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ExcErpt

Sometimes God shows up. 
Sometimes God shows off. 

Jesus did both on the third 
day of a wedding feast in 
Cana, and that was just the 
beginning. Thirty-four distinct 
miracles are recorded in the 
Gospels, while countless more 
went unrecorded. John’s Gospel 
spotlights seven miracles, 
unveiling seven degrees of God’s 
power. Like the sun rising in 
the east, each miracle reveals 
another ray of God’s glory. And 
they all come to a head when 
Lazarus steps out of the shadow 
of his tomb and into the light of 
The Grave Robber. 

You may be reading this book 
because you need a miracle. 
Don’t we all at some point in our 
lives? But this is not a book about 
miracles. It’s a book about the only 
One who can perform them. So let 
me offer a word of caution at the 
outset: 

Don’t seek miracles. 

Seek Jesus. 

And if you seek Jesus, miracles 
will find you. 

Jesus is at the middle of every 
miracle. So the closer you get to 
Jesus, the closer you get to miracles. 

Everyone wants a miracle. Of 
course, no one wants to be in a 
situation that necessitates one! But 
you can’t have one without the other. 
The prerequisite for a miracle is a 
problem, and the bigger the problem, 
the bigger the potential miracle. If 
the wedding party hadn’t run out of 
wine, there would have been no need 
for the Wine Maker to do what he did. 
What the bride and groom perceived 
as a problem was really a perfect 
opportunity for God to reveal his glory. 
And nothing has changed since Jesus 
turned water into wine, healed a man 
born blind, or called Lazarus out of his 
tomb four days after his funeral. Your 
impossible situation still doubles as 
God’s greatest opportunity to reveal  
his glory.

“Mark reminds us that faith 
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“Mark Batterson shows us how to open our eyes to the miraculous 
and, in doing so, truly see that the One who walked on water and 
raised people from the dead is still working miracles today.” 
—Rick Warren
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in Jesus is worth the risk.” 
 —Max Lucado 

 • New York Times bestselling author of The Circle Maker, with over 1,000,000 Circle Maker 
products sold 

 • Shows how the miracles of Jesus in the Gospel of John reveal what he wants to do  
in your life

 • Stories of everyday people demonstrate that God still performs miracles today

 • Simultaneous curriculum release with full church campaign resources

Do we believe that God still does miracles? Do we expect him to move in miraculous ways in our day-in and day-out lives? Maybe 
we’d like to see miracles, but it’s hard to see past our problems. All that is about to change, like water into wine. 

“There are miracles all around us all the time,” says Mark Batterson, “but you won’t see them if you don’t know how to look for them.” 
Now the bestselling author of The Circle Maker reveals the incredible power of the seven miraculous signs of Jesus found in the Gospel 

of John. Batterson shows how they were not simply something Jesus did in the past, but something he wants to do now, in the present. He 
shares true stories of people today who are experiencing miracles in their lives. And he brings to light countless miracles, big and small, 
that we take for granted every day that point us toward the One who healed the sick, calmed the storm, and yes, even raised the dead.

But this is more than a book about miracles. It’s a book about the only One who can perform them. Batterson cautions readers, “Don’t 
just seek miracles. Seek Jesus. And if you seek Jesus, miracles will find you.”

Nothing has changed since Jesus called Lazarus out of his tomb four days after his funeral. Our impossible situations still double as 
God’s greatest opportunity to reveal his glory. No matter how big the problem is, God is bigger still. Anyone who longs to see God work in 
miraculous ways today will love Batterson’s faith-building, life-giving message.

The Grave Robber
Mark Batterson
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Native American Emmy Award–Winning News 
Correspondent Shares Emotionally Gripping Memoir

 •Redemptive story of overcoming the wounds of 
abuse, poverty, alcoholism, and divorce

 •A true story offering hope to the heartbroken 
that will have readers cheering as they wipe away 
tears

 •Now in trade paper

From her humble beginnings to the bright lights of network television, 
Hattie Kauffman weaves a story both heartbreaking and redemptive. 

Nationally recognized for her high-profile interviews and coverage of 
disasters and triumphs that affected millions, Kauffman candidly shares the 
experiences that made her into a perceptive and award-winning newswoman.

An inspiring account of the Holy Spirit’s transforming power, Kauffman’s 
life is a true testament to God’s goodness. Now available in trade paper.

Falling Into Place
Hattie Kauffman
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Available
$14.99
978-0-8010-1705-6

trade paper
5½ x 8½ 
240 pages
Case Quantity: 52

ebook: $14.99
978-1-4412-4273-0

Category: BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY / Religious
BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY / Personal Memoirs
Rights: Worldwide
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A speaker and writer, Hattie is a 
member of the Nez Perce Tribe 
of Idaho and lives in Seattle, 
Washington.
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“Kauffman’s well-written account of her chaotic childhood is 
reminiscent of The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls.” 
—Publishers Weekly

© John Galfano

Now in
paper
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$17.99
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400 pages
Case Quantity: 32

ebook: $17.99
978-1-4412-2062-2
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Michelle DeRusha writes a 
monthly column on religion and 
spirituality for the Lincoln Journal 
Star and is a regular contributor to 
Prodigal Magazine, The High Calling, 
and other online journals. She also 
writes about faith in the everyday on 
her blog at www.michellederusha.
com. She lives with her husband 
and their two boys in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.

Fascinating Stories from the Lives  
of the Most Influential Christian Women 

 •Builds on the success of 50 People Every 
Christian Should Know, over 100,000 copies sold

 •Reflects the multicultural and global history of 
Christianity

 • Includes engaging biographical sketches from 
Julian of Norwich to Ruth Bell Graham

Throughout history, countless women have boldly stepped out in faith and 
courage, leaving their indelible mark on those around them and on the 

kingdom of God. In lively prose Michelle DeRusha tells their stories, bringing 
into focus fifty incredible heroines of the faith. From Catherine of Siena, Teresa 
of Avila, and Anne Hutchison to Susanna Wesley, Harriet Tubman, and Corrie 
ten Boom, women both famous and admirable live again under DeRusha’s 
expert pen. These engaging narratives are a potent reminder to readers that 
we are not alone, the battles we face today are not new, and God is always 
with us in the midst of the struggle.

50 Women Every 
Christian Should Know
Michelle DeRusha
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Comprehensive Guide for Students  
of the New Testament

 • Trusted and bestselling author covers each  
New Testament book

 • Includes sidebars and study questions

Understanding the New Testament is a daunting but exciting task. Our 
world is so different from that of the first century. Yet it is important to 

understand the context and content of the New Testament if we are to be 
faithful followers. Now in paper, this survey addresses the who, what, where, 
when, why, and how questions that readers of the Bible may have, such as: 
How can we tell if what is written in the New Testament is true history or just 
mythology? When were these books written and why? and What can today’s 
believers get out of letters addressed to people who lived two millennia ago? 
Written in an easy, informal style, this survey is accessible and enjoyable to 
anyone who wants to better understand the New Testament.

A Popular Survey  
of the New Testament
Norman L. Geisler
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California. He is the author of 
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Baker Encyclopedia of Christian 
Apologetics, Christian Ethics, and Systematic Theology. He 
and his wife live in Charlotte, North Carolina. Learn more 
at www.normangeisler.com.
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Princeton Theological Seminary), a 
former pastor, is president and CEO 
of Vanderbloemen Search Group, 
the leading search firm specifically 
focused on connecting churches and 
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for their teams. He and his wife, 
Adrienne, live in Houston, Texas, 
with their seven children and two 
poodles.

Warren Bird (PhD, Fordham 
University) is research director for 
Leadership Network, the nation’s 
leading catalyst for helping 
innovative church leaders move from 
idea to impact. An ordained minister, 
he teaches at Alliance Theological 
Seminary. He is also author or 
coauthor of twenty-six books. He 
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suburb of New York City.
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Pastoral Succession: How to Prepare Now
 •Succession becomes a more important issue 
as a rapidly increasing number of pastors and 
boards have begun to talk about succession, but 
lack models and guidance

 •Authors are leading authorities in this field, 
working with thousands of churches on 
succession

 • Includes real-life stories of successes and 
failures

 •Offers practical steps to help churches and 
pastors prepare for seamless transitions to new 
leadership

Every church and ministry goes through changes in leadership, and the 
issue is far bigger than the wave of pastors from the Baby Boomer 

generation who are moving toward retirement. When a pastor leaves a 
church, ministries are disrupted, and members drift away. If the church is 
already struggling, it can find itself suddenly in very dire straits indeed. But the 
outcome doesn’t have to be that way.

What if when a pastor moved on, the church knew exactly what to do to 
find a suitable replacement because a plan and a process had been in place 
for some time? While there is no simple, one-size-fits-all solution to the 
puzzle of planning for a seamless pastoral succession, Next offers church 
leaders and pastors a guide to asking the right questions in order to plan 
for the future. Vanderbloemen, founder of a leading pastoral search firm, 
and Bird, an award-winning writer and researcher, share insider stories of 
succession successes and failures in dozens of churches, including some of 
the nation’s most influential churches. Through case studies, interviews, and 
real-time research, the authors demystify successful pastoral succession 
and help readers prepare for an even brighter future for their ministries.

Next
William Vanderbloemen  
and Warren Bird
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I was on life support, and 
showed few signs of life. The 
nurses told Kathreyn to talk to 
me, to tell me she was there. 
She spoke, and I swear to God 
even without ears I heard her. 
She took up watch by my side, 
my sweet girl who’d fought to 
get to me in time.

By Saturday night, my 
parents had arrived from 
Coleman. My mother had never 
flown on a plane before, much 
less several of them to reach her 
overseas destination, but nothing 
was going to stop her from 
reaching me. Kathreyn tried to 
prepare them for what they were 
going to see. I was experiencing 
no neurological response; my 
pupils were not moving, and 
my C-7 vertebrae fracture was 
serious. The fear of brain damage 
or brain death was real. I was 
bandaged over every area except 
my toes.

The medical team told Kathreyn, 
“We’ve got to stop these coma 
meds to see what’s really going 
on. He’s going to be in excruciating 
pain.

Kathreyn asked the obvious. 
“Why, then?”

“We’ve got to figure out if he can 
survive the trip to San Antonio with 
the trauma team.” They warned my 
family, “The sedation drugs will leave 
his system in about four hours, and 
then…”

Kathreyn stopped and stared.

“If he survives, he’ll experience 
pain beyond our comprehension.” 
Four hours later I went into full panic 
mode. Kathreyn and I came nose 
to nose and made eye contact for a 
moment. She saw hell in my eyes. She 
told me we were in Germany, and then 
I blacked out, disappearing into a dark 
abyss that I came to know as hell.

A Soldier’s Inspiring Story of 
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he sustained catastrophic injuries when 
his vehicle was struck by an IED. Harris 
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unit of Brooke Army Medical Center. 
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Augsburg, Germany, as an Army brat, 
she collaborated with Shilo in order to 
call communities to action on behalf of 
veterans. She graduated with honors 
from Florida State University and the 
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Surviving the Unthinkable
 • Encouragement for those who have loved ones suffering from PTSD

 • A powerful true story of a man who overcame incredible odds

 • Help for anyone overcoming a tragedy or potentially crippling life-changing event

On February 19, 2007, SSG Shilo Harris was patrolling an infamous southern Iraqi roadway when his Humvee was struck by an 
IED. Moments later, three members of his crew were dead and Shilo had sustained severe burns over 35 percent of his body, lost 

his ears and the skin off his face, and lost much of the use of his badly mangled fingers. This fiery moment was just the beginning of an 
arduous road laced with pain, emotional anguish, and much soul-searching. For forty-eight days Shilo lay trapped in a medically induced 
coma as his wife, unable to ease his suffering, had to come to grips with a man utterly changed.

This is the story of a young boy raised in a small Texas town under the heavy yoke of a father struggling with the personal aftermath of 
his service in Vietnam. This is the story of the first human being to participate in extracellular stem cell regeneration to regrow lost body 
parts. This is the story of the survivor not only of an explosion but of more than sixty surgeries to restore both form and function to his 
broken body. This is the story of the wife who stood by his side, made hard decisions, and continues to support her husband through his 
struggles with PTSD. 

This is the story of a God who reshapes us into the people he wants us to be. And in that way, this is the story of all of us. 
Anyone whose life has been touched by tragedy and loss, especially military families dealing with PTSD, TBI, amputations, and other 

realities of wartime service, will find strength, encouragement, and inspiration in this moving memoir.

Steel Will
Shilo Harris with Robin Overby Cox
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messages filled with humor and 
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a theater troupe and cofounded 
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drama and creative movement to 
minister at women’s events.

also aVailablE

Little Boys Bible Storybook 
for Mothers and Sons, rev. & 
updated ed.
978-0-8010-1546-5

Little Girls Bible Storybook 
for Mothers and Daughters, 
rev. & updated ed.
978-0-8010-1547-2

Revised and Updated for a 
 New Generation of Children

 • More than 1 million copies sold in the series

 • Each chapter ends with a brief reflection and a Bible verse to remember

 • Encourages quality quiet time with Dad and a lifelong love for the Bible

 • For children ages 4–7

Long beloved by children and parents alike, these classic Bible storybooks have been thoroughly revised and updated for a new 
generation of children. With whimsical and colorful illustrations, and a larger, easier-to-read font, these Bible storybooks will 

encourage quality quiet time with Dad and instill in boys and girls a love for the Bible at a young age. Each Bible story includes a brief 
reflection and a Bible verse to remember, plus gender-specific content to engage boys and girls and apply the lessons they learn to their 
lives. Dads will love sharing these beloved stories with their little ones.

Little Boys Bible Storybook for Fathers  
and Sons, rev. & updated ed.

Little Girls Bible Storybook for Fathers  
and Daughters, rev. & updated ed.
Carolyn Larsen
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Ray Bowman 
is the founder 
of Living Stones 
Associates. As 
an architect he 
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build new facilities 
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his energies to helping them make 
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had. The coauthor of several books, 
including When Not to Build, he 
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J. Skipp 
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as Creative Arts 
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Executive Pastor at Riverside Church in 
Big Lake, Minnesota. He has guided 
a church in transitioning from being 
inwardly focused to being outwardly 
focused, helped lead his congregation 
through the transition to multivenue 
worship, then becoming a multisite 
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500 to over 1500, mostly through 
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Increase Ministry Impact with Less Money, 
Space, Time, and Effort

 •Shows churches how to increase efficiency so they 
can save thousands, even millions of dollars

 •Helps leaders determine if new building projects 
are needed

 •Refocus paid staff from doing all of the ministry  
to multiplying leaders

 •Authors are proven church growth consultants

In our challenging economic times, it is no surprise that churches must 
get creative with their resources. But the authors of The More-with-Less 

Church believe pastors, leadership teams, and planning committees should 
look on times such as these not as hurdles to overcome but as opportunities 
to reconsider entrenched but inefficient ministry practices that are siphoning 
time, money, and energy from their churches. Drawn from time- and field-tested 
strategies, this practical resource helps church leaders avoid costly mistakes 
and maximize the return on their investment in four areas of church life—
ministries, staffing, facilities, and finances.

The More-with-Less 
Church
Eddy Hall, Ray Bowman,  
and J. Skipp Machmer
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Keith R. Miller is professor of 
Bible and theology at Calvary Bible 
College and is the coauthor of Quick 
Scripture Reference for Counseling 
Youth. He is a graduate of Moody 
Bible Institute, Calvary Bible College, 
and Dallas Theological Seminary. He 
lives in the Kansas City area.
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Quick Scripture Reference for Counseling, 
expanded ed.
978-0-8010-1579-3

Quick Scripture Reference for Counseling Women, 
updated and revised ed.
978-0-8010-1580-9

Quick Scripture Reference for Counseling Youth, 
updated and revised ed.
978-0-8010-1583-0

Easy-to-Use Reference to Counsel  
on Topics Relevant to Men Today

 •By popular demand, brand new Scripture reference 
book focused on men

 •Quick Scripture Reference series of books have 
sold over 500,000 copies

 •Convenient spiral binding lays flat

For counselors, pastors, men’s ministry leaders, and any Christian man who 
wants a user-friendly quick reference guide to Scripture, here is an essential 

resource! Scripture passages are conveniently gathered under 120 topics that 
concern men, including anxiety, burnout, career, commitment, depression, divorce, 
envy, faithfulness, gambling, homosexuality, integrity, leadership, marriage, money, 
reputation, suffering, temptation, wisdom, and more. Perfect for counseling or for 
personal study and memorization.

Quick Scripture 
Reference for  
Counseling Men
Keith R. Miller
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 “You won’t want to put it down!” 
—Bart Millard, lead singer for MercyMe

 • Taps into the current fascination with heaven, 
hell, and the supernatural

 •Helps Christians live more effective Christian 
lives

 •Entertaining narrative pulls readers into 
timeless spiritual truths

Bestselling author Andrew Farley takes readers on an imaginative 
journey through the enemy’s plan of attack. This creative, modern-

day parable exposes evangelical readers to the reality of the supernatural 
and equips them to do battle against the hidden—but very real—realm of 
Satan and his demonic forces. Now in paper.

“This book will entertain you, but it will also challenge you to awaken 
to some astounding realities that, apparently, the forces of darkness will 
do anything to hide.”—David Gregory, New York Times bestselling 
author of Dinner with a Perfect Stranger

The Art of Spiritual 
War
Andrew Farley
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Andrew Farley is the lead pastor 
of Ecclesia: Church without Religion 
and bestselling author of The Naked 
Gospel, God without Religion, 
Heaven Is Now, and The Hurt & The 
Healer. Andrew’s writings have been 
featured by national news outlets 
such as PBS, ABC, and FOX, and 
his live call-in radio program airs 
nationwide on Sirius XM. Connect 
with Andrew on Facebook and Twitter (@DrAndrewFarley). 
Learn more at www.AndrewFarley.org.
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paper
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Imperfect People Are the Only Ones Who 
Change the World

 •Bestselling author of No Perfect People Allowed 
helps readers see themselves and others with 
God’s eyes

 • Includes inspirational real-life stories of ordinary 
people caught off-guard by Christians who actually 
treat them as Jesus would

 •Encourages readers to get involved with other 
people, no matter how messy their lives

Why were sinners so attracted to Jesus yet repelled by the religious? It 
had everything to do with the heart of Jesus. They sensed that Jesus 

was for them—not against them. When broken, sinful people feel repelled by 
Christians, we must assess whether our hearts reveal the heart of God or reflect 
the heart of the Pharisees. Through this engaging study of Jesus’s encounters 
with imperfect people, combined with real-life stories of ordinary people having 
Christlike impact, readers will learn how to show unshockable love toward those 
around them.

Unshockable Love
John Burke
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John Burke is the author of 
No Perfect People Allowed and 
Soul Revolution, and the founder 
with his wife, Kathy, of Gateway 
Church in Austin, Texas. John is 
also the president of Emerging 
Leadership Initiative (ELI), a 
nonprofit organization, working to 
help church-planting pastors and 
ordinary Christians “raise the church 
out of the culture.” John has spoken in fifteen countries to 
hundreds of thousands of church leaders and Christians 
about reaching a postmodern, post-Christian culture. He and 
his family live in Austin, Texas.
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“Beneath the surface of every broken person, there is a work 
of art waiting to be revealed. This book shows us how.” 
—Mark Batterson, bestselling author

Now in
paper
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Theological Seminary) is the 
senior professor of leadership 
and pastoral ministry at Dallas 
Theological Seminary and founder 
of the Malphurs Group. He engages 
in church consulting and training 
and is the author of more than 
twenty ministry books, including 
Developing a Vision of Ministry in 
the Twenty-first Century and Look before You Lead. He lives 
in Dallas, Texas.

Gordon E. Penfold (DMin, Talbot 
Theological Seminary) is lead 
pastor of First Baptist Church, a 
multiethnic church in Holyoke, 
Colorado, and the director of Fresh 
Start Ministries. Fresh Start focuses 
on bringing health and vitality to 
plateaued, declining, and conflicted 
congregations. He also engages in 
church consulting and leadership development with pastors 
and denominations in the US, Eastern Europe, and Eastern 
Asia.
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Look Before You Lead
978-0-8010-1507-6
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The Real Key to Church Vitality
 •Helps pastors lead their churches in successful 
turnarounds

 •Authors are expert consultants on church 
growth and leadership

 •Malphurs has authored over twenty books with 
sales of over 250,000 copies

Pastors around the country continue to look for the program, the 
book, or the sermon series that will turn their plateaued or declining 

churches around. But what if the answer to revitalizing the church was 
closer to home? According to trusted church leadership expert Aubrey 
Malphurs and veteran pastor Gordon E. Penfold, it is. They believe that 
pastors themselves are the key. In a time when many pastors are jumping 
from church to church every two or three years as they search for the “right 
fit” where they can “make a difference,” churches are suffering from a lack 
of sustained leadership from pastors with a viable vision for ministry.

In Re:Vision, Malphurs and Penfold take pastors through a process 
of discovery and self-evaluation designed to help them re-envision their 
role, create a culture for positive change, and recruit people to come 
alongside them as helpers and encouragers. Multiple appendices offer 
self-diagnostic tools and surveys to help pastors assess their strengths 
and weaknesses for more effective ministry.

Re:Vision
Aubrey Malphurs and Gordon E. Penfold
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Available: October 21
$19.99
978-0-8010-1682-0

trade paper
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288 pages
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ebook: $19.99
978-1-4412-2010-3

Category: RELIGION / Christian Ministry / Pastoral Resources
Rights: Worldwide
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Reconciling a Violent Old Testament God 
with a Loving Jesus
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Paul Copan (PhD, Marquette 
University) is the Pledger Family 
Chair of Philosophy and Ethics at 
Palm Beach Atlantic University in 
Florida. He is the author of several 
popular apologetics books, including 
Is God a Moral Monster? and lives 
with his wife and five children in 
Florida.

Matthew Flannagan (PhD, 
University of Otago) is a researcher 
and a teaching pastor at Takanini 
Community Church in Auckland, 
New Zealand. He is also a 
contributing author to several books.
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Is God a Moral Monster?
978-0-8010-7275-8

 •Accessible to a wide audience, helping readers 
interpret troubling texts

 •Provides satisfying answers to questions being 
raised today by Christians and atheists alike

 • Follow-up resource to Copan’s Is God a Moral 
Monster? with over 25,000 copies sold

A common objection to belief in the God of the Bible is that a good, kind, 
and loving deity would never command the wholesale slaughter of 

nations. Even Christians have a hard time stomaching such a thought, and 
many avoid reading those difficult Old Testament passages that make us 
squeamish. Instead, we quickly jump to the enemy-loving, forgiving Jesus 
of the New Testament. And yet, the question doesn’t go away. Did God really 
command genocide? Is the command to “utterly destroy” morally unjustifiable? 
Is it literal? Are the issues more complex and nuanced than we realize?

In the tradition of his popular Is God a Moral Monster?, Paul Copan 
teams up with Matthew Flannagan to tackle some of the most confusing and 
uncomfortable passages of Scripture. Together they help the Christian and 
nonbeliever alike understand the biblical, theological, philosophical, and ethical 
implications of Old Testament warfare passages. Pastors, youth pastors, 
campus ministers, apologetics readers, and laypeople will find that this book 
both enlightens and equips them for serious discussion of troubling spiritual 
questions.

Did God Really 
Command Genocide?
Paul Copan  
and Matthew Flannagan
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The Spiritual Disciplines  
for Regular People

 •Explores twelve classic spiritual disciplines in 
uniquely fresh ways

 • Includes chapter-by-chapter contributions from 
Richard Foster

 •Emphasizes grace for all, including those who feel 
guilty because they don’t practice the disciplines 
consistently

Nathan Foster was just a child when his father’s classic Celebration of 
Discipline brought the spiritual disciplines into the popular evangelical 

consciousness. More than thirty years later, Nathan made his own journey into 
the spiritual disciplines. As he sought day by day to develop habits that would 
enable him to live more like Jesus, he encountered problems both universal 
and unique. In this engaging narrative, he draws insights from saints of old to 
uncover fresh ways of living for the contemporary, postmodern Christian.

Through his successes, struggles, and failures, Foster invites readers on 
a journey of freedom, pain, frustration, and ultimately joy as he learns to rise 
above selfish desires, laugh at his own failures, and fall in love with God. Those 
who have read Celebration of Discipline will find in Nathan’s book creative 
new ways to practice the disciplines that have been so formative in their 
lives. Those who are new to the spiritual disciplines will find that developing 
a vital, interactive, conversational relationship with God is within their grasp. 
As a result, the holy habits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control are truly possible for all. Includes 
chapter openings and a foreword from Richard J. Foster. 

The Making of an 
Ordinary Saint
Nathan Foster
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Live Fully, Love Boldly, and Fear Nothing

 •Pastor of innovative Portland church points the 
way to true freedom 

 • Includes compelling biblical and personal stories

 •Unique and countercultural perspective on 
independence and relationship

We all long for freedom from anxiety, worry, and fear. We long to be free 
from sin and free to love others completely as God loves us. And yet 

we are shackled by insecurity, prone to selfishness, and wary of letting down 
our guard. That’s not the life God designed for his followers. When his enslaved 
people cry out to him for freedom, he hears—and responds.

Now pastor Rick McKinley shows how the true freedom we all long for—
the freedom we see as God delivers his people in the Scriptures—is always in 
the form of relationship with God rather than our popular notion of complete 
independence. He calls readers to look to the Father, Son, and Spirit for the 
model of perfect, self-giving freedom, and shows how that kind of freedom 
can transform us into people who live fully, love boldly, and fear nothing.

The Answer to Our Cry
Rick McKinley
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Available: November 4
$13.99
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trade paper
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Rick McKinley (DMin, Gordon 
Conwell Theological Seminary) is the 
founder and lead pastor of Imago 
Dei Community. He is the author 
of four books, serves on faculty at 
Multnomah Biblical Seminary, and 
is a nationally known speaker at 
conferences including Q, Catalyst, 
and The Justice Conference. 
In 2012, Portland Monthly magazine voted him one of 
Portland’s 50 Most Influential People. Rick lives in Portland, 
Oregon, with his wife and four children.
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Applying God’s Wisdom to the Top 
Twelve Decisions We All Make

 •Dynamic writing voice distills years of life wisdom

 •Bob Merritt is pastor of one of the largest  
multi-site churches in the Midwest

 •Helps readers confidently make decisions

We make dozens of decisions, big and small every day—some without 
much thought at all. But with many decisions, there’s a certain amount of 

danger. One wrong decision can destroy a career or a marriage. A string of wrong 
decisions can derail a life. So how do we know if our decisions are wise ones?

Pastor Bob Merritt has found that the best way to get it right is to cultivate 
godly wisdom. In Get Wise, he takes God’s best wisdom as found in the book 
of Proverbs and applies it to the top decisions every person has to make—
decisions about education, work, family, friends, sex, parenting, money, and 
more. Topic by topic, he shows readers how to make choices that result in long-
term benefits in health, reputation, peace, and finances.

Get Wise
Bob Merritt
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Bob Merritt (PhD, Penn State 
University) has been senior pastor 
at Eagle Brook Church, a multi-site 
church with six locations north 
of the Twin Cities, Minnesota, for 
over twenty years. With 18,000 in 
average weekend attendance, Eagle 
Brook is the largest congregation 
in the five-state area of Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, and the Dakotas. He 
is the author of 7 Simple Choices for 
a Better Tomorrow and previously taught homiletics at Bethel 
Seminary. Merritt lives in Minnesota.

also aVailablE

7 Simple Choices for a Better 
Tomorrow
978-0-8010-1462-8

©  Barry Howell



www.bakerbooks.com  •   Orders:  1 -800-877-2665

95

Dan B. Allender (MDiv, 
Westminster Theological Seminary; 
PhD, Michigan State University) is 
professor of counseling psychology 
and is former president of Mars 
Hill Graduate School in Seattle, 
Washington. He travels and speaks 
extensively on sexual-abuse 
recovery, love and forgiveness, 
worship and other related topics. 
Allender is the author of nine books, including The Wounded 
Heart, which has sold over 400,000 copies.

Tremper Longman III (PhD, Yale 
University) is the Robert H. Gundry 
Professor of Biblical Studies at 
Westmont College in California. He 
has authored, coauthored, or edited 
numerous books, including An 
Introduction to the Old Testament, 
How to Read Proverbs, The Baker 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary, and 
commentaries on Job, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Jeremiah and Lamentations, 
and Daniel.
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Finally, the Honest-to-Goodness Truth 
about Sexual Desire

 •Helps readers understand sexual struggles, joys, 
and desires illuminated by the Song of Songs

 •A unique blend of true-to-life fiction and solid 
biblical teaching 

 • From the bestselling authors of The Wounded 
Heart and Intimate Allies

We live in a sexually mad world where God’s gift of sex has been 
distorted through pornography, promiscuity, prostitution, abuse, 

trafficking, and rape. The church’s position on sexual matters has been made 
clear throughout history: all sexual activity outside the boundaries of Christian 
marriage is sin. But rarely has the church honestly addressed the true needs of 
Christians who are struggling with sexual desires they believe to be counter to 
the Bible. So we hide our struggles and pretend to live above the erotic fray, or 
else we cozy up to the culture’s redefinition of which sins are acceptable. But 
what does the Bible really say about sexual desire and sexual intimacy?

God Loves Sex offers a truly liberating, godly view of holy sensuality 
by recovering the clear meaning of the Song of Songs as God-sanctioned 
eroticism. Then it uses that lens to answer questions posed by a fictional new 
Christian struggling with expectations of sexual purity. It asks provocative 
questions, such as What does it mean to be both holy and filled with rich 
sexual desire? and How can our sexual struggles take us deeper into the 
purposes of God?

Pairing psychological insight with sound biblical scholarship, Allender and 
Longman bring it all out into the open, allowing Christians of any age and any 
marital status to discover sex the way God meant it to be.

God Loves Sex
Dan B. Allender  
and Tremper Longman III
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Be Encouraged by the 
Promises in Scripture

This pocket-sized book offers readers a portable reminder of God’s many 
promises of protection, salvation, and guidance with selections of key 

Scriptures from the beloved KJV translation of the Bible. It is a treasure trove of 
encouragement for daily challenges and covers topics such as peace, direction, 
wisdom, healing, perspective, prayer, faith, courage, and forgiveness. This 
collection of more than 2,000 promises from Scripture is organized by topic for 
easy reference.

A Book of  
Bible Promises
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Available: September 16
$5.99
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A Forgotten Story Retold  
in Memorable Prose

It should not surprise us when we see God use the common things of life to 
accomplish the incredible. But it should inspire us. Through the seemingly 

insignificant pieces of his life, Harry T. Burleigh was led along the path to fame, 
preserving the sounds of the slave songs that would form the basis of a uniquely 
American music. Now Harry T. Burleigh, once world-renowned as a baritone 
soloist, an arranger of Negro Spirituals, and a composer in his own right, is 
lifted once more out of obscurity by the talented pen of Craig von Buseck. This 
inspiring true story will take readers back in time to Southern plantations and 
Northern boom towns, to minstrel shows and soaring sanctuaries, and into the 
heart of a man who never suspected that God had destined him for greatness. 
Now in paper.
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He holds a DMin and an MA in religious 
journalism from Regent University. The 
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a professional speaker who has traveled 
extensively both in America and abroad.  
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We live in a world of fakers. But inside we long to stop hiding from each 
other—and especially from God. Pastor Rick Bezet calls readers to lives 

built on authenticity, showing that the way to true freedom lies through reclaiming 
our hearts, reviving our souls, and renewing our minds in light of what God has done 
for us through Jesus Christ. Through biblical stories and often-humorous personal 
examples, Bezet encourages us to live with passion, integrity, and perseverance. He 
releases us from the spiritual death that comes with pretending and leads us into a 
new life characterized by transparency rather than fear. Now in paper.
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He lives in Arkansas with his wife, Michelle, 
and their children.

Practical Steps to Build 
Confidence and Become 

Fearless!

Overcome Self-Limiting Beliefs 
to Achieve God-Given Dreams

We all have dreams, but many things keep us from fulfilling them. Fear 
of failure, insecurity about our financial situation, self-doubt, and 

more erode those ambitions until they are little more than pipe dreams. But Bil 
Cornelius boldly tells readers that today is the day they are going to start reaching 
their full potential. With upbeat encouragement, Cornelius motivates readers to 
make their dreams reality by helping them set goals, focus their time and energy, 
develop their unique gifts, steep everything in prayer, and take action that God 
will bless. Now in paper.
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“I am thrilled with the teaCh the 
text Commentary SerieS from Baker. 
I Highly recommend it.” 
—George Guthrie

“The kind of commentary I have 
wanted for a long time.” 
—Haddon Robinson

“The best of biblical scholarship 
made accessible, applicable, and 
relevant to life.”—Beth Moore

“I cannot think of a more urgently 
needed commentary series for the life 
of a pastor or teacher.” 
—Dan Kimball
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Luke
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Times, and Four Portraits, One Jesus: An Introduction to 
Jesus and the Gospels.

John H. Walton (PhD, Hebrew Union College) is 
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“puts whole worlds of biblical 
  context and information 
  in the hands that need it 
  most.”—John Ortberg 

 • Helps pastors move seamlessly from the meaning of the text to its effective communication

 • Each preaching unit includes five sections: Big Idea, Key Themes, Understanding the Text, 
Teaching the Text, and Illustrating the Text

 • Full-color illustrations, maps, and photos illuminate the text

To craft informed sermons, pastors scour commentaries that often deal more with minutia than the main point. Or they turn to 
devotional commentaries, which may contain exegetical weaknesses. The Teach the Text Commentary Series bridges this gap by 

utilizing the best of biblical scholarship and providing the information a pastor needs to communicate the text effectively. By keeping the 
discussion of each carefully selected preaching unit to six pages of focused commentary, the volumes in this series allow pastors to quickly 
grasp the big idea and key themes of each passage of Scripture. Each unit of the commentary includes the big idea and key themes of the 
passage; sections dedicated to understanding, teaching, and illustrating the text; and full-color illustrations, maps, and photos.

The newest releases in this innovative series are Grant R. Osborne’s commentary on Mark’s Gospel and J. Scott Duvall’s commentary 
on Revelation.
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teaCH tHe text Commentary SerieS

Grant R. Osborne
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ExcErpt

I survived, like we all do, against 
the odds. I should be dead. I should be 
a statistic. I shouldn’t be scribbling all 
over this page trying to describe the 
indescribable. So what happened? Was 
it chance, an accident or dumb fate that 
I’m here now, a thirtysomething rock and 
roll mom looking back and collecting 
pieces of hope to give to you?

 I don’t believe in fate or accidents. 
I believe in cause and effect. Behind 
everything lies a cause, a reason. Why 
does the sun rise? Because the earth 
revolves around it once every twenty-four 
hours.Why do we read? Because, some 
say, we don’t want to feel alone. Why am I 
alive, writing to you?

Because I want to tell you that miracles 
happen. Because I want you to know how 
precious life can be. Because I want you to 
know how valuable you really are. Because 
the world will throw lies at you—lies aimed 
at your heart, aimed to kill. I choose not 
to listen to those lies anymore. Cause and 
effect.

Our lives stretch out like shafts of 
light reaching into the lives of everyone 
else. You and I, we sparkle with reason, a 
cause, a plan. We’re like a giant web of light 
and meaning and sadness and wonder. What 
if you and I lived like we knew this? Chances 
are our lives would shatter much of the 
sadness and pain that is so common in our 
broken world. I like that thought.

I entered this life barely breathing. But 
now I’m singing my song out loud, and I’m 
shouting the lovely sounds of life and grace 
and hope. I almost died, but death has to wait 
because I have a song to sing and so do you. 
My song sounds like the healing of a soul and 
the rising of life. What does yours sound like?

 Barely breathing no more, I’m living in the 
cause and effect of a life seized. I have reason 
to breathe. Before I disappear into the sound, I 
want you to know The Reason.

The True Story of a Once 
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Suicidal Atheist Turned 
 Christ-Following Rock Star

 • The compelling journey of former lead singer of the popular hard rock band FlyLeaf

 • Author is an active speaker and performer, including Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
events

 • Reminds readers that they have irreplaceable value to God and that God loves them no 
matter what

 • Foreword by Brian Head Welch and afterword by Franklin Graham

The day Lacey Sturm planned to kill herself was the day her grandmother forced her to go to church, a place Lacey thought was filled 
with hypocrites, fakers, and simpletons. The screaming match she had with her grandmother was the reason she went to church. 

What she found there was the Reason she is alive today.
With raw vulnerability, this hard rock princess tells her own story of physical abuse, drug use, suicide attempts, and more—and her 

ultimate salvation. She asks the hard questions so many young people are asking—Why am I here? Why am I empty? Why should I go on 
living?—showing readers that beyond the temporary highs and the soul-crushing lows there is a reason they exist and a purpose for their 
lives. She not only gives readers a peek down the rocky path that led her to become a vocalist in the hardcore band Flyleaf, but she shows 
them that the same God is guiding their steps today.

The Reason
Lacey Sturm

Vital information

Available: October 7
$15.99
978-0-8010-1673-8

trade paper
5½ x 8½ 
192 pages
Case Quantity: 72

ebook: $15.99
978-1-4412-4652-3

Category: BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY / Personal 
Memoirs
RELIGION / Spirituality
Rights: Worldwide

about thE author

Lacey Sturm is the voice behind 
the platinum-selling, international 
rock band Flyleaf. She’s a mother, a 
wife, a hard rock princess, a writer, 
a speaker, and a now-solo artist. 
But most of all, she’s a child of God 
who desires for others to know 
and understand how special, how 
beautiful, how kaleidoscopically 
wonderful we are made. Lacey is 
currently a regular speaker for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and its Rock the River 
events. She co-founded the Whosoever Movement and 
is a featured artist with RESET. She lives in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, with her family. For more information,  
visit www.laceysturm.com.

© Kaela Speicher Photography
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Available: November 18
$12.99
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trade paper
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144 pages
Case Quantity: 80

ebook: $12.99
978-1-4412-2049-3
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Rights: Worldwide

about thE author

Warren W. Wiersbe is the former 
pastor of The Moody Church and the 
author or editor of more than 160 
books, including 50 People Every 
Christian Should Know, On Earth 
as It Is in Heaven, and On Being a 
Servant of God. Today his primary 
ministry is serving others through 
writing and mentoring. He lives in 
Nebraska.
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50 People Every Christian Should Know
978-0-8010-7194-2

Looking Up When Life Gets You Down
978-0-8010-1405-5

New Testament Words for Today
978-0-8010-1577-9

Old Testament Words for Today
978-0-8010-1536-6

On Being a Servant of God
978-0-8010-6819-5

On Earth as It Is in Heaven
978-0-8010-7219-2

Prayer, Praise & Promises
978-0-8010-1607-3

Wiersbe Shares the Blessings and 
Privileges of the Christian Life

 • From the beloved author of more than 160 books 

 •Wiersbe’s books have sold more than one million 
copies 

 •Helps readers escape legalism and accept grace

The Christian life should be one of pervading joy, persistent grace, and 
promises kept. God doesn’t call us to a legalistic life of grimly getting by until 

we reach a heavenly reward. We receive part of our reward and inheritance in this 
life, on this earth. Yet we so often let the things of this life determine our outlook. 
The habits that bind us, the negative attitudes that control us, the people who 
bother us, the needs that depress us, and the challenges that frighten us—they 
can all be handled by God, says beloved author Warren W. Wiersbe, if we will let 
him have his way.

In This Is the Life! the veteran pastor helps readers rediscover the kind of life 
God promised them. He shows clearly that the way to joy is through cultivating a 
close relationship with God and obedience to his Word, calling readers to enjoy 
all the blessings and privileges of a life of faith—right now.

This Is the Life!
Warren W. Wiersbe
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Kevin G. Harney (MDiv, Fuller 
Seminary; DMin, Western 
Theological Seminary) is lead pastor 
of Shoreline Community Church in 
Monterey, California. Harney is the 
author of several books, including 
Reckless Faith and the Organic 
Outreach series, as well as many 
small group guides, curriculum, 
and articles. He also does extensive 
teaching and speaking both nationally and internationally. He 
lives in California.
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Reckless Faith
978-0-8010-1503-8

Reckless Faith DVD
978-0-8010-1471-0

Hope for Those Who Feel They Don’t Have 
the Strength to Meet Life’s Daily Challenges

 •Author is a dynamic speaker and teacher and the 
pastor of Shoreline Community Church in Monterey, 
California

 •Shows readers the surprising ways God can 
empower them to do the work he has given them

 • Life engagement resources at the end of each 
section and free online discussion questions 
facilitate individual or small group study

God’s kingdom isn’t about getting more power—it’s about being empowered 
to face life head on and fulfill his purposes for us. For readers who are 

feeling beaten down and discouraged by constant striving, Kevin Harney points to 
four surprising and God-given sources of true strength:

•	 suffering, loss, and pain
•	 community
•	 Sabbath and rest
•	 mission and purpose

Through biblical and personal stories, he shows how each source daily 
empowers believers to live boldly, serve humbly, and overcome whatever difficult 
circumstances they may be facing. Perfect for small group study and individual 
devotion.

Empowered by His 
Presence
Kevin G. Harney
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From an Immigrant’s Dream to an Industry 
Leader—This Is the Baker Book House Story

 •An engaging celebration of 75 years of Christian 
publishing

 •An overview of Baker’s history with warm 
memories and amusing anecdotes to illustrate 
its heritage

 • Includes 80 full-color pages and more than 50 
pictures from the Baker archive

In 1939, a 28-year-old Dutch immigrant opened a used book store in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Herman Baker filled his store with 500 books he had 

collected over the years, displaying them on homemade shelves. Seventy-five 
years later, his company has grown into one of the most influential Christian 
publishers in the world.

Yet The Baker Book House Story is more than the story of one man’s 
dream become reality. In its full-color pages is found the story of an 
independent, family-owned company dedicated to fulfilling its mission through 
many twists and turns over 75 years. This booklet provides a short history 
of Baker Book House Company and a delightful glimpse inside the Christian 
book business. It is a helpful look back and a hopeful look forward for a 
company whose best days are still ahead. Includes more than fifty photos.

The Baker Book House 
Story
Ann Byle
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Ann Byle is a freelance journalist, 
author, and literary agent. As a 
journalist she writes for Publishers 
Weekly, NovelCrossing.com, and 
Christian Retailing magazine. She 
is the author of The Making of a 
Christian Bestseller and coauthor 
of Soul Surfer Devotions with surfer 
Bethany Hamilton and The Edge of 
Redemption with Troy Evans. She and her husband have four 
children and live in Grand Rapids, Michigan.


