experience, she understands the needs of children to explore 
God’s Word and to begin to live a faith-filled life for themselves.

Young children can dive deep into God’s story!

DEEP BLUE BIBLE 
STORYBOOK
Introduce young children to the Bible with the new Deep Blue Bible 
Storybook for children ages 3-6. The Bible Storybook contains 146 
stories written in language young readers can understand. Plus, the 
Bible Storybook is organized in a way that helps children begin to 
learn the books of the Bible and practice beginning Bible skills. The 
illustrations match the Deep Blue curriculum and are sure to delight 
young children. Also includes fun “piggyback” songs and prayers.

JUNE 21, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501820335

8.25 X 10.875
48 PAGES
$12.99 

JUNE 21, 2016
HARDBACK
9781501815010

6 X 9
528 PAGES
$21.99 
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A year’s worth of devotional activities for your  
whole family!

DEEP BLUE FAMILY 
DEVOTIONAL: FALL 
2016-SUMMER 2017
A Year of Daily Devotionals

Deepen your faith together through weekly devotional activities that 
allow your family to experience the Bible through story, movement, 
creativity, wonder, exploration, and service.

The Deep Blue Family Devotional will deepen your faith together 
through weekly devotional activities that allow your family to 
experience the Bible through story, movement, creativity, wonder, 
exploration, and service. Each week, your family will hear a bible story 
and have opportunities to explore it deeper together. If your children 
attend a Deep Blue Sunday school, your family will get to experience 
the same stories at home as they did in class.

Bible dramas that teach the Bible and require 
no rehearsals!

INSTANT BIBLE DRAMAS
Easy Skits for Elementary Kids

NICK RANSOM

This resource is designed to be used by children’s ministry leaders in 
introducing scripture stories to elementary children. Each drama is 
designed to allow children the opportunity to participate in the telling 
of the story with no rehearsal or planning. The narrator expresses 
the story and the children provide the action. With fifty-six dramas 
the major Bible stories are told in a way that will have the elementary 
children engaged immediately.

Nick Ransom serves as the director of Children’s Ministry at Church 
Of The Resurrection in Kansas City focusing mostly with the elementary 
age kids and coordinating the Large Group Time on Sundays (Bible 
Theatre), Wednesday night ZONE programs, and Summer Sport Camps. 
Nick has been on staff for 10 years and loves getting to teach and 
experience Jesus in creative ways with the kids. In his free time, Nick 
loves hanging out with his wife Helen and four awesome kids Jackson, 
Tyler, Chase, and Lily.

JUNE 21, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501817366

8.25 X 10.875
56 PAGES
$16.99 

JUNE 21, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501821103

8.25 X 10.875
120 PAGES
$19.99 
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An easy way to teach ages 3–12 in one room!

DEEP BLUE ONE ROOM  
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Where Kids Dive Deep into the Bible

Based on the award-winning Deep Blue Kids Bible, this 
awe-inspiring resource incorporates adventure, exciting 
stories, science experiments, arts and crafts, animated 
video storytelling, and active games into a living-faith 
experience that will help children discover what it means 
to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today!  

Deep Blue One Room Sunday School is ideal for churches 
where children of various ages learn together as a group. 
Everything needed for Sunday school is included in one 
convenient kit for children ages 3–12. These sessions can 
also be used in a second Sunday school hour, Wednesday 
night, or an after-school program. Provides a 3-year Bible 
overview.

The Kit contains a Leader’s Guide, Reproducible Kids’ 
Book, Resource Pak, CD-ROM, and the Deep Blue Kids 
Tote. 

KEY FEATURES
•	 The Leader’s Guide offers 13 easy-to-use session plans 

that can be adapted to fit the number and age level 
of the children who attend the program; may also be 
purchased separately.

•	 The Reproducible Kids’ Book includes dramas, puzzles, 
games, and other activities designed for non-reading 
children to those who are skilled readers. 

•	 The Resource Pak contains colorful posters, game cards 
and board games, maps, and other interactive tools.

•	 The CD-ROM features all-new music that matches the 
Bible stories and themes, PowerPoint® presentations of 
the words to the songs, lyric sheets, and printed music 
for choir directors. 

SEASON |
Fall 2016 | 

Winter 2016-17 | 
Spring 2017 | 

Summer 2017 |   

AVAILABLE
June 2016
September 2016
December 2016
March 2017

Deep Blue One Room Sunday School Kit | $74.99
FALL 2016 | 9781501816864 
WINTER 2016-17 | 9781501816871
SPRING 2017 | 9781501816888
SUMMER 2017 | 9781501816895

Deep Blue One Room Sunday School 
Leader Guide | $15.99
FALL 2016 | 9781501816901
WINTER 2016-17 | 9781501816925
SPRING 2017 | 9781501816949
SUMMER 2017 | 9781501816963 
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Children ages 7 & up will develop lifelong faith 
as they experience the Bible story through all 
their senses!

DEEP BLUE LARGE 
GROUP/SMALL GROUP
Where Kids Dive Deep into the Bible

Children gather in large groups for the Bible story, music, 
and movement, then break into age-level small groups to dig 
deeper and apply the story to their daily lives. This resource 
is perfect for Sunday school, children’s church, and mid-week 
sessions.

The Deep Blue Large Group/Small Group Kit includes a 
Leader Guide, CD-ROM, and the Deep Blue Adventure DVD.

KEY FEATURES
•	 The Leader Guide offers 13 easy-to-use session plans 

and reproducible activities that can be adapted to fit 
the number and age level of the children who attend the 
program.

•	 The CD-ROM features all-new music that matches the 
Bible stories and themes, PowerPoint® presentations of the 
words to the songs, lyric sheets, and printed music for choir 
directors. It also includes unit Bible verse posters, graphics 
to enhance the Bible story, and sign language pictures.

Deep Blue Large Group/Small Group Kit | $99.99
FALL 2016 | 9781501814921 
WINTER 2016-17 | 9781501814938
SPRING 2017 | 9781501814945
SUMMER 2017 | 9781501814952

SEASON |
Fall 2016 | 

Winter 2016-17 | 
Spring 2017 | 

Summer 2017 |   

AVAILABLE
June 2016
September 2016
December 2016
March 2017
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Engage busy toddlers with stories of faith!

DEEP BLUE TODDLERS & TWOS
Where Kids Dive Deep into the Bible

Introduce the Bible and some of its most significant stories to toddlers and two year olds. Help 
them become familiar with God and Jesus and know that they are loved.

The Class Stuff is a comprehensive component necessary for teaching all the various learning 
styles in children. It includes an interactive poster, Bible storytelling figures, Bible verse posters, 
Bible songs, puzzles, games, matching cards, a quarterly attendance chart, and other visual and 
kinesthetic activities.

The Leader’s Guide helps children learn the Bible through movement, songs, and art activities. 
Monthly Bible stories and verses are shared using a learning-center approach with colorful 
visuals.

The Bible Story Picture Cards are colorful cards for children to take home each week. They 
contain a monthly Bible story that parents or guardians can re-tell and reinforce at home. They 
also feature activities to help children learn the monthly Bible stories using their different senses 
and learning styles.

Deep Blue Toddlers & Twos  
Class Stuff | $22.99
FALL 2016 | 9781630886707 
WINTER 2016-17 | 9781630886783
SPRING 2017 | 9781630886981
SUMMER 2017 | 9781630887100

Deep Blue Toddlers & Twos 
Leader’s Guide | $8.59
FALL 2016 | 9781630886684 
WINTER 2016-17 | 9781630886769
SPRING 2017 | 9781630886967
SUMMER 2017 | 9781630887087

Deep Blue Toddlers & Twos Bible Story 
Picture Cards | $5.99
FALL 2016 | 9781630886691 
WINTER 2016-17 | 9781630886776
SPRING 2017 | 9781630886974
SUMMER 2017 | 9781630887094

SEASON |
Fall 2016 | 

Winter 2016-17 | 
Spring 2017 | 

Summer 2017 |   

AVAILABLE
June 2016
September 2016
December 2016
March 2017
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This fully animated DVD adds a splash of fun to 
Deep Blue sessions!

DEEP BLUE ADVENTURE 
DVD
Where Kids Dive Deep into the Bible

Today’s media-savvy kids will be hooked by these engaging, 
animated videos! Featuring Deep Blue characters Asia, Edgar, 
and Kat, each video segment tells a story through the kids’ point 
of view. There are also music videos and Bible story quizzes for 
even more fun! For ages 3-10. Also features the newest member 
of the Deep Blue Crew, Caleb!

The Deep Blue Adventure DVD tells 13 Bible stories in a unique 
and entertaining way. Each volume also includes three music-
and-movement videos plus the theme song, as well as monthly 
Bible verses with sign-language demonstrations.

KEY FEATURES

•	 Thirteen 3-minute videos that tell the Bible story in 
3D/2D animation.

•	 Monthly Bible verse videos that help children learn 
key Bible verses.

•	 A Bible trivia to review each month’s Bible stories 
with the children.

•	 Four music videos with brand new music.

Deep Blue DVD | $39.99
FALL 2016 | 9781501816987
WINTER 2016-17 | 9781501816994
SPRING 2017 | 9781501817007
SUMMER 2017 | 9781501817014

SEASON |
Fall 2016 | 

Winter 2016-17 | 
Spring 2017 | 

Summer 2017 |   

AVAILABLE
June 2016
September 2016
December 2016
March 2017

9781501817045 | $13.49

Available June 21, 2016

 9781630887162 | $8.99

A nursery resource that nurtures little ones in 
the Christian faith!

DEEP BLUE 
BABIES & WODDLERS
Deep Blue Babies & Woddlers provides a ministry program 
for children to learn, live, and grow in the Christian faith from 
the moment of birth. 

The Annual Ministry Guide will guide leaders and parents as 
they nurture babies and woddlers in the beginning of their 
Christian faith. 

Also available is an age-appropriate CD featuring music that 
Babies & Woddlers and Toddlers & Twos will love!
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Faith-based activities for children to do during worship 
service or any setting.

DEEP BLUE CHILDREN’S 
BULLETIN BOOK 2016-2017
A year of fun and engaging activities

The Deep Blue Children’s Bulletin Book 2016-2017 is designed for use with 
children ages 4-7 and includes 52 weeks of puzzles, mazes, and coloring 
activities that keep children engaged while helping grow their faith. With 
the help of Asia, Edgar, Kat, Caleb, Indigo and Speedy your children will 
learn more about the Bible while their love of God grows.

For each week from September 2016 through August 2017, the book 
presents a double-sided activity sheet. Children can use the activity sheet 
in Sunday school or Bible study class, during worship, as part of children’s 
church, or in other settings. Each week’s activity follows the scope and 
sequence of the Deep Blue Sunday School curriculum along with its key 
Bible verse, but may also be used independently.

All pages are reproducible. Simply photocopy as many as you need, one 
for each child.

An interactive and reflective log/journal/sketchbook that 
allows students to write, draw, sketch, and reflect.

SUBMERGE DIVER’S LOG  
2016-2017
A Sketch & Jot Journal

The Submerge Diver’s Log 2016-2017 is an interactive and reflective log/
journal/sketchbook that allows students to write, draw, sketch, and reflect 
while engaging in faith formation. It is designed for weekly use (weekly 
prompts, weekly Bible topics, etc.) and can be used in a classroom setting, 
as well as at home or school. It is geared towards ages 11 and up.

JUNE 21, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501816666

8.5 X 11
144 PAGES
$19.99

JUNE 21, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501817021 

6 X 9
112 PAGES
$13.49

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN EDUCATION /  
CHILDREN & YOUTH

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN EDUCATION /  
CHILDREN & YOUTH
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WORD & LIFE SERIES 

DAL JOON WON

The Word & Life series guides Korean readers to study the Bible more deeply 
and promotes better meditation on how the Bible’s teachings can apply to our 
everyday life. Personal meditation and quiet time will be enhanced, and it will 
help readers change their lives by listening more closely and understanding 
God’s Word. With study guides included, this series is designed for both 
individuals and small group study.

RELIGION / CHRISTIAN EDUCATION / ADULT

ALL VOLUMES, $9.99
5.5 X 8.5 | 120 PAGES | PAPERBACK

PSALMS 
9781501815621 | DECEMBER 20, 2016

MASSACRE AT SAND CREEK
How Methodists Were Involved in an American Tragedy

GARY L. ROBERTS

At dawn on the morning of November 29, 1864, Colonel John Milton Chivington 
gave the command that led to slaughter of 230 peaceful Cheyennes and 
Arapahos—primarily women, children, and elderly—camped under the 
protection of the U. S. government along Sand Creek in Colorado Territory and 
flying both an American flag and a white flag. 

How did this happen? What led to it? And what is the connection to 
Methodism? The story reads as if it were a current event. It is time for it to be 
told.

Gary L. Roberts, Emeritus Professor of History, Abraham Baldwin College, 
Tifton, Georgia, respected historian of the American West and the Sand Creek 
massacre in particular, has published on a variety of topics related to frontier 
violence.

CINCO MARCAS DE UN 
METODISTA
El fruto de una fe viva

STEVE HARPER

Now available in Spanish! 
Five marks confirm our identity as genuine and fruitful followers of Christ:

1. A Methodist Loves God   4. A Methodist Prays Constantly
2. A Methodist Rejoices in God  5. A Methodist Loves Others
3. A Methodist Gives Thanks 

MAY 3, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501819766

6 X 9
302 PAGES
$19.99 

RELIGION / CHRISTIANITY / HISTORY

MAY 17, 2016
PAPERBACK
9781501824739

5 X 7
80 PAGES
$7.99 

RELIGION / CHRISTIANITY / METHODIST

Also Available:

HOSEA-OBADIAH 
9781501815607 | SEPTEMBER 20, 2016

JONAH-MALACHI 
9781501815614 | SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
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THANKSGIVING 2016 | PSALM 138:1
9781501823558 | REGULAR
9781501823565 | LARGE   
9781501823596 | LETTERHEAD
9781501823602 | OFFERING ENVELOPE 

HANGING OF THE GREENS
9781501823619

CANDLELIGHTING
JOHN 1:10

9781501823626

EPIPHANY
MATTHEW 2:11

9781501823855

ADVENT SUNDAY 1 
PSALM 27:14
9781501823770 | REGULAR
9781501823787 | LARGE

ADVENT SUNDAY 3
1 SAMUEL 2:1
9781501823817 | REGULAR 
9781501823824 | LARGE

ADVENT SUNDAY 2 
MALACHI 3:1
9781501823794 | REGULAR
 9781501823800 | LARGE

ADVENT SUNDAY 4 
ISAIAH 52:7
9781501823831 | REGULAR  
9781501823848 | LARGE

FALL BULLETIN 2016
PSALM 16: 11
9781501823862

WINTER BULLETIN 2016
JOB 37:10
9781501823879

NEW NEW 

NEW NEW 

NEW NEW NEW NEW 

NEW 

NEW 
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POINSETTIA 2016 BULLETIN
LUKE 2:14
9781501823756 | REGULAR
9781501823763 | LARGE
9781501823657 | LETTERHEAD
9781501823664 | OFFERING ENVELOPE

REGULAR SIZE & LETTERHEAD | 8.5 X 11 | 500 PER BOX
PACK OF 50 FOR $4.99

LARGE SIZE | 8.5 X 14 | 500 PER BOX
PACK OF 50 FOR $5.59

OFFERING ENVELOPES | 3.13  X 6.25 | 500 PER BOX
PACK OF 50 FOR $4.99

MUSIC 2016 BULLETIN
9781501823633 | REGULAR
9781501823640 | LARGE
9781501823657 | LETTERHEAD
9781501823664 | OFFERING ENVELOPE

NATIVITY 2016 BULLETIN
MATTHEW 1:21
9781501823671 | REGULAR
9781501823688 | LARGE
9781501823695 | LETTERHEAD
9781501823701 | OFFERING ENVELOPE

NATIVITY 2016 BULLETIN [AFRICAN AMERICAN] 
ISAIAH 7:14
9781501823718 | REGULAR
9781501823725 | LARGE
9781501823732 | LETTERHEAD
9781501823749 | OFFERING ENVELOPE

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

#10 WINDOW ENVELOPE 
(PACK OF 50)
9780687094455 | $5.99
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EAST OR WEST
9781501802409

BE STILL, MY SOUL
9781426755408

IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL
9781426726002

ABIDE WITH ME
9781426716997

ROCK OF AGES
9781426773068

HERE I AM, LORD
9781426777356

HOW GREAT THOU ART
9781426717017

JUST A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE
9781426776816

AMAZING GRACE 
9781426717000 

REGULAR SIZE | 8.5 X 11
500 PER BOX

PACK OF 50 FOR $4.99

O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING
9781426777233



FALL & WINTER 2016-2017

83800.251.3320         AbingdonPress.com         

SCRIPTURE BULLETINS

FOOTPRINTS 
9781426736148

THOSE WHO HOPE 
9781426777257 

WINTER PATH
9781426746314

LEAVES
9781426773099

GOD WORKS ALL THINGS
9781501802386

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
9781501802393

REGULAR SIZE | 8.5 X 11
500 PER BOX

PACK OF 50 FOR $4.99

LIGHTHOUSE 
9781426776878

STONE PATH
9781426777363

COTTAGES
9781426777370

AURORA BOREALIS
9781426776861
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COMMUNION
LUKE 22:19 

9781426776847 

FUNERAL
IN MY FATHER’S 

HOUSE JOHN 14:2 
9781501802379

FUNERAL
CALLA LILIES
9781426736094

WEDDING
1 CORINTHIANS 13:13

9781426776854

COMMUNION 
1 CORINTHIANS 11:25

9781426773051

FUNERAL 
I AM THE RESURRECTION 

JOHN 11:25 
9781426777264

FUNERAL
PURPLE VIOLETS

9781426736100

WEDDING  
1 CORINTHIANS 13:4, 7, 8

9781426736186

COMMUNION 
1 CORINTHIANS 11:24

9781426755392

FUNERAL
NEVER LEAVE YOU 

HEBREWS 13:5
9781426773013

FUNERAL
RESURRECTION  

9781426711183

WEDDING
LOVE NEVER ENDS

9781426736117

WEDDING
1 JOHN 4:16

9781501802768

COMMUNION 
I CORINTHIANS 11:26

9781426736131

COMMUNION 
MATTHEW 26:27

9781501802775

FUNERAL
MOUNTAIN RANGE 

ROMANS 8:38
9781426755361

FUNERAL
BUTTERFLY 
JOHN 3:16

9781426736179

FUNERAL 
LIGHTHOUSE
9781426736087

FUNERAL
DO NOT FEAR

ISAIAH 43:5
9781426711251

REGULAR SIZE
8.5 X 11

500 PER BOX
PACK OF 50 
FOR $4.99

NEW 

NEW 
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TURN TO THE BIBLE WHEN
9781426783418

FISHING BOOKS OF 
THE BIBLE

9781630886332

BOOKMARKS  AND MORE 

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 
9781426783388

TEAM UP WITH US
PSALM 86:11

9781426793387

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
PHILIPPIANS 4:4 
9781426793370

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
PSALM 81:1-2

9781426793998

BOOKMARKS POSTCARDS

BOOKPLATES

2 X 6
25 PER PACKAGE 

$4.20

GET WELL
MATTHEW 25:36
9781630886325

WE MISS YOU
ROMANS 8:38
9781630886318

LEAP INTO SUNDAY SCHOOL
PSALM 34:11 

9781426755484

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROG
PSALM 150:6 

9781426755507

WE MISS YOU!
ROMANS 12:5

9781426783357

THANK YOU FOR 
WORSHIPING WITH US

9781426774096

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
PSALM 81:1-2 

9781426735905

WE MISS YOU 
9781426774119

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
GALATIANS 1:15
9781426711145

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
GALATIANS 1:15
9781426711138

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
PSALM 118:24

9780687654918

WE MISS YOU 
1 PETER 4:8

9781426711169

THIS BIBLE PRESENTED 
BOOKPLATES | CEB
PACKAGE OF 48
9781609260262 | $9.99

PRESENTED IN MEMORY 
BOOKPLATES

PACKAGE OF 48
9781426715204 | $9.99

PRESENTED IN HONOR 
BOOKPLATES

PACKAGE OF 48
9781426715228 | $9.99

3.56 X 5.38 | 500 PER BOX | PACK OF 25 FOR $4.00
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MEMBERSHIP 
CERTIFICATE

9781426755644

GRADUATION 
CERTIFICATE

9781426755651

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE, 
GOLD

9781426758270

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE, 
SILVER

9781426755668 

MEMORIAL GIVING 
CERTIFICATE

9781426755675

CHILD BAPTISM 
CERTIFICATE, SILVER

9781426755583

CHILD BAPTISM 
CERTIFICATE, GOLD

9781426755682

ADULT/YOUTH BAPTISM 
CERTIFICATE

9781426755590

LEADERSHIP 
CERTIFICATE

9781426755620

SERVICE CERTIFICATE
9781426755613

$3.99 EACH | FOIL STAMPED COVER WITH FULL-COLOR INTERIOR AND ENVELOPE
PRINTED 10 X 14 | FRENCH-FOLDED TO 5 X 7 | RE-SEALABLE CELLOPHANE PACKAGING

BAPTISM AND CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE

9781426791703

CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE

9781426710599

CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE 

9781426791734

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
9781426791727

CHILD BAPTISM 
CERTIFICATE 

9781426710278

CHILD BAPTISM CERTIFICATE
9781426791680

ADULT BAPTISM 
CERTIFICATE

9781426791697

ADULT BAPTISM 
CERTIFICATE

9781426710575

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
9781426710612

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 
BOOKLET WITH SERVICE

9780687053780 | $9.99

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 
BOOKLET WITH SERVICE

9780687048465 | $9.99

BABY 
DEDICATION CERTIFICATE

9781426710605

CONFIRMATION 
CERTIFICATE

 9781426710582

 PACKAGE OF 3 FOR $9.99  
TIMELESS BEAUTY AND QUALITY.  

5” X 7” FRENCH FOLD  
WITH ENVELOPE
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ATTENDANCE

ATTENDANCE PAD HOLDER 
WITH CLEAR POCKET, BLACK (PACK OF 6)

9781426791826 | $29.99

ATTENDANCE PAD HOLDER (PACK OF 6) 

BLACK WITH SILKSCREEN COVER 
9781426791833 | $29.99

DARK RED WITH SILKSCREEN COVER
9781426791840 | $29.99

ATTENDANCE PAD HOLDER 
WITH RED CLOTH (PACK OF 3)

9781426791796 | $39.99

ATTENDANCE REGISTRATION PAD HOLDER (PACK OF 6)

BLACK
9781426791741 | $23.99

NAVY BLUE 
9781426791765 | $23.99

DARK RED
9781426791758 | $23.99

RED
9781426791772 | $23.99

ATTENDANCE PAD HOLDER, LARGE (PACK OF 3)
9781426791802 | $26.99

TEAL
9781426791789 | $23.99

ATTENDANCE REGISTRATION PAD, LARGE (PACK OF 6)
9781426791819 | $23.99

ATTENDANCE REGISTRATION PAD 
(PACK OF 12)

9781426790409 | $15.99
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IDEAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SECRETARY’S RECORD BOOK

9781426774157 | $7.99

Features an arrangement of 
weekly, quarterly, and annual 
report pages and space for 
recording by age group.

THE COMPLETE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL RECORD BOOK

9781426774140 | $14.99

This book includes space for 13 
classes of 29 students each, with 
weekly summaries, and tracks 
information for one year. 

IDEAL CLASS BOOK 
(25 NAMES)

9781426774188 | $1.79

IDEAL CLASS BOOK  
(75 NAMES)

9781426774195 | $1.99

Enables one to record 
attendance for a full year.

THE TEACHER’S ROLL BOOK
9780687410293 | $3.99

Contains space for the 
names of 140 Sunday school 
students, with a weekly 
summary section.

PASTORAL RECORD
9780687301416 | $44.99

Records 40 years of 
pastorates, baptisms, 
members received, marriages, 
funerals, sermons delivered, 
funds raised, and more. Acid-
free paper; gift boxed.
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FLOWER CHART
9780687043460 | 15 X 31 | $5.25

This attractive full-color flower chart is for recording the 
names of persons presenting altar flowers. Each month 
includes seven ruled lines for easy writing, with name of 
each month superimposed over beautiful flower designs, 
and words “Date” and “Presented By” under name of 
month. Mylar reinforced and shipped in a mailing tube to 
prevent creases.

TRADITIONAL FLOWER CHART
9780687062218 | 15 X 31 | $5.25 

This attractive chart is used for recording the names of 
persons presenting altar flowers. Each month includes 
six ruled lines for easy writing, with beautiful full-color 
flower designs over the name of each month, and words 
“Date” and “Presented By” under name of month. Mylar 
reinforced and shipped in a mailing tube to prevent 
creases.

ACOLYTE PIN
9780687007042 | $7.99

The acolyte pin is worn by a person 
who performs ceremonial duties 
such as lighting altar candles. The 
pin is gold-plated with satin finish, 
with an etched lighted candle. It 
has a safety catch, and is .38 x .63.

THE ACOLYTE’S BOOK
A Basic Guide for the Church 
Acolyte Complete with Certificate
Hoyt L. Hickman

Clearly defines duties, procedures, 
equipment and key words. Includes 
line drawings of vestments and a 
non-denominational certificate.

9780687038220 | $4.99
PAPERBACK | 5.5 X 8.5

THE USHER’S BOOK
Creating a Welcoming and Safe 
Environment for Worship
John P. Gilbert

A concise guide to the 
responsibilities of the church 
usher, intended for use by church 
staff or volunteers to train new 
ushers and to help experienced 
ushers learn new ways to create a 
welcoming and safe environment 
for the congregation and visitors.

9780687038626 | $5.99
PAPERBACK | 5.5 X 8.5
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ABINGDON BIBLE LAND MAPS
9780687043569 | ANCIENT NEAR EAST BEFORE THE EXODUS
9780687043668 | THE EXODUS
9780687043767 | ISRAEL’S SETTLEMENT IN CANAAN
9780687043071 | JERUSALEM: OLD TESTAMENT/NEW TESTAMENT COMPARISON
9780687044566 | PALESTINE IN THE TIME OF JESUS
9780687044269 | THE PROPHETS AND THE EXILE
9780687044665 | THE ROMAN WORLD AND PAUL’S JOURNEYS
9780687042975 | THE UNITED MONARCHY

ABINGDON BIBLE LAND MAPS WITH CHARTHEAD & TRIPOD
9780687043378 | $249.99 | (SET OF 8)

ABINGDON BIBLE LAND MAPS WITH CHARTHEAD
9780687043279 | $199.99 | (SET OF 8)

26 X 40
FULL COLOR

WATER-, TEAR-, AND STAIN-RESISTANT
SITE GRID ON BACK OF EACH MAP

$34.99 EACH
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FROM CLASSISM TO COMMUNITY: 
A Challenge for the Church

JINI KILGORE COCKROFT
FOREWORD BY J. ALFRED SMITH SR.

Today the poor, homeless, criminalized, addicted, and mentally ill are 
largely unchurched and generally isolated from the church-going Christian 
mainstream in the United States. Why does the church consciously or 
unconsciously exclude persons who are deemed lower class? And how 
can Christians break down the barriers of class in their local congregation 
to form true community? 

In this new book, Rev. Dr. Jini Kilgore Cockroft examines classism within 
the church and urges local congregations to prayerfully exercise their 
power to restore, empower, and include the poor and forgotten.  

The author provides a model for service, inclusion, and developing 
community by highlighting HighWay Ministries, a Christian mission in 
Los Angeles, California. Each chapter contains a brief interview with a 
participant in the ministry that serves as a mini–case study to understand 
situational backgrounds and needs, and the impact that HighWay 
Ministries had on the participant’s sense of acceptance and belonging.    

KEY FEATURES:
•	 Examines how U.S. attitudes regarding social class distinctions are 

present in Christian churches, resulting in today’s underclass.
•	 Provides an overview of the historical development of class-stratified 

churches, especially among African Americans.
•	 Features interviews that highlight ministry techniques that resulted in 

positive outcomes.

JINI KILGORE COCKROFT, MDiv, DMin, is an ordained minister in 
the American Baptist Churches USA (ABCUSA). In 2008, she and her 
husband cofounded HighWay Ministries, an urban mission in South 
Los Angeles that offers spiritual and practical nurture to people with 
low incomes. Jini has contributed to several Judson Press books 
including:  Sister to Sister: Devotions for and from African American 
Women, Volumes 1–2, A Servant’s Journey: The Life and Work of Thomas 
Kilgore, Those Preaching Women, Volume 2, and No Other Help I Know: 
Sermons on Prayer and Spirituality. As a teacher, preacher, writer, editor, 
administrator, and missionary, Dr. Cockroft has dedicated her life to 
justice and inclusion.

October 2016 | $16.99
Paperback | 160 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

9780817017736
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September 2016 | $16.99
Paperback | 160 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

9780817017644

WELCOMING COMMUNITY
Diversity That Works

DOUGLAS AVILESBERNAL
J. DWIGHT STINNETT, SERIES EDITOR

New in the “Living Church” series, this volume by pastor and popular 
speaker Douglas Avilesbernal acknowledges the dramatic changes in 
culture and congregational life in the twenty-first century, particularly as 
they relate to church growth in an increasingly multicultural world where 
communities are often in transition. 

Using the biblical story of Jesus’ journey through Samaria, which led 
to a transformational encounter between Jesus, a Jewish rabbi, and an 
unnamed Samaritan woman, the author offers a model for learning to 
engage the community in which a congregation finds itself by becoming 
a welcoming community of faith in itself. A creative and constructive 
approach to a timely and relevant topic—fostering true congregational 
diversity in a way that honors all people and celebrates the unique gifts 
each brings to life and ministry together.

KEY FEATURES:
• Compassionately explores the changes congregations face in building 

stronger ties with the community.
• Examines the entire process of building a welcoming community—from 

cultivating congregational self-awareness and identity, to extending 
invitation and acceptance of one’s neighbors, to ultimately thriving 
together as one community.

•  An essential book on leading managing and managing congregational 
change in a multicultural society.

DOUGLAS AVILESBERNAL, MDiv, has been called by God to be a 
bridge between two different worlds with many different cultures and two 
different languages. He is son of a missionary pastor, having been born in 
Guatemala, Central America, and his faith spans three decades, several 
continents, and many nations. Previously staff at an American Baptist 
camp in New Jersey and leader with the American Baptist Home Mission 
Societies’ Xtreme Team, Pastor Doug now serves as Senior Pastor at 
Calvary Baptist Church of Norristown, Pennsylvania, and as Treasurer of 
the American Baptist Churches Hispanic Caucus.

OTHER “LIVING CHURCH” TITLES

Vital Spirit, Vital Service
Spirituality That Works
Trinette V. McCray
9780817017545 | Paper
$16.99

Caring Pastors,  
Caring People
Marvin A. McMickle
9780817017002 | Paper
$15.99

Learning Mission, 
Living Mission
Glynis LaBarre
9780817017255 | Paper 
$15.99

Empowering Laity, Engaging 
Leaders
Susan E. Gillies and M. Ingrid Dvirnak
9780817017101 | Paper
$15.99

Making Friends, Making 
Disciples
Lee B. Spitzer
9780817016456 | Paper
$16.00
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November 2016 | $17.99
Paperback | 224 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

9780817017743

JESUS STORIES
Traveling Toward Testimony

H. STEPHEN SHOEMAKER

Join pastor, scholar, and author Steve Shoemaker on a quest in search for the Jesus 
who is searching for us. Readers are reintroduced to the “historical Jesus,” the man 
who lived in first-century CE Galilee, as well as encountering the more-than-historical 
Jesus who is alive to us in the Spirit of God. From Jesus’ birth to resurrection, these 
stories highlight Jesus the Healer, Jesus the Exorcist, Jesus the Prophet, and Jesus the 
Teacher, the Sage, the Wisdom of God.

A perfect resource for lay leaders, college and seminary students, and for seekers after 
the truth of Jesus of Nazareth. For pastors, it serves as a bridge builder between the 
world of New Testament scholarship and the pew.

Key features:
•	 Offers an introduction to historical Jesus research.
•	 An accessible presentation of the historical Jesus and a consideration of the more-

than-historical Jesus and his impact throughout history and present day.
•	 Provides a faithful portrait of Jesus’ life and ministry and its meaning to the world.

H. STEPHEN SHOEMAKER, MDiv, PhD, is currently Assistant Professor of Religion 
at Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, NC, and previously taught at Wake Forest 
Divinity School and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Shoemaker has served 
in various pastorates for more than 40 years. He has authored six books, including 
GodStories: Scriptural Narratives for Today (Judson Press, 1998) and has many 
published sermons and articles.

BE MY WITNESS
The Great Commission for Preachers

MARVIN A. MCMICKLE

How can preachers today declare the gospel with relevance to the many issues 
and challenges society faces? According to best-selling author, veteran pastor and 
professor, and divinity school president, Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle, the answer is 
consistent with the answer given by Jesus two thousand years ago: “Be my witnesses.”

Be My Witness offers a unique approach to the preaching task based on a close reading 
of Acts 1:6-8. Explore the implications of what it means to be a witness for Jesus and 
considers a three-fold understanding of the word witness: Seeing something, Saying 
something, and Suffering something.

McMickle’s twenty-first century theology of preaching encompasses both content 
and context for delivering the gospel message. A great resource for seminarians and 
professors of preaching as they think about approaches to preaching in their classes.

Key features:
•	 Provides an exegetical examination of Jesus’ words in Acts 1:6-8.
•	 Promotes sermon content  that is faithful and attentive to the people and problems 

within a minister’s particular local church and community.

MARVIN A. MCMICKLE, DMin, PhD, is one of the most respected preachers in the 
nation. He served as Pastor of Antioch Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio for nearly 
twenty-five years before becoming President of Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity 
School in Rochester, New York. Previously, McMickle served as Professor of Homiletics 
at Ashland Theological Seminary. A prolific author, McMickle has more than a dozen 
books to his credit, including resources on preaching, ministry, and African American 
history.

September 2016 | $17.99
Paperback | 192 pages | 5.5 x 8.5

9780817017729
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RECENT RELEASES

HOLY HEROES
The Gospel According to DC & Marvel
SCOTT BAYLES

Author, pastor, and co-founder of the cosplay ministry Costumers for Christ, Scott Bayles is passionate 
about teaching spiritual life lessons based on the stories of comic book heroes. Likening the legends 
of superheroes to modern-day parables, Bayles connects the timeless truths of God’s Word with the 
stories of Batman, Wonder Woman, Cyborg, Spider-Man, Green Lantern, the X-Men, and others. So, if 
you’re a fan of DC and Marvel and a follower of Jesus—or if you’d like to know more about one or  
the other—then this book is for you! Ultimately, you’ll discover Jesus is the greatest superhero of all!

9780817017682 | Paperback | $15.99

STILL A MOTHER
Journeys through Perinatal Bereavement
JOY FREEMAN AND TABATHA JOHNSON, EDITORS

More than 1 million women suffer fetal loss each year, yet most mothers will struggle to find words to 
share their grief or describe their experience. Miscarriage, stillbirth, and infant death can be incredibly 
isolating, with women feeling silenced by shame or guilt, by confusion and loss of control. In Still a 
Mother, chaplains Joy Freeman and Tabatha Johnson share their own experiences and collect the 
stories of others who have sustained such loss, ending the silence and helping to equip pastors, 
congregations, family, and friends in ministering more compassionately to mothers who grieve.

9780817017668 | Paperback | $15.99

BEYOND STEWARDSHIP
A Church Guide to Generous Giving Campaigns
JOHN ZEHRING AND KATE JAGGER

Authors John Zehring and Kate Jagger bring their extensive experience to bear in this practical 
resource for churches. Beyond Stewardship applies the best principles of fundraising to the annual 
giving campaign in local congregations. Emphasizing the generosity of individual givers and the act  
of giving as integral to spiritual life, this book goes beyond typical stewardship models to a 
collaborative paradigm that engages leadership across the church in four interlocking strategies: 
concentric circles of commitment, personal visits, public witness, and direct mail. 

AS THE INK FLOWS
Devotions to Inspire Christian Writers & Speakers
GLENDA DEKKEMA, MELONY TEAGUE, CAROL FORD, CLAUDIA LOOPSTRA, & 
MARGUERITE CUMMINGS

A devotional by writers for writers, integrating the craft of working with words with the faith of people 
of the Word to deepen, sustain, and expand ministry in the world. This collection of 90 devotions 
features a focus Scripture, a brief meditation on the text and the writing experience, and a prompt for 
personal reflection and creative response. 9780817017675 | Paperback | $15.99

THROUGH HER EYES
Bible Studies on Women in Scripture
DEBORAH SPINK WINTERS, EDITOR

Discover faith anew through the perspectives of 20 biblical women, from Rahab to Ruth, from Hannah 
to Huldah, as well as unnamed women encountered in Jesus’ ministry. This collection of Bible studies 
features a diverse array of contributor voices, male and female, across cultures, generations, and 
denominations. Great for small-group use or personal study.

9780817017699 | Paperback | $13.99

9780817017705 | Paperback | $15.99
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BEST-SELLING JUDSON PRESS TITLES
The Star Book for Ministers,
3rd Rev. Ed.
EDWARD T. HISCOX

Features everything ministers love about 
the classic, with valuable updates for 
twenty-first century ministry.

9780817017484 |  Hardcover | $15.99

The Work of the Deacon & 
Deaconess, 2nd Rev. Ed. 
HAROLD NICHOLS

This 50th anniversary edition features 
new and updated content, reflecting 
the evolving diversity of ministry in the 
diaconate.

9780817017552 | Paperback | $10.99

The Work of the Church Trustee  
ORLANDO L. TIBBETTS

An essential tool for new or experienced 
board members, this book covers every 
facet of the trustee’s responsibility as a 
steward of the faith community’s concerns.

9780817008253 | Paperback | $10.00

A Baptist Church Manual 
J. NEWTON BROWN

For more than 65 years, this classic 
manual has guided new church members 
in historic Baptist belief and identity. 

9780817000158 | Paperback | $5.00

The Original African Heritage
Study Bible 
CAIN HOPE FELDER, EDITOR

Offers unique features that highlight 
African contributions to Judaism and 
Christianity.

9780817015121 | Leatherette | $50.00
Also available in Paperback, $34.00

The Work of the Chaplain
NAOMI K. PAGET AND JANET R. 
MCCORMACK

A concise history and biblical basis for 
chaplain ministry, this resource addresses 
the unique contexts to which chaplains 
are called to minister. 

9780817014995 | Paperback | $12.00

God’s Graffiti: Inspiring Stories 
for Teens
ROMAL TUNE

This book tells the stories of at-risk youth 
in the Bible who overcome obstacles to 
become great leaders. 

9780817017330 | Paperback | $13.99

To the Golden Shore: The Life of 
Adoniram Judson
COURTNEY ANDERSON

A poignant picture of Judson’s early life 
and the early years of Baptist mission 
overseas. 

9780817011215 | Paperback | $21.00

Baptist Hymnal (Word Edition), 
Revised 

The revised edition of this classic 
standard includes 50 spirituals and an 
updated index. 

9780817017200 | Hardcover | $16.99
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NEW RELEASES

JULY 2016 
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1563-5 

6 x 9
144 PAGES
$14.99

RELIGION/CHRISTIAN LIFE/SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Spiritual growth sounds great, but what does it mean? 

Deeply Rooted
Knowing Self, Growing in God

Christopher Maricle

There is something very grounding about trees. We understand how 
they grow and how dirt, seeds, water, and roots support the life and 
seasons of a tree. Using a tree as a metaphor, Christopher Maricle 
presents a model for spiritual growth that is easy to use  
and remember. 

Deeply Rooted borrows Catherine of Siena’s image of the soul as a 
tree and categorizes it into four parts: the garden, the soil and roots 
of the tree, the trunk and essence, and the fruits. The reader explores 
self-knowledge and knowledge of God and how these two work 
together to help the soul grow.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Each chapter offers a practice section with simple ideas to connect 

the chapter concept to daily life.  
•	 Conversational style writing with personal stories

Christopher Maricle researches, writes, and teaches on matters 
related to school governance in grades K–12. He is the author of The 
Jesus Priorities: 8 Essential Habits.

TARGET AUDIENCE
•	 Seekers, new Christians
•	 Individuals looking for an easy-to-understand study on spirituality
•	 Groups studying spirituality

ALSO BY THIS AUTHOR

978-0-8358-9914-7  
$15.99



800.251.3320 | Bookstore.UpperRoom.org | Books.UpperRoom.org

NEW RELEASES

98

JULY 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1583-3 

5.5 x 8.5
112 PAGES
$9.99

RELIGION/CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY/GENERAL

What does it mean to move beyond the boundaries of 
what we believe? 

God Unbound
Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church

Elaine A. Heath

The apostle Paul led the Galatians through a massive cultural shift 
in which they had to radically expand their ideas of who God is, who 
they were, and God’s mission for the church. He was able to lead 
them through this time of great change because of his encounter with 
the risen Christ on the Damascus road, an experience in which his 
view of God was completely upended. 

Today Christianity is undergoing a cultural shift just as challenging as 
the situation confronting Paul and the Galatians. As many churches 
decline, congregations and pastors feel uncertain and anxious about 
how to continue their mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ.
 
Elaine Heath extends an invitation to broaden our view of God by 
moving beyond the walls of buildings and programs to become a more 
diverse church than we have ever imagined. While deeply honoring 
tradition, she calls the church to boldly follow the Holy Spirit’s 
leadership into the future. 

Ideal for a 6- to 9-week small-group study.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Each chapter has reflection questions for small-group discussion
•	 The book could be used for leadership development over several 

weeks or months

Dr. Elaine A. Heath is the cofounder of the Missional Wisdom 
Foundation, which administers networks of missional and new 
monastic communities in Dallas/Ft. Worth; a training program called 
Launch & Lead for church planters who work beyond the walls of 
the traditional church; and several social enterprises. She is a highly 
sought-after preacher and teacher.

TARGET AUDIENCE
•	 Buyers of Elaine Heath books
•	 Church leaders
•	 Christian educators
•	 Groups seeking studies on Galatians
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NEW RELEASES

AUGUST 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1566-6 

6 x 9
160 PAGES
$14.99

RELIGION/CHRISTIAN LIFE/SPIRITUAL GROWTH

ALSO BY THIS AUTHOR

978-1-935205-25-8
 $14.99

Compassion in Practice
The Way of Jesus

Frank Rogers Jr.

Jesus was a spiritual teacher who demonstrated personal and 
social transformation. His earliest disciples were first known not as 
Christians but as followers of the Way. Jesus’ Way was a spirituality 
of radical compassion. He taught how to love and be loved by an 
extravagantly compassionate God; how to cultivate love for ourselves; 
and how to love our neighbors by extending love to the outcasts, the 
offensive, and even our enemies. 

Compassion in Practice is an introduction to Christian compassion. 
It explains not just what Christian compassion looks like but how to 
practice it in a world ravaged by violence, fear, and reactivity. This 
book teaches us how to love as Jesus loved.

Expanding on the foundation of Practicing Compassion, Frank Rogers 
defines the way Jesus prepared his disciples to transform hearts 
hardened from the assaults of life into compassionate hearts.

7	weeks	•	Includes	Leader’s	Guide

KEY FEATURES
•	 Leader’s Guide for small groups
•	 Rich and moving stories of practicing compassion in a hurting world
•	 Enables readers to understand and apply compassion in their  

daily lives

Frank Rogers Jr. is a professor at Claremont School of Theology and 
codirector of the Center for Engaged Compassion. He is the author 
of Practicing Compassion.

TARGET AUDIENCE
•	 Buyers of books on compassion
•	 Church leaders
•	 Christian educators
•	 Individuals working with new Christians



800.251.3320 | Bookstore.UpperRoom.org | Books.UpperRoom.org

NEW RELEASES

100

SEPTEMBER 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1551-2 

5 x 7
448 PAGES
$14.99

SEPTEMBER 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1552-9 

7.5 x 9.25
448 PAGES
$17.99

RELIGION/CHRISTIAN LIFE/DEVOTIONAL

For the most powerful moments of your day 

The Upper Room Disciplines 2017 
A Book of Daily Devotions

As surely as your body needs food and water, your spirit needs daily 
nourishment with scripture. Reading scripture every day keeps your 
relationship with God fresh and alive.

Each day of this powerful devotional guide offers readers a selected 
Bible reading, a meditation on the scripture passage, and a prayer.  
Also includes a weekly scripture overview plus questions and thoughts 
for reflection.

The scripture for Disciplines comes from the Revised Common 
Lectionary, which runs on a three-year cycle and each week normally 
contains an Old Testament lesson, a psalm, a New Testament reading, 
and an epistle.

KEY FEATURES
•	 53 writers from diverse Christian backgrounds
•	 Simple read, deep thought – one-page devotion 
•	 Scriptures based on Revised Common Lectionary 
•	 Weekly scripture overviews and questions for individual reflection
•	 Outline for small-group discussion
•	 Versatile – Available in regular, enlarged print, and digital versions 

Writers for 2017 include Will Willimon, Karla Kincannon, Paul Chilcote, 
Frank Rogers Jr., Elaine Eberhart, Whitney Simpson, and more.

TARGET AUDIENCE
•	 Buyers of daily devotions
•	 Lectionary churches & individuals
•	 Small-group studies

REGULAR EDITION

ENLARGED-PRINT EDITION

ENLARGED-PRINT EDITIONREGULAR EDITION

Jesus’ place among the prophets 
is confirmed as he appears 
with Elijah and Moses, and a 
voice from on high declares his 
relationship to and authority 
from God. The disciples are 
bewildered, afraid, and unsure 
how to respond.

Jesus’ place among the 
prophets is confirmed as 
he appears with Elijah 
and Moses, and a voice 
from on high declares 
his relationship to and 
authority from God. The 
disciples are bewildered, 
afraid, and unsure how 
to respond.

Product Text Size Sample
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NEW RELEASES

SEPTEMBER 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1569-7 

5.5 x 8.5
112 PAGES
$12.99

RELIGION/HOLIDAYS/CHRISTMAS & ADVENT

ALSO BY THIS AUTHOR

Prepare the Way
Cultivating a Heart for God in Advent

Pamela C. Hawkins

Throughout Advent we read and sing the words Prepare the Way as 
we make room to welcome the Christ child into our lives once again. 
We prepare our city streets and buildings. We prepare our homes 
and workspaces. But sometimes Advent can slip away from us before 
we can prepare our hearts.

In this 4-week study and prayer book, Pamela Hawkins invites us to 
prepare our hearts through guided prayer, readings from Isaiah and 
Matthew, as well as brief reflections on four scriptural themes: Peace, 
Justice, Fearlessness, and Faithfulness.

Prepare the Way includes these spiritual practices:
•	 Prayers of invocation, intercession, and benediction
•	 Reflection through spiritual reading
•	 Silence
•	 Meditation on scripture
•	 Call to Christian witness and service

KEY FEATURES
•	 Leader’s Guide for small groups
•	 Brief, thought-provoking daily readings

Pamela Cunningham Hawkins is associate pastor at Belmont United 
Methodist Church, Nashville, Tennessee. She is the author of Behold!: 
Cultivating Attentiveness in the Season of Advent, Simply Wait: 
Cultivating Stillness in the Season of Advent, and The Awkward 
Season: Prayers for Lent.
 
TARGET AUDIENCE
•	 Buyers of Advent studies
•	 Church leaders
•	 Christian educators

978-0-8358-9917-8 
 $13.99

978-0-8358-9997-0
 $7.99

978-0-8358-1062-3 
 $13.99
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OCTOBER 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1572-7 

5.5 x 8.5
128 PAGES
$12.99

RELIGION/HOLIDAYS/EASTER & LENT

How can the cross shed light on what we do in 
worship and why—not just in the Lenten season but in 
every season?  

Worship in Light of the Cross
Meditations for Lent

John Indermark

John Indermark urges us to focus on the cross, its imprint on how we 
worship as a community, and how it transforms our discipleship. This 
6-week study inspires us to connect corporate worship with our daily 
lives. He organizes the daily readings according to the components of 
corporate worship: gathering, invocation, confession, proclamation, 
creed, response, and sacrament. 

KEY FEATURES
•	 Leader’s Guide helps you share this worship experience with your 

community of faith  
•	 Daily readings are key in preparing you for worship experiences
•	 Each daily reading includes a reflection question or action 
•	 Includes ideas for creating a weekly worship center to emphasize 

each week’s theme 

John Indermark is a freelance writer and retired minister in the 
United Church of Christ. He is the author of several Upper Room 
books, including Do Not Live Afraid, Gospeled Lives, Parables and 
Passion, and Traveling the Prayer Paths of Jesus.

TARGET AUDIENCE
•	 Buyers of Lenten studies
•	 Church leaders
•	 Christian educators
•	 Groups seeking study on worship

ALSO BY THIS AUTHOR

978-0-8358-1005-0
 $14.99

978-0-8358-9971-0
 $14.99

978-0-8358-9996-3
 $15.99
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NEW RELEASES

OCTOBER 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1575-8 

5.5 x 8.25
72 PAGES
$7.99

RELIGION/CHRISTIAN LIFE/PRAYER

Our first reaction when the doctor says it’s cancer: 
Why me? 

Praying through Cancer
28 Days of Prayer

Todd Outcalt

Receiving a cancer diagnosis is traumatic, both for the person 
diagnosed and family and friends. Todd Outcalt writes from the 
perspective of a husband who has accompanied his wife, a breast 
cancer survivor, through her cancer journey. 

Praying Through Cancer is a practical guide for anyone seeking 
strength, support, and hope for coping with cancer. This personal 
book addresses the raw emotions and deep questions evoked by 
cancer. Each devotion helps the reader encounter God through 
comforting scriptures, insightful reflections, and heartfelt prayers. 

The 28 Days of Prayer Series
Depending on who you ask, it takes 21–28 days to create a habit. 
The point is to commit for a consecutive number of days. This series 
follows the same concept. Each book is designed to cover a specific 
topic and help you develop a daily prayer practice that hopefully 
continues beyond the 28 days.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Daily readings provide an uplifting connection with God to help 

readers face their situation with faith and hope 
•	 Reflection questions for family conversation or group discussion 

(especially cancer support groups)
•	 The author shares wisdom from his pastoral counseling, plus his 

personal experience of supporting his wife as she lived with  
breast cancer

Todd Outcalt is senior pastor of Calvary United Methodist Church in 
Brownsburg, Indiana. He is the author of more than 30 books.

ALSO IN THE 28 DAYS OF PRAYER SERIES

TARGET AUDIENCE
•	 Buyers of books on prayer
•	 Christian educators
•	 Cancer support groups
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The spiritual life is often compared to a race.  

Take the Flag
Following God’s Signals in the Race of Your Life

Rob Fuquay

The purpose of Take the Flag is not to turn readers into race fans but 
to help them become stronger disciples of Jesus Christ by paying 
attention to the signals God gives us each day.
 
In this Bible-based, 7-week churchwide series, Fuquay uses the  
flags from auto racing as a way to discuss different aspects of our life 
of faith:

Green flag (start): How do we start our journey of faith?
Yellow flag (caution): The decisions we make can sometimes put 
us in danger. How do we learn to heed God’s caution?
Red flag (delay): Finishing well involves pit stops. How does God 
help us get the most out of these breaks?
Blue flag (yield): Each of us may run our own race, but we  
also need to respect others. How does God help us focus on 
others’ needs?
Black flag (disqualification): What happens when our own 
violations take us out of the race, and how does God help us get 
back in?
White flag (final lap): As we head toward the finish line, how do 
we steer according to God’s will?
Checkered flag (victory): If we persevere—navigating the hazards, 
managing the pit stops—then victory is ours. But how does God 
want us to experience victory?

This book will captivate your congregation and engage them in an 
exciting adventure of spiritual growth.

KEY FEATURES
•	 Easy-to-use churchwide study for all ages—children, youth,  

and adults  
•	 FREE online support featuring sermon guidelines, worship helps, 

and tools to promote the series in your community and church

Rob Fuquay is senior pastor of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. He is the best-selling author of The God We 
Can Know: Exploring the “I Am” Statements of Jesus.

TARGET AUDIENCE
•	 Pastors
•	 Christian educators
•	 Small groups

ALSO BY THIS AUTHOR

978-0-8358-1555-0
 $9.99

978-0-8358-1362-4
 $39.99

978-0-8358-1338-9
 $9.99

NOVEMBER 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1578-9 

6 x 9
128 PAGES
$9.99

NOVEMBER 2016
PAPERBACK
978-0-8358-1582-6 

7.5 x 9.25
128 PAGES
$9.99

RELIGION/BIBLICAL STUDIES/GENERAL

REGULAR EDITION

ENLARGED-PRINT EDITION

ENLARGED-PRINT DVDREGULAR EDITION
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ORDERING INFORMATION

Abingdon Press offers eBooks through many major 
eBook retailers:  

• Amazon.com   • Christianbook.com
• BN.com  • Cokesbury.com
• Google Play store • eChristian.com
• Apple iBookstore . . . and many more!

  

If you are an eBook retailer and would like to carry 
Abingdon Press eBooks on your website, please 
contact your Abingdon Press sales representative. 

Abingdon Press distributes eBooks to new partners via 
CoreSource Fulfillment. 

ABINGDON PRESS,  
COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE, AND UPPER ROOM

may be ordered by contacting Abingdon Press sales representatives (see page 135).
A complete listing of Abingdon Press titles is available at AbingdonPress.com.

Email | orders@abingdonpress.com

Phone | 800.251.3320
(Monday–Friday, 8:00–4:15 CST)

Fax | 800-836-7802

Abingdon Press
P.O. Box 280988 | Nashville, TN 37228

Please direct all inquiries related to publicity to
bsmotherman@abingdonpress.com or call 615.749.6290.

To request an examination copy, visit AbingdonAcademic.com.

Returns
Abingdon Press | 341 Great Circle Drive | Nashville, TN 37228

Online Ordering | JudsonPress.com
(Click on Trade Services)

Canada (Sperling Church Supply)
 888.838.6626

Judson Press Customer Service
P.O. Box 851

Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851

Phone | 800.458.3766
(Monday–Friday, 8:00–4:30 EST)

JUDSON PRESS
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Discover why so many people are choosing
                      the AWARD-WINNING

  CEB STUDY BIBLE
                as their favorite reference Bible.
Written by leading scholars, the CEB Study Bible helps readers understand the biblical texts within the larger 
historical and literary framework of the Bible through book introductions, thousands of notes, more than 300 articles, 
and full-color images throughout, revealing cultural contexts and exploring relevant background information—
while always seeking to inspire.
 
Sometimes we need a little help to understand ancient meanings and to line up the rich layers of history and revelation.
The CEB Study Bible is a readable, reliable, and relevant invitation to grow in God.

Facebook.com/LiveTheBible         #CEBStudyBibleSample the CEB Study Bible at CEBStudyBible.com            
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SINGLE-COLUMN
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AVAILABLE 
EVERYWHERE 
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and online.
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Connect. Own. Reveal. Empower.
Core is designed to help teenagers discover their value and worth as God’s children and empower them to 
reach their full potential in faithfully following Jesus Christ. 

The resource consists of two 4-week studies, Dig and All In. Each study includes a leader guide, small-group 
content, journal pages, and a video introduction for each session. 

All In 

9781501813320 Leader Guide $9.99
9781501813306 Student Journal $11.99

The All In leader guide focuses on ownership and integration of one’s own life 
experiences, including challenges. In addition, it’s designed to assist your youth in 
recognizing and sharing their gifts and talents. Servant leadership and solidifying 
one’s true identity in Christ are also addressed.

All In encourages students to own their past experiences and commit to building 
a greater understanding of their identity in Christ. By exploring their gifts and 
passions, they’ll gain confidence in sharing their unique self with the world.

DIG In 

9781501813269 Leader Guide $9.99
9781501810039 Student Journal $11.99

The Dig In leader guide provides a series of conversations around self-discov-
ery and empowerment. The intentionality of a more fluid structure will help your 
group wrestle with the questions of who they are by asking themselves the hard 
questions of life and faith.

Dig In explores the journey inward, as teens begin to “dig in” and peel off the 
layers of past expectations, lies and experiences. The study encourages them to 
form strong and healthy relationships with God and with others. 

youthministrypartners.com

Sessions Include:

• Identity Theft
• Delete the Spam
• Connect with God
• Connect with Others

Sessions Include:
• Own
• Reveal
• Empower
• I Am!

AVAILABLENOW!



The Groove Bible study series invites teens to learn the essentials of their faith, 
own their story, and engage the world in serving Jesus. Each topical study 
consists of four weekly sessions that are easy to lead and relate to life issues 
teens face. With up to 48 weeks available, Groove is great for Sunday and mid-

week gatherings for both large and small groups as well as retreats. 

The leader guide contains everything needed to lead teens through a Groove study including teaching outlines, leader notes, Bible 
background, reflections, and parent communication. The student journal contains session-specific questions, background 
information, and daily devotions for each session.

THE BASICS
Allows teens to have the opportunity to leave 
with ideas and truths on which to reflect and 
wrestle, as they use the daily devotions.

9781501807060 Leader $9.99 
9781501807053 Student $8.99

INSIDE OUT
Teenagers will learn to see themselves and 
how they live as a reflection of the spiritual life 
happening deep inside their hearts and minds.

9781501809897 Leader $9.99
9781501809873 Student $8.99 

Dilemmas
Helps teens understand how to make 
inspired, smart choices that reflect both who 
they are and who they are striving to become.

9781501809194 Leader $9.99
9781501809187 Student $8.99

Relationships
Looks at the key relationships that youth have 
with their families, friends, and members of 
the opposite sex.

9781501809255 Leader $9.99
9781501809248 Student $8.99

Character
Helps teens develop Christlike behavior in their daily 
lives. Teenagers will consider the ideas of truth, and 
what it means to be a person of integrity.

9781501809798 Leader $9.99
9781501809774 Student $8.99 

Grace
Designed to show youth that grace is a real, 
practical force in their lives even in the midst 
of brokenness, fear, doubt, and stress.

9781501809316 Leader $9.99
9781501809309 Student $8.99

SCHOOL
Designed to help teenagers consider how 
their faith affects their lives at school.

9781501809378 Leader $9.99
9781501809361 Student $8.99

The Walk
Teaches youth what it means to walk with 
Jesus. Teens will learn how to exercise the 
grace, love, and patience found only in Christ.

9781501809644 Leader $9.99
9781501809620 Student $8.99

temptation
Designed to help teens navigate and 
overcome the daily temptations they battle.

9781501809699 Leader $9.99
9781501809675 Student $8.99

JESUS
Helps teens encounter the basic truths 
about who Jesus is and why those 
truths matter in their lives.

9781501809743 Leader $9.99
9781501809729 Student $8.99

The Life
Helps youth consider spiritual practices and what 
those practices can mean in their lives. 
Considering the practices of being committed to a 
church family, and sharing their faith with others.

9781501809842 Leader $9.99
9781501809828 Student $8.99

I am
Helps teens find the answers to their identity 
questions in Jesus Christ.

9781501807114 Leader $9.99
9781501807107 Student $8.99

SERIES TITLE INCLUDES:

youthministrypartners.com

AVAILABLE NOW!



9781630881115
$12.99 

9781501801037
$14.99 

9781426771842
$16.99

9781630881290
$16.99

9781426754869
$18.99

9781426712104
$12.99

A
P 

FW
 2

0
16

-17
 C

AT
A

LO
G

 | 
PA

C
P1

0
49

34
97

-0
1 |

 9
78

15
0

18
24

0
12

 

2222 Rosa L. Parks Blvd.
P.O. Box 280988
Nashville, TN 37228-0988

AbingdonPress.com | 800.251.3320

AbingdonPress.com | 800.251.3320

Best-Selling Christmas Favorites


